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' GREAT IMPORTANCE 
RELIGIOUS LIFE 

CONSIDERED: I 

SOME MORNING AND EVENING 

PRAYERS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE honourable and very ingenious 
O/mpiler of A Catalogue of Iloyal and 
Noble Authors in England, having tts~ 
cribed the Joltozeing ei'celknt Treatise 
?o JouN Pehcival Eari of Egmont; 
/ think it incumbent upon me to declare 
in Justice to the revered memory of mif 
honoured Father, that The Great Im- 
jiortance of a Religious Life, was writ- 
ten by the late William Melmoth, 
b/ ISncoMs-Inn, Esq. and first pub- 
lished early in the beginning of the 
present century, 

W. M. 

Butk; Mas l^t 
1790; 



A SHORT 



CHARACTER OF THE AUTHOR 

OF TBS FOLIOWIVO 

TREATISE. 

XT m^y add weight, perhaps, to the 
reflections contained in the following 
pages, to inform the reader that the 
author's life was one uniform exemplar 
of those precepts, which with So btne- 
Yolent a zeal and so pathetic a sim- 
plicity of style, he endeavours to re- 
commend to general practice; He 
left others to contend for modes of 
faith^. and itiflanie themselves and the 
world with endless controversy : it was 
the wiser purpose of hiii more ennobled 
aimt to act up to tho^c dear tbles of 
conduct which Revelation hath gra- 
ciously prescribed. He possessed by 
telfiper every moral virtue; by reliprion 
every " Christian grace. He had a \\v\- 
manitj thni melud at evety A\^\\krs^> 
a chanty nhich not only tUou<^\\X v\ 
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j^* M ;4tM4^ iM iheimindi df wiMinkt 
img nieih :M';i»kui 'ieim of teligion, 
miimm9e\ojk:ern^fsh the inierM of 
#M» imitoi^/^ ^ a^ dm^ at ail 
«^Mb «WM^ Heces^;' tut 

fmte Mgpeciait^af tint tims, rthen we 
see such numbers of persons carried 
away with the immoderate love of 
pleasure^ and such arts invented to, 
gratify their corrupt and *^cious in^ 
cHnations. 

Whoever reflects with a due concern^ 

upon the ea^cesses and debaucheries 

which have overspread 'this nation, and 

has any regard Jbr the honour of God^ 

a//af ^Ae m/erest of that holy refigioi 
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0ur practice, as most undoubtedly it isj) 
it must be the duty of eoery one^ 7iot 
only to take care that he gives no efz- 
couragement by his example, to these 
licentiate and ensfiaring entertain- 
ments, but also to do%what in him lies, 
to dissuade others, especially those un- 
der his care, from resorting to places 
of so much danger and infection. 

Jt must be confessed, that it is no 
easy matter to prevail on those who are 
carried away by the false maxims and 
practice of a corrupt and deluded 
xvorldj to rpiounce their sensual gratis 
ficationSy for the more refined pleasures 
of vii'tue and religion ; but the diffi- 
culty of the work should not discourage 
the attempt. I have therefore en-- 
deavouredj according to my ability, to 
lay before the reader the advantages 
attending a good Ife; in hope, that 
whoever m^iouslt/ co7isiders '(x:]ioX is 



urged in the following ''pages, will he 
convinced there is n<f pleasure to be com- 
pared with that of d good conscience ; 
and that religion really is, what it was 
designed by the great Author of it to he, 
thi 6iity Mid foundation-of our* present, 
ds well as future, happiness. 

T am sensible that what I shall offer 
hath been inculcated with much greater 
advantage in many of those excellent 
discourses which are already extant; 
yet, when I Consider hoiv much good 
hath been done by those small tracts 
which have heen printed and dispersed 
of late years, I am encouraged to hope 
that this little Treatise niay prove of 
some service-; as d check at least, to 
that insatiable thirst of sensual plea- 
sures, which seems to he the disease of 
the present age, and which must un- 
doubtedly destroy the love of God 
wherever it prevails. 



r PREFACE. xi, 

1 have added some Pray^ the 

end of this Book, not with ai 'ti«ii 

to prescribe to any one, but to assist 
those who are not furnished with better 
helps; well knowing how important a 
duty prayer is, and how highly ne- 
cessary it is fi oeri od Christian 
to be frequent v isses to the 

throne of graci he expects the 

favour of Go opes to find 

Grace to help le of need. 

Jtlay God of nis great goodness give 
a blessing to these weak aideavours, 
and raider them instrumental to his 
ghry, and the good of souls / 
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CHAt. L 

\T muM t do t^ h mvedf 
was a question, which the trem- 
bling and astonished jailer put to Paul 
and Si/aSy when he saw the prison- 
doors opened in a miraculous manner : 
a question of the utmost moment and 
importance, amd in which it nearly 
concerns us all to be well resolved. 
For, if there bt a Life after the present, 
and we do not die like the beasts that 
perish; if Death does not puta final 
period to our existence ; but when tl\\^ 
short l.ifeis ended, we enter upon tV\^ 
regions of eternity, and shall \>e iot 

B 



2 The Great Tmportance 

ever happy or miserable, azcording as 
we demean ourselves in this short 
time of trial and probation — if this be 
the state and Gondition of mankind (as 
the voice of reason, the dictates of con- 
science, and the Holy Scriptures, do 
loudly pro'claim it is), how does it be- 
hove every one of us to inquire, what 
we must do to attain everlasting Life ; 
and to consider, whether we are in the 
way that leads to Heaven and immoi'- 
tality ? or, if we have been so unhappy 
as to wander out of it, how we may re- 
cover and return to it again ? 

This is an enquiry that deserves oar 
utmost tliligence and attention. For, 
if we are igAorant of the will of God, 
or, kaowing it, will not follow or be led 
by that unerring light, but suffer our- 
; selves to be hurried away by our un- 
ruly passions in the pursuit of the things 
.of thi$. Life; we -are, 'wretched and 
miserable, bhud and naked, notwith- 
standing all our attaitvihents : and we 
shall one day be convinced to our sor- 
^row, that there is no folly like that of 
preferring things temporal to things 
eternal. Whatever Me children o^' this 
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world maj^ think, and how much soever 
they may applaud their own wisdom in 
contriviug schemes to be rich and 
great ; yet if their chief care and con- 
cern is about these things, it is certain 
they will be found fools, when weighed 
ia the balance of true wisdom. 

He that is truly wise will consider, 
that he has a Soul as well as a Body to 
take care of; a spiritual and immortal 
substance Avhich can never die; but 
when enlarged from that prison in 
which it is now coniined, must live for 
ever, either in happiness or misery. 
Shall we then be so foolish, as to con- 
fine ouK ambitious pursuits within the 
narrow limits of this world, without 
considering what will be the condition 
of our souls hereafter ? Shall we labour 
and toil for the the meat that pei^isheih ; 
and be cold and indifferent about the 
momentous concerns of eternity ? Shall 
we spare no pains in order to increase 
our temporal estates, and to lay up 
goods for maivy years ; when we know 
not, but this liight our souls may be 
required if us f And if we have made 
noprovi^iozz /t^rt/iefr everlasting %v^V 
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fare ; wliat will it avail us that we have 

been rich and great in this world ? 

The fashion of this teorld passeth 
mcay, and all the glory and splendour 
of it will, in a little time, have an end. 
Howgreatthen is the folly of that man, 
and now deplorable will his condition 
be, who, instead oi seeking the Kingdom 
of God and his righteousness in the 
first place, has consumed his days in 
seeking after the honours and riches of 
this world, and has worn himself out m 
the pursuit of those things which are 
of no value in the sight of God ? 
wretched stupidity ! xvhat shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the whole 
world, t}nd lose - is own soul f Mat. 
xvi, 26, Time bears no proportion to 
eternity. The most exquisite pleasures 
of this life, which at be»i are l>ut of a 
short continuance, ran never compen-» 
sate for the loss of that happiness, 
which God has prepared for them that 
love him. How ijiiserably then will 
that man be deceived, who places all 
his Jiopes and iiappiiiess in the poor 
and empty satislaciions at a sensual 
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present jline, and lives as if he cared 
iiot what became of him iiereafter 
provided lie may but enjoy the plea~ 
litres of sin for a season ! 

But some, perhaps, may ask, wliere 
ii the man so sibamioned to folly and 
maducss, as to be content, for the sake . 
of a present short-livfd happiness, to 
be miserable for ever hrteafter? I wish 
indeed, there were none such : but, 
alas ! there are too many that make this 
sad choice. Not that any one chooses evil 
for the sake of evil, or- prefers misery 
before happiuess (for a desire of happi- 
ness is inst'parablcfroni our nature); but 
iti the scripture account of things, he 

iis said to choose destruction who walks 
in the broad way that leads to it. For 
God has been pleased to set before us 
''■' Ufe and Death, Blessing and Cursirrg : 
^ (Deut. XXX. 19-) rewards on the one 
i hand, to encourage our obedience; and 
\ punishments on the other, to deter u3 
; from sin. As the man therefore, who 
i obeys the commandrnents of God,^ 
j diooses Ufe ; so he that deliheratel^j 
iT^nsgresses them, chooses death: thai 
death wJiich God has tJireatened to XV\e 
n $ 



a Tlu great Importance 

sinner, even death eternal. For the 
wages of sin is death, and he that 
chooses the one (let hts pretences be 
what they may) must be said to choose 
the other; because he knows (at least 
it is his own fault, if he does not know) 
that God wli render to ecei'y man ac- 
cording to his deeds : to them, who, by 
patient confinuance in well dtiing, seek 
for glorjf end honour and immortality ; 
aterniit life : but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
hut obey nnrighieousness ; indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
ppon esety soul of man that doth 
coit. Rom. ii. 6, 7, g, 9. 

See, then, what wretched folly the 
sinner is guilty of, (how wise .soever 
be may. think himself, and how much 
soever he may despise the solder part of 
mankiiid), wfen he first enters upon a 
life of wickedness ! for he is then 
pvidencing to all the world, that Life 
and Death being set before him, he 
has determined his choice to the tatter : 
— A choice so ahsurd and unaccount- 
able, thai, did not experience convince 
us it is often made, wc could hardly 
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liink it pcmible fvr.a ratmnal creature 
to Ixrso bliiicL O IbUmd Gedl hast 
fhm set before us happiness and misery ; 
jo^ MMpeakabk and full of glory on 
the one hand^ and torments emUas and 
vitaleraUe on < f Ae other I hast' thou 
pom us the light of reason to guide us^ 
imd superadded that of thy Hofy JSpirii 
to iUmninate and instruct us; hast 
ifiau mphnitd in our nature a dread 
of^ and aoersumjrom, pain and misery^ 
and an insatiable tmd n€oer<easing 
thirst after hs^i^hiess; und is it pos* 
siMe Jhr us, after all this, tQ he so 
blind and senselessy such enemies to our 
aw7i souis, and so regardless of* their 
eternal welfare^ as to prefer the dark 
ways of sin and misery before t/iose 
blessed paths that lead to the bright re- 
gions of bliss and glory l^^Alas I such 
wretched fools are too many among us, 
who, notmthstanding all that thou 
hast done for us, will not hearken, nor 
be advised, but run headlong into the 
ways of sin and destruction. 

This indeed is a melancholy oon* 
SiderBtion: and what shall we S2l^ XO 
air^ien men out gf this j&ttal lexb^at^ 

6 



3 The great Inipor lance 

and to inspire tliem with a just sense of 
their danger? what! but intreat them tp 
consider, that, unless they repent^ they, 
'will certainly peri^sh ! For the wrath of 
God is rccealcd against all ungodliness, 
and mirigh/cousncss of . 7?ien : — and 
tliougii God winked at the times of ig- 
norance ; yet now he commandeth alt. 
7nen every 'cvhere to repent ; because he 
hath appointed a day y in xvhich he will 
jtldge the world in i^ighteousncssy by 
that man whom he hath ordained; 
wjiei^eof he hath given assurance unld 
ail ,vien in that he hath raised him 
from the dead. Acts, xvii, 30, 31. lu 
that awtul da}', sinners xvill in vain call 
to. the[ mountains . and rocks to fall on 
them and to hide them, from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb. — For, when 
the great day of his wrath is comCy xvho 
shall then be able tq .stand? Kev. vir 
16,1 J 7. . Who, indeed, shal] be able to 
Stand before the ftice of an. incenseil 
God, and bear bin) prqnQunce tliat 
dreadful sent.enqe, Impart from me^ ye 
cursedy into everiastitfg jire, prepared 

j^r ^/ie Z)^Ji and M^ Ang^U"^ — ^V\ 



«rD, ana sumcienciy snew us tne 
t necessity of denying ungodtimsi 

woTldly lusts, and living righ- 
Hy, soberly and godlily, in this pre- 
world. But because the weightiest 
IS, when their consequences are not 
edtately felt, are too apt to be dis- 
rded ; I shall enlarge a little upoD 

great Importance of a religious 
,'by endeavouring to prove these 
p things : 

That there is no solid happiness 
e attained in this life, but in the 
tice of Religion. 
. That as Religion is theontytbing 

can make us liappy while we live. 
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all this, will most certainly be rewarded 
with eteraal happiaess ia the life to 
come, 

First, then, I shall endeavour to- 
prove, That there is iio solid Imppitiess 
to be attained in tliis life but in the 
practice ofJteligion, 

It has ever been the great artifice of 
tlie Devil, to possess the minds of un- 
thinking men with an opinion that Re-' 
ligion is a sour, morose, ill natured 
principle; an enemy to whatever iS' 
pleasaiJt and cheerful) and that who- 
ever engages in the practice of itj must' 
r-enounce all the pleasures and enjoy- 
ments of this life, lint as the Devil- 
is the Father of Lies, it is no wonder 
that he sets every thing before us in a 
false and deceitful light: it was by tliese 
Dieans he deceived our first unliappy 
parents ; and it is by the same metlibds 
he endeavours to betray their too cre- 
dulous- posterity. He is continually 
representing EvU as Good, and Ciood as 
Evil; putting Darkness for Light, and 
Light for Darkness. He knows that 
there is such a beauty and comeliness 
Jn Helis'ioii, as no onecaubdio\si\\.\jv)X 



inth love uid^ admiratkm :* and ^ere- 
h» he endcavmftni ta: draw a yeil over 
:^ lustre^ and tp traise in our minds 
fi^hdiit idesfi CfEMioeniing it. And too 
jaany^ alas.t are misled by siich false 
sod unjust representations. . 

But '.would men be persuaded onee to 
ikiake the experiment; would they fof- 
Ake the dang^ow paths of sin, and 
walk 10 the way: that leads to ever- 
hsting hapjpineas; would they retire 
from the noisejand tumultqf a loose and 
dtsbidered life^ and listen to the still 
voice of reason and Religioti ; they 
would quickly find how grossly they 
have beeu cheated, and wonder how 
it was possible they should so long have 
been deceived. They would soon dis- 
cover, and then admire, the Beauty^ of 
Holiness^ and be thoroughly convinced 
that there is no pleasure like that of a 
good conscience; no real and solid 
happiness but what results from a life 
of virtue and holiness. They would 
then bless ihie happy change they h^d 
made, and would not part with t4ieir in- 
teresi ia Heaven for the greattet 6vv- 
jojrments this world could give lVv^w\* 
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Alt those empty pleasures which once 
captivated and ensnared them, would 
then appear mean and contemptible ; 
aod nothing would be thought of any 
real value, but what seta them forward 
in the way of salvatiou. 

O happy man ! (whosoever thou 
beest) that Jiast made this noble trial, 
and by a true and sincere repentance 
art restored to the favour and love of 
God! thou hast turned away thine tyea 
from beholding vanity, and canst now 
look up with confidence to God, and 
relish the pleasures of a virtuous life. 
How is thy mind filled with love and 
joy and admiration, when thou con- 
siderest, that by the grase and good- 
ness of God, thou art rescued out of 
the jaws of the devouring lion, and art 
delivered from fear and shame and self- 
condemnation : the sure and miserable 
attendants of aguilty conscience! 

We may have some idea of the hap- 
piness of such a man, by considering 
what is the pleasure of a redeemed 
captive when restored to his country, 
his liberty, and his friends; or of a 
jnarioersrotsafe on shore after a storm, . 






ijiiwrai-lie im ewiy ntoment lb nr. 
f^ctetkiii of being swallowed up bv 
fbc dee|>. Ami - ]^et it must be owue^ 
flie eoQipsrisotx ialls infinitely short: 
' ftr, wlfeat slaveiy is so great as that of 
SKHil ancler th$ bondage and dominion 
ofSm r or, what are the most terrible 
4ttigets of thesea; when compared with 
Aose to lirfaieh the sinner is continually 
esdottd.; 

But tnVe not some, it iday be asked, 
made trial of Religion, and y^t hare 
ibttndiM sattsfectioti therein; as may 
be concluded from their returning again 
to their former course of lifer' It is 
true, there are some instances (and sad 
ones they are, G(xi knows) of persons 
who after they have been once en^ 
lightened, and have tasted of the hea^ 
xtnly gift J and been made partakers of 
the Holy Ghosts haoe yet fallen away^ 
and entered again into a life of sin 
and debauchery. But has this been 
owing to a dislike of religion ? by no 
means ; but rather to a want of care in 
not avoiding the company which has 
formerly seduced them ; or to a fotgeX.- 
A/nesa, oratJeastaneghQU of the NO>»^ 
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1 4 The Great Imporlaiice 

and resolutions lliey have made; or, it 
may be, tliey have fallen under some 
violent temptation, wliicli they have not 
so vigorously resisted as they might and 
ought to have done. Instances, how- 
ever, of this kind, I trust are hut rare. 
-Whereas on the other hand, how many 
are there, w!io having forsaken the com- 
pany and conversation of the wicked, 
and, having lamented tlie folly and 
madness of tiieir past lives ; have from 
■being the slaves of sin and Satan, be- 
come the servants of God? these wili 
tell you f'tom their own experience, 
that tliey have found more true j^eaee 
and satisfaction in conquering one 
vicious habit, than they ever met with 
in the most sensual enjoyment; that all 
their past sinful pleasures' yield them 
now no other, fruits, than those bJtter 
ones of shame and rempisc : and that ia 
religion, on the contrary, they iind such 
a spring of comfort . cootiinially re- 
freshhig their souls, as they would not 
part with fur all this world can possibly 
give them; that they taste such, a. piea- 
suye in the service of Uod, as makes 
tlicjn. with hniv D/ifid. »\es\ve to dj:cU 
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m the koweafihe Lard all tie days of 
Aar Stfes^ to behold the fair beauty of 
Ae Lmrd attdio visit his temple; 
FnliD xxvii. 4. and like* btm, esteem 
k better to* be a door-keeper m the house 
if the liordf one of tbe meanest t>f 
God'is servant^ / than to 'dwell - in the, 
Uati of uhgadiinesSy anyd< the deliglits 
and pfeasures of a wicked and deluded 
tarlu*- ■■.>-.:- .-r!' :..• ♦.., 

. lu iact^ nothing can'gire a mam sot 
exquisite 'a sattstactibn^ a3 to- reflect 
ipcm the: actions' of^t' t^eli-siient life ;- 
to consider that hp lias made God his 
friend, and secured an hiteiest in the 
fevour of him who is the eternal source . 
and fountain of all good ; infinite in: 
mercy and loviiigrkindncss, as well as. 
]Q power ; not only able, but willing" 
and ready, to help and assist him in all 
difficulties ; a Being to wliom he may 
have recourse under every trial and* 
temptation ; under the greatest calami- 
ties ami troubles of life ; to whom he 
may^lay open all his wants and infirmi-. 
lies ; pour forth all his sorrows and af- 
fliction^ and may at all times with cov\- 
£/eijc€f look up, as being assured X\voA 
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lie has a powerful intercessor in heaven, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, in whom we 
have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins ; Col. i. 14- and 
who is able to save them to the utter- 
Tiioit that come unto God by kirn, 'seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them, Heb. vii. 25. I say, tor a man 
to consider these important truths ; to 
think that he is answering the end of 
his creation ; that he is doing the 
work for which he was sent into the 
world ; -that he is become a member 
of Christ, a child of God, and an iti~ 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven — 
how must inch thoughts cheer and re- 
fresh his soul with a solid, substantial, 
and lasting pleasure! in comparisoa 
whereof all tlw vain and empty enjoy- 
ments of this world are as nothing. 

But then, on the contrary, tor a 
wicked man to reflect, that the face of 
the Lord is against them that do evil. 
Psalm xiv. 16. and consequently that 
he is in the number of those against 
wliom God has declared his displeasure; 
W^a/, instead of working out his Saha- 

/"JtVi &!J/A /^Anf ,in/} fi'cmfilinir \\e W 
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igainst the day of xfratk ; and though 
(it may be) he is now cloathcd xvith 
purple and fine luien, and fares sumptii' 
oiis/if every day ; though lie may at 
juesent live in all the gaiety and splen-. 
iiour, the pomp and luxury, of a great 
fortane, yet there will come a time 
(and, for aught he knows, it may not be 
many moments oft) when he shall bQ 
stript of all his pleasures and enjoy- 
ments, and want t\(t\\ a drop o^ water 
to codl his tovi^ue : — surelv. such cou-j 
atlerations as these must strike the sin- 
ner with horror and amazeir>ent, an(!» 
like Belshazzar when he saw the ha)KU 
uriiing upon the ivall^ make liiin trcr-n- 
ble, even in" the midst of his greatest 
mirth and ]ollit^^ 

Can a man with sucli imi)rcs.slons on 
hi> mind (and these, or somclhiiiL;* like 
titese, will be sm^eto haunt the sinner) 
be said to be Ijappy r Arc the stings of 
conscience, the terrors of an aliinghty 
jiulge, and the dreadful expectations of 
(iad's vengeance, consistent v»ilh a 
btate of satisfaction ? — Alas! tlie liber- 
n-ic \\Yi\y ii<incr himself, and iWiuV. to 
urrc/rc otlicfSj bvputtino^ oa ua aV: Ori 
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gaiety aud pleasantness ; but, it is cer- 
tain, his mind can never be long at 
rest, while he carries about him a faith- 
ful monitor, that will be continually up- 
braiding bim for his folly and madness ; 
representing to him the dangers to 
which he is "exposed, and crossing him, 
as it were, in his \^ay, while he is ia 
full pursuit of his unlawful pleasures. 
And thoogh be may perhaps be able 
sometimes to silence the voice of this 
^oublesome companion, by mere dint 
<rf noise and extravagance; yet when 
his passions abate (for tliey cannot al- 
ways be upon the stretch) and the man 
grows cool, he will find the upbraidings 
of bis conscience return upon him with 
the greater violence. The shame-and 
anguish, the horror and confusion, that 
he will then feel, will infinitely over- 
balance all the satisfactions he can meet 
with in the enjoyment of his sinful ^ 
pleasures. 

I own, indeed, this is not the case of 
every sinner. A man, by a longcourse 
of wickedness, may arrive at such an 
hardened state, as to be incapable of 
a}}v virtuous imoressions : his soul mav 
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be seared, as it were, with an hot iron, 
and be fellen into such a deep and fatal 
lethargy, as nothing perhaps shall be 
able to awaken it, till it comes to feel 
Ifie very torments of the damned. 
But no one, I beheve, will think this to 
be a state of happiness. 

The trnth is, if we consider a wicked 
man with respect to this world only, ab- 
stractedly from what will be his portion 
hereafter, we shall (ind that there are 
many and great evils to which he is ex- 
posed, beside the torments of a guilty 
conscience. Are not pains and aclics, 
rottenness and diseases, the natural 
<frect» of lusts and intenipeiancei' po- 
verty and broken fortunes, the certain 
rfMscquence of pride and prodigality ? 
Does not passion, and anger, and re- 
venge, frequently expose men to mis- 
chievous, and, many times, fatal quar- 

' -lels and contentions P Does not robbery, 
theft, and murder, bring upon others 

j m shameful and untimely end? how 
many evils are there in the world, that 
are the immediate elfects of men's vices ! 

I From whence came wart and jSghting* 

\ mwff^ S^u/ saya St. Jam€i\ Vv, \ 
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Come they not hence^ even of your lusts 
that icar in your members? and iVoni 
the same fatal source are derived many 
or those other evils and calamities whicli 
some men labour under. If we trace 
them to their original, we shall iiaU 
tliem to be the natural fruits of lusts 
and passions ; to have proceeded i'roni 
covetous and ambitious desires, and 
the gratification of unruly appetites. 
Indeed, how can it be otherwise, if wc 
consider, that the curse of the Lord is 
in the house of the wicked; and that 
evil pursueth sinners. Prov. iii. 33L 
xiii. ai. How can any thing but 
misery attend him^ who has provoked 
the anger of an Almighty God ? 

Let us now consider, what is the lot 
and portion of good men in this world; 
and whether the practice of virtue and 
righteousness is not the most likely way 
to promote present as well as future hap- 
piness, and to make our pilgrimage here 
on earth a state of tolerable case and 
comfort. 

Solomon had as much experience of 
the pleasures of the world as ever man 
had, and . tried. a> many ways to make 
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bimsllf happy as liis heart could devise; 
having kept nothing from his eyes, that 
tkey desired, nor uith-ne/d his heart 
from any joy ; Kccles. ri. 10. and yet, 
when he came to cast up the account, 
he found this to be tlie sum of it, that 
tit was vamty and veiation of spirit. 
Accordingly, when he is instructing his 
itm in liie ways of true happiness, he 
advises him to get wisdom and under- 
standing. For, wisdom, says he, is the 
principal thing : there/ore get wisdom; 
dad with all thy getting get under- 
Uaodiag. And as an encouragement 
to do so, he tells him, that happy is the 
man that Jindeih -wisdom, and the ma7i 
that getteth umki-standing : For, the 
merchandise of it is belter thmi the 
merchandize of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more 
precious than rubies, and all ike things 
thou canst desire are not to he com- 
pred unto her. Length oj days ix in 
ktr right hand, and in her left hand 
riches and honour. Her ways are trays 
\^ pleasantness, and all her paths art 
Ufaff. Prof. Hi. 13, &c. Tliis w'lsdmw 
md understanding, which he lecoin- 
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mends, as a treasure of so great ralur, 
is not the rvisdom of t his world {fot tUiit 
\i foolishness rvilh God, 1 Cor. iii. i<)-) 
but it is the wisdom that cometh from 
above, which will innke us wise unto 
salvation: the wisdom of living in the 

. fear and love of God, and in a strict 
obcdience-to his commandments. Th& 

' fear of the Lord, says he, is the be-< 
ginning of wisdom, and the knowledge 
oftkeholyixttnderstaiid'tng: Piov. ix. 
10. or as it is in Job, Behold the fear 
of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to de- 
part from evil is understanding. Job 
xxviii. QS. 

Behold theri the excellency of re* 
Jigi«.n ! it. not only secures to us a re- 
version of endless happiness, but makes 
our lives at present easy and delight- 
ful : the very paths of religion are plea- 
sant, as well as the end to wliich they 
lead. It is true, vice has its present 
pleasures as wdl as virtue: buc then 
there is this diftercnce between thcni ; 
the pleasures of sin are weak, short- 
lived, and only varnished over; tiiey 
.begin and end almost in the sairiC mo- 
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at tlie expence of much succeeding 
trouble, shame, and self-condemnation. 
Whereas those which result from a holy 
and religious life, are substantial, siu- 
cere, steady and secure : they leave no 
disgust upon the mind : no loathings 
and dislike: are neither accompanied 
with shame, nor followed with remorse 
or sadness : those bitter allays to all 
sinful gratifications. ^* We may talk 
" of pleasures and enjoyments, sa3's a 
" Gi^eat Prelate * of our church, but 
" no man ever truly found them, till 
" he became acquainted with God, and 
" was made sensible of his love, and 
" partaker of his heavenly favours, and 
" lived in an entire friendship and 
" communion with him." No, cer- 
tainly; religion is the only happiness 
of a rational creature, the only thing 
that can give us any true and real 
satisfaction: all other pleasures arc, at 
best, bvit short and transitory; but in 
• xli^'-ion we find a delight and satisfac- 
tion> w4iich is solid, substantial, and 
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lasting ; a delight that grows and ira- 
pioves uuder thought and reflectioH. 

" Whenever (^o use t/te wordt of 
" another exceUent person) an action 
" is good and virtuous, it is not only 
" natural, but carries with it a felicity 
" flowing from, and essential to, the 
" very nature of it. Paternal, con- 
" jugal, filial affection; are they not 
" fuU of delight ? Justice, friendship, 
" beneficence, all the offices of hu- 
*' mauity, and the whole train of vir- 
" tues ; does not the exercise of them 
** administer the most sincere and last- 
" '"o j"y ^ The propensity Ihere ic 
*' in us toward them, and the satas- 
" faction there is in the doing y>f them, 
"does, in dispositions not debauchei^, 
" lead most irresistibly to the pracdcc 
'* of them : we have, when we are 
" about them, no boding, misgisinj 
" thoughts, no forbidding whispers, no 
" secret reluctancy. Comfort, corn- 
" placeucy of mind, and a gratulating 
" conscience, alway accompany such 
*' actions." 

What a perpetual source of joy ami 



/ 
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gladdens the heart, cheers and re- 
freshes the soul, and fills the mind with 
a constant serenity and cheerfulness, 
which is infinitely to be preferred to the 
poisy mirth of fools and madmen. He 
that is possessed of this inestimable 
jewel, has a treasuregreater than all the 
riches of the Indies: a treasure which 
he always carries about with him, and 
which neither the malice of the Devil, 
nor the wickedness of me?), can rob him 
of. And so long as he retains this 
fund of joy and comfort, (as he always 
may, unless he is wretchedly wanting to 
himself); iie can never be truly miser- 
able. For a good conscience, as it 
gives a relish to all our outward enjoy- 
ments, so it abates and takes off the 
edge of the sharpest affliction; and not 
only enables a man to bear up under 
present evils, but fortifies him against 
the dread and apprehension of future 
ones. It arms him with courage and 
resolution, and gives him such a firm- 
ness, and presence of mind, as makes 
him able to endure the greatest shock. 
Holomon observes, that the wicked jite^ 
i/}^/g //^ //^a/i pursiictk; but the rish- 

D 
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teous areas bold as a lion. Prov. xxviii, 
1. Ami the Holy Psalmist tells us, 
tliat a good man sfiall not be afraid of 
any evil tidings ; for his heart standelh 
fast, and believetk in the Lord. Ps. 
cxii. 7. The Lord, says he, is my Light 
and my Salvation; whom then shall I 
fear ? the Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be ^a/raid f 
Ps. xxvii. ]. Vea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
Death, I will fear no evil; for 
thou art with me, thy rod and thy 
staffcomfort me. Ps. xxiii. 4. What 
indeed should he fear, whose soul is 
anchoicd upon the rock of ages; 'who 
has the God of Jacob for his help ; 
whose hope is in the Lord his God? Ps. 
cxlvi. 5. He kuows that he is in the 
hands 'of a most gracious and merciful 
Father, and is fully persuaded that alt 
things shall work together for good to 
them that lave him: he is assured, 
that the eye of the Lord is upon them 
that fear him; upon them that hope in 
his mercy, to deliver their soul from 
death, and to keep them alive in 
famine. Fs, xxxii. 18, 19. And there- 
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fore he can rejoice in God, even in tlie 
midst of trouble and affliction, when he 
considers, that as his afflictions come 
from the hands of a good and gracious 
being, who does not xoillingly (^ict the 
children of men ; so he knows tliat as 
the time is' short, they can be of no long 
continuance, and that, if he makes a 
right use of tliem, they will wo7^k for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory^ 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

See then the folly and madness of 
those that take not God for their 
strength; but trust to the multitude 
of their riches^ and strengthen thcm-^ 
selves in their HHckedness, Ps. lii. 7 ; 
and think by these means to be for- 
tified against the evils of this life ! — 
Alas ! there are numberless calamities, 
from which wealth and power can 
never shelter us: and therefore if a 
man withdraws his trust in God, and 
t^kes sanctuary in the strength of his 
wickedness, he will find himself mi- 
serably mistaken wlien the day of ad- 
versity comes upon him. The weight 
of sin superadded to that of temporal 
evils, is a burthen ijeavier thaua.t\^ \vvi^- 

i 
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son is able to bear. It is certain, what* 
ever the great of this world may think, 
nothing can alleviate the pressure of 
worldly troubles but a good life. It 
is thdtf and that only, which is a suf- 
ficient counterpoise . to balance the 
weight of any severe affliction : nothing 
€lse is sufficient to support a man in 
the evil days of his pilgrimage^ and to 
sustain his spirit under the n)0st op« 
pressivc calamities of this Life. All 
other experiments, how promising so- 
ever, will be found vain and inefFec- 
tual. The consciousness of having in 
some measure lived ^ holily and un- 
blameably, will make him look up with 
humble assurance to the great sup^ 
porter of his being ; enable him to scie 
through the darkest clouds of sorrow, 
and behold with an eye of faith that 
heavenly country to which he is tra- 
velling, a«d where he hopes shortly to 
arrive- And this, though it will n#t 
wholly remove the afflictions wh[ch 
God is sometimes pleased, for wise and 
good ends, to send upon some men in 
this life, nor make us insensible of the 
j>angs that attend them ; yet it will 
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greatly lessen a^d enervate their force^ 
and enable us' to bear up under them 
with courage and . even cheerfulness. 
For bo V strong « consolation must it 
be for a good matii, under bodily pains, 
or grief of niind, to contemplate a state 
where there: shall be m. more wrraWf 
m marii pain^ and where, alt ttflr/t dtall 
hi wiped iox ever Jrom his eyes I . or, if 
* be .ia under the pressure of want and 
(xtreme necessity,, how must it support 
«ufl relieve bis sinking spirits to con* 
ttder* that he has a j^ther in heaven 
ito Mi^ never leave, him nar .fot^ake 
iim, Heb. xiii. 5. how much soever 
he may at present think fit to deprive 
him oroutward comforts ! and that tlicre 
is no person in the workl «o great, so 
prosperous, or so happy, but that 
(having a little patience) he himself 
shall be more so I 

The sum of what T have said upon 
this he^d is so elegantly expressed by 
the author of a late Essay upon the Om- 
nipresence of God, that, I am per- 
suaded, I shall leave this reflection 
more strong*]/ upon my reader^s m\v\A, 
^^/ sivf^ the words of that unkuo\vt\> 

V 3 
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but excellent, person : * How hapf 
(says lie, speaking of the intercou 
there is between God ^iid the souls 
good Men). ^ how happy k an 
tellectual being, whOj by prayer 2 
meditation, by virtue and gc 
works, opens thi^ communicat 
bet\KPeen God and his own so 
though thje whole crieation- «ho 
frown u|>on him, and all nature k 
black about hinv be has this light s 
support within him, that are able 
dieer his mind, and bear him uj 
the midst of all those horrors wh 
encompass him. He knows that 
helper is at hand, and is alw 
nearer to him than any thing else < 
be which is capable of apnoying 
terrifying him. In the niWst of 
lumny or contempt, hje attends 
that being, who whispers better thi 
within his soul, and whom he lo 
upon as his defender, his glory, i 
the lifter up of his head. In 
deepest solitude and retirement 
knows, that he is in company with 
greatest of Beings; and perce 
within bimself such real seAijttion 



^ bis presttitt^ *l are more delightful 
■'* than any ^biiig that can be mfct with 
^ in the cOBT^ation 0f his iMiimrei. 

* Even in ikt hMLf of death he eon<- 
^ siders the pains of his dissdliitlon tb 
^ be nothingiehiie but the breaking down 
'of t]iat partition, which' stands be- 
^ jtw^en his soul atel the sight of that 
^ 'Being, who is^ always preteiit With 
''fiitii, atad Is about to manifest itself 
^ ^o I^fR in fiilness of joy ^ 

^ )f we voii)d be thus happy, (to 

* proceed ia the ^irords of this pioiis 
^ ftutfaor) aod tbtfs sensible of our 
' Maker's presence, from the secret 

* effects of his mercy and goodness ; 

* we must keep such a watch over all 

* our thoughts, that, in the language of 

* the Scripture, his soul may have 
'pleasure i/i us, M'e must take cai*e 

* not to grieye his holy Spirit, hut 

* endeavour to make the meditations 

* of our hearts always acceptable in !iij 

* sight, that he may delight thus to i e- 

* side and dwell in us. The light ot iki* 
^ ture could direct Seneca to this do> 

* tri«e^ w a very remarkable pas^^^'^ 
'among his epistles } ^acer inest in 
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' nobis 'Spiritus, bonorum malontmque 

* Custos et Observator; et quemadmo- 

* dum nos ilium traciamus, ita et ille 

* nos. Tlieie is a holy spirit reaiding 

* in us, who watches and observes both 

* good and evil ineo, and will treat us 
' after the same mauner that we treat 

* him. But I shall conclude (says the 
' same author) this discourse with 
' those more emphatical words in 

* Divine Revelation; If any man love 
' me, he will keep my WQrcL, and my Fa-- 

* ther will love him, and we will co7>te 
' unto him, and make our abode with 

* him' 

I have, thus far considered the effects 
of a good life, first, as it fills our 
minds with joy, peace and comfort, and 
delivers us from those uneasy reflec- 
tions which haunt and torment the 
sinner; and, secondly, as it is a means 
to rescue us from those evils, wliich 
are the immediate consequences of 

■ sin ; and supports us under such afflic- 
tions as it sometimes pleases God to 
send upon good men in this world. I 
shall now consider it with respect to 

^o/jw other a'ivantaa'es it Ual\\ ^Xjovi ' 
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that of a wicked course of actions ; and 
I trust it will fully appear, that there is 
nothing so likely to secure a man's hap- 
piness in this world, as a strict ob- 
servance of the precepts and duties of 
religion. 

St. Peter lays it down as an un- 
doubted truth, that whosoever desires to 
live happily, must live hollly. He that 
^ill love I'lfej says he, and see good 
days J let him refrain his tongue J ram 
evil, and his lips that they speak 710 
guile ; let him eschew evil, and do good. 
1 Pet. iii. 10, 11. And the reason that 
temporal prosperity is so likdy to be 
the lot and portion of the religious mau 
is, because the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous^ and his cars are 
open unto their prayers ; but the face of 
the Lord is against them tluxt do evil. 
1 Pet. iii. 12. It is very evident from 
the whole tenour of the Scriptures, that 
the providence of God watches over 
and supports ^ood men in this world. 
O taste and see y says the holy Psalmist, 
how gracious the Lord is! blessed is 
'the man that trusteth in him. O fear 
ye the Lord, ye that are his saints ; 
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for, they that fear him lack iiothing. 
The lions do lack^ and suffer hunger ; 
but they who seek the Lord shall want 
no manner of thing that is gt>od. Ps, 
xxxiv. 8,9, 10, How remarkable are 
the words of the wise son of Sirach tQ 
the same purpose! Look at th^ ge^ 
nerations of oldy says he, did ever uny 
trust in the Lordy and was cofifounded ? 
or did any abide in his fear, and w^s 
Joi^saken? or whom did he ever despise 
that called upofi Ai/wf Eccles, ii. 10, 
Add to this, the observation of holy 
Davids I have been yokng^ and now am 
old; yet saw- I n&oer the righteous 
forsaken^ • nor his seed begging their 
bread' Ps. xxxvii. 25. -On the con^ 
trary, / have see^i, says he, the ungodly 
in great power ^ and flourishing like a 
grun bay tree: I went by^ and, lo! he 
was gone; I sought him^ but his plac^ 
could no w/iere be fou/id, ver. 35, 36. 
The contemplation of this watchful 
providence of God over good men made 
the devout Psalmist reSolve and say^ 
J will always give thanks unto the Lord; 
^is praise shall ever be in my mouth. 



r^- 



.' It 19 entna thht-Ood i> a befog of 
iflfifiiUfimrtty and faoiiness: and as he 
nHttt tfaertlbref hate 'hiiqiiT^ with the 
vtmott >ubbionmcei $o ' there is no 
doubt^lMlt a^terioUB aAd odosci^tious 
«lnervai}ce of the duties t>f ^tdigioa 
iriH Tebommeiid a nsair * to his favour 
and protection. He that feeds the 
fmU ofthtaiTithihu the gnu of 
ike'fie^, and beff anaturesodifFu- 
siVely lioitnttfti), M to makeliis sun to 
tise ontheevH as well as 01% the good, 
smdsemA'kiS'nttn both on^ the just arid 
^nfust ; wiVL nndobbtedly in a more 
peculiar manner bless the labours of 
an honest and industrious man, and 
provide for those that fear him and 
keep- his commandments. I would not 
be understood to say, that never any 
wicked man hath prospered, nor any 
good man been unsuccessful in thii 
world; it 'frequently pleases God/ for 
wise land good enoB, to suflfer the 
righteous to &U into great perplexities 
and distress©?. . However, since the 
scriptures as^ re us, that the l49rd will 
bkss the r^Meoas, and comp^u him 
»M /inumr as ivith jr shieii^ ^%^ N, 
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12. that wealth and riches shall be 
thp. house of hm that jeareth the Lo 
Ps. cxii. 3. and delighteth in his a 
viandments ; Ps. cxii. 1. that blessii 
shall be upon his head; Prov. x. 
ihat the house of the righteous si 
stand, xiu 7. and the tabernacle^ of 
upright shall flourish ; xiv. \\. thai 
shall be well with them that fear Gt 
Eccles. viii. 12. and in short, t 
Godliness hath the promifse of ihe 1 
that noxo is, as well as of that zvJiici 
to come; 1 Tim. iv. 8. we may c 
tainly cpuclucje, that a strict observai 
of the duties of thechristian religi( 
is the most likely way a man can u 
to thrive and prosper in the woi 
and to make his life comfortable £ 
happy. - , 

Of this tiuth we may be convinc 
pot only from the testimony of Sci 
ture, but from the reason^nd nat 
of things. For, let any one consi 
whether he who is just s^nd true in 
his dealings ; honest and sincere in 
his professions; and faithful to 
word and promises; who is dilig 
aj3d industrious in, ,kis. calUog; \ 
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makes it his constant rule to do to all 
men as he woulil they should do to 
him ; and is so far t'roni endeavouring 
to over-re^ch and defraud his neigh- 
bour, that he chooses rather to forego 
the greatest gain, than purchase it at 
the expence of the least injustice — I 
say, it is impossible for any person to 
reflect and not acknowledge, it i^ much 
more prohable, thatsucli a man should 
enlarge his foituuean the world, than 
he who acts the very reverse, that prac- 
tises all the arts of cheating and lying, 
of over-reachiiig aud circumvention, 
and stoops to every thing, how base 
and dishonest soever, which lie thinks 
will turn to bis present profit; that 
considers uot so uiucli Itow honest and 
upright his actions are, as how pro- 
fitable ; and cares not what his neigh- 
' bour suffers by his injustice, if he hiin- 
[ sdf does but get by it. Such a man 
I irhen he comes to be known (as he will 
1 act be able long to conceal himself), 
I »fll certainly lose his cretlit ami re- 
I putation ; be will become hated aoA 
fl ifcspised / aW every person wiW \*C 
aOnUltohave any rfea/ings wilU \vw£v. 
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On the other hand, the honest and up- 
right man (beside the blessing of God, 
which he cannot fail of) will be su.re to 
meet with love and esteem of all 
that know him: he will have firw, if 
any, enemies ; but many friends, and 
those some of the wisest and best of 
men ; who will be always ready to as- 
sist him, anrfglad of every opportunity of 
promoting his interest and happiness. 

2. Another great blessing of Life,t 
and which gives a relish to all other en- 
joyments, is Health. And who is more 
likely to obtain this blessing than the 
religious man ? for will not tem- 
perance, sobriety, and virtue (duties 
which he constantly practises) conduce 
more to a sound and vigorous constitu- 
tion of body, than surfeiting and drun- 
kenness, lust and intemperance? the 
mischievous effects of which are too 
visible to be denied. JFho hath woe? 
(said Solomon) who hath sorrow f, who 
hath contentions ? who hath babling f xvhq 
hath wounds without cause ? who hath 
redness of eyes ? They that tarry long 
at the wine^t they that go to seek mixed 
/jf7;/e. Prov. xxiii. 29, 30. NV\x^\.^^m? 
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and diseases have some men brought 
upon themselves, merely by their ex- 
cesses and debaucheries ! diseases, 
irhich have not terminated in their 
owa lives, but have been entailed upon 
their unhappy posterity ! and how can 
it be otherwise, unless it should please 
God to* change the nature of things? 
for, if men will run iiito those excesses 
which inflame and corrupt their blood ; 
it is no wonder that gout or dropsy, or 
some other inimediately fatal distemper, 
should proceed from such disorders. 
And when a vicious or debauched pa- 
rent has brought rottenness into his 
own bones ; though the children may 
be free from the vices of their father, 
yet they frequently feel all their lives 
the mischievous effects of his trans- 
gressions. 

3. Again : a cheerful and contented 
mi fid is another great blessing of Life ; 
for, without it, nothing in this world 
can make us happy. And by what 
means shall a man obtain this desirable 
disposition, but by the practice of re- 
ligion ? That will teach him to \ts\^^ 
hb frill to God, to submit to a\\ \\\^ 

£2 
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dispensations of his providence, a; 
to be patient and easy, cheerful a 
satisfied, under every disappointme 
and trouble he may meet with; 
IcROwipg that God is the sovereign d 
poser of all things ; a being of infin 
goodness, kindness, and love ; that 
does not willbigly afflict the children 
vieUy but makes every thing 'teork \ 
gether for good to them that lo^e hi 
And how quiet, easy, and contentc 
must such a man be under all event 
He has learned with St. Paul haw 
abound^ ajid haw to want ; and as he 
not puffed up with the one, so neitl 
is he cast down, when it pleases God 
send the other ; but goes through t 
world with a calm, even, and content 
mind, undisturbed by that inquietuc 
impatience, and discontent, from whi 
a proud, envious, and|imbitious man 
^Idom, if ever, free. 

4» Peace is another "great blessin 

highly conducive to the happiness 

Life : and to this the religious man h 

the justest claim. He considers, tin 

/^God^o hved us^ us to send his son 

^^ //i(^ propitiation for our s'ms^ 
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ought also to love one another ; 1 John 
iv. 10, 11. and therefore he is an 
enemy to no man, but kind and good- 
natured and obliging to all ; and, if 
any person is so unreasonable as to re- 
ward him evil for goody (^s the Psalmist 
complains some had done to himself) 
yet, in imitation of his blessed Saviour, 
\yhose example he continually sets be- 
fore him, he does good to them that 
hate himj and prays for them that des- 
pitefully use him^ and persecute him. 
Matt. V. 44. IFhen he is rcvilcdy 
he i^eviles ?iot again; when he suf 
ferSi he threatens not^ hut commiiteth 
himself to him that judgeth righ 
teously. 1 Pet. ii. 23. He resolves, 
as St. Paul advises, to put axvaij all 
bittejyiess ' and wrathy and auger, and 
clar^ioifr^ and evil speaking, with all 
malice; Eph. iv. "81. and endeavours to 
attain that wisdom which hfro)n above, 
which isjirst purCy then peaceable, gen- 
tU and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits. Jam. iii. i7. 
This principle or love, and charity, 
and good-will to mankind, as '\t \e\^- 
dcrs the wind quiet and easy, caXuv ^w^ 
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composed ; so It makes a man not ov]} 
happy in hin^self, but a blessing anc 
comfort to all about him ; and con 
sequently attracts the love, esteem, anc 
admiration, of all those that see and fee 
the kmd and benign influences of sodi 
vine a temper. Grent peacCy says thi 
Psalmist y have they xvhich love th\ 
Lawy and nothing shall offend them 
Ps. cxix, lQ5. And ihe Prophet as 
sures us, That the work of righteous 
ness shall be peace f and the effects o^ 
righteousness^ quiet ^^ess and assuranc 
Jor ever. Isaiah xxxii. I7. 

But now, on the other hand, the lifi 
of an s^ngry and revengeful man is al 
•torpi and tempest: he is like a troublet 
sei^ when it cannot rest, whose w^ter 
cast up mire and dirt. Is. Ivii, 20, H< 
3s a stranger to peace, and all th< 
blessed fruits and effects of it ; for 
where envt/ing and sitrife is, there i, 
confusion and evert/ evil work. Jamef 
iti. 16. His mind is continually rest 
Ipss ^nd uneasy, agitated to and frc 
with thp violent force of unruly pas 
sions, which lead him on froni one evi 
to anothejv and frequently h^ry hiix 



Iff ft R^gkui life. 46 

into those that are of the most mis* 
c:hievou8 consequence. What misery 
and tprment must a man feel^ who is 
possessed with a q)iritso directly con- 
trary to th^t of the Gospel ! how little 
can be taste of the true happiness of 
Life, whose mind is always discordant 
and out of. tune ! he may perhaps pos- 
9e$s a plentiful share of the goodT things 
of this world, but can have very little 
enjoyment ; fors what comfort can he 
iSad from any thing, who has no peace 
in his own mmd ; who is at enmity with 
himself, and with almost every one else, 
and is capable of being put out of hu- 
mour by every trifling, cross accident ? 
Is it possible for a man of such a tem- 
per to be happy, even in the midst of 
the greatest prosperity ? No, certainly : 
it is the meek-spirited, that our Saviour 
hath pronounced bkssed; They shall inr 
berit the earthy and be r^reihedy as the 
J^salmist speaks, in the multitude of 
peacCf Mat, v. 5. and shall find a real 
comfort in whatever they possess ; whicl), 
though it should happen to be but little^ 
yet, y^cmg enjoyed in peace axvd c^uvX^ 

^/2c/ with ^ cofl/cii ted n^ind^wWV uvw- 
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doubtedly yield them a inuch greate 
and truer satisfaction, than a man of 
contrary disposition can reap froii 
large possessions ^^nd ample revenues. 
5. I shall mention but on^ ad van 
tage more which a good man has abov 
a wicked one as to this world ; an< 
that is, in respect of dutiful and obedi 
ent children : which is allowed by al 
to be a great blessing in itself, and i 
what the former has much more rea 
son to expect and hope for, than th 
latten For, if it pleases God to blea 
a good man with children, he begin 
very early to instil into their tende 
minds the principles of virtue and re 
ligion he teaches them to remembe 
their Creator in the days of thei 
youth ; and brings them up in the fea 
and admonition of the Lord. He set 
before them, in hjs own conduct, th 
eijkample of a holy and religious Life 
and endeavours to wean them from th 
pride and vanity of the world, atid fror 
those hurtful lusts and passions, whic 
tend only to make them miserable bot 
Aere and hereafter. He instxucte iVvei 
^i? that knowleds:e whicb Vs usttvA ^ 



« 



11 not fail to do), ^vhat comfortable 
« may not such a parent entertain 
eaping the happy fruits of all his 
urs ! instead of looking upon his 
Iren with grief and trouble, and 
ng his grey hairs, by their means, 
ight down with sorrow to the grave; 
much rather may he expect to be- 
. them with pleasure and delight, 
Q he sees them as so many olive" 
xches round about his table, fruitful 
vtfy good workj tmd increasing in 
knowledge and love of God ? 
here is no person, I believe, but 
allow, that this is the most likely 
a man can take to be hapRy in his 



I 
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* 

the favour and love of God ; as is 
manifest from the great regard God 
expressed for Abraham on this very 
account. And the Lord said^ shall I 
hide from Abraham that thing which 
I do ; seeing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty natiouy 
and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him ? For I knatv him, 
that he wilt commajid his children and 
his houshold after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord^ to do justice 
and judgment : that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spo- 
ken of him. Gen. xviii. 17, 18, 19. 
This is a great encouragement to, 
parents, to be very careful in the 
education of their children: they are 
making provision for their own hap- 
piness, at the same time that they are 
endeavouring to secure that of their 
children. But, should they be disap- 
pointed in these their pious endea- 
vours ; they are laying up in store a 
good fou nidation of comfort, to them- 
selves at least, against the day of trou- 
A/e; I mean, if it should please God^ 
tA^t thejr should live to see t\ve\\ cXvX- 
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dren wicked and miserable, notwilh- 
standiiig all tlie means they shall have 
used to make them otherwise ; for they 
■will then have the consolation to re- 
flect that they are clear from the guilt 
of their children's sins; and will he 
free from those bitter self- reproaches 
that a wicked man must feel, who sees 
his children ruined by those vices and 
follies, which his example hath tauglit 
them, or liis carelessness and neglect 
occasioned them to fail into. Hitter 
reproaches, I say, those must un- 
doubtedly be, which such a parent will 
make to himself, when he considers, 
that he lias his children's sins, as well 
as his own, to account for; and ap- 
plies to himself (as he justly may) 
those dreadful words which God spake 
to the prophet Ezekiel : IVktn I say 
unto the wicked, thou shall surely die, 
and thou givest him not warning,' nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life; the same 
•wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 
but Ms blood will I require at thy 
hands. Ezek, Ji'i. 18. O terriWe wotda 
0/ wast Just Judgment I How diea.i?\3\ 
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must tliey sound in the ears,of a wicked 
parent, whose children have [ierished 
through his fault ! 

I have now considered some of those 
duties to which religion obliges us ; and 
endeavoured to shew how conducive 
they are to our temporal happiness : by 
which, I hope, it sufficiently appears, 
how much good men have the advan* 
tageof the wicked even as to this world> 
And here I cannot but take notice of 
the wonderful love of God to man- 
kind, who in order to encourage our 
obedience to his laws, has annexed a 
present, as well as future, reward to a 
good life; and has so interwoven our 
duty and happiness together, that, 
while we are discharging our obligations 
to the one, we arc, at the same time, 
making the best provision for the 
other. 

How much then do they derogate 
from the honour of God, who repre- 
sent.the precepts of religion as an un- 
profitable and unpleasant task ! when 
it is plain to any man, that considers 
tilings rightly, and is not utvdtr the 
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the great design of religion is to make 
us happy here, as well as hereafter. 
Accoi;dingly, all its rules and precepts 
are so admirably suited to this end, 
that, would men be persuaded to live 
in the practice of tiiein, we should find 
this world a kind of heaven upon 
earth. 

But, had the practice of our duty 
been ever so irksome and uneasy, and 
had nothing but trouble and iniseiy 
been the lot of good men in this world ; 
yet, when we consider, that this life 
will shortly have an end, and that there 
is an eternal weight oj glury reservc<l 
in heaven for tliose that truly love and 
serve God ; what wise man would not 
prefer the rugged paths of virtue and 
religion, which he knows will shortly 
lead him into an eternity ofhlissand 
happiness, to the ways of sin and wick- 
edness, (how pleasant soever he 
migfat find them) where he is in dan- 
ger every moment of fallmg into the 
pit of destruction, and which, he is 
lure, will, in a little time, bring him 
htca place of endless misery and x.ox- 
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But, since there is nothing in n» 
ligioa but what tends to make our 
lives easy,' cheerful, and contented; 
nothing but what is suitable to our na- 
tures, and agreeable to the dictates (rf 
right reason ; nothing but what will 
ennoble our minds ; enlarge our under- 
standings, and inspire us with a gene- 
rous principle of universal love, and 
, charity, and good-will, to mankind ; 
i;i short, since the commands of God 
are not grievous, but his yoke is easy, 
and his burthen light ; it manifestiy 
follows, that, as a good life' is the 
highest wisdom, so a wicked one is the 
extreme of foUy and madness. 

A PRAYER. 

O MOST gracious God ! who, out ol 
thy great love and tender regard for 
mankind, has set before us life and 
death, blessing and cursing ; and hast 
endued us witli a freedom of will, and 
liberty to choose the one, and avoid 
the other ; and, to encourage us to 
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as well as future reward to our 
ice to Ihy laws, and made 
ys of religion, ways oi' pleasant- 
.nd all its paths to be peace; O 
le wisdom and understanding, 
may not be carried away by Ihe 
ul pleasures of this world ; but 
e, and know, and choose, the 

which make for my peace, and 
1 my true and only happiness 
insist. 

vince me more and more, tliat 
the greatest of all evils ; that 
ind misery are always insepa- 

and that there is no other solid 
ibstantial happiness to be at- 

in this life, but that which re- 
om the testimony of a good cou- 
■, and the hopes of thy favour 
ceptance. Grant that these mo- 
tis truths may be so deeply im- 
l upon my mind, that I may 
it the sincere endeavour of my 
life to please and obey thee, who 

sovereign good and hafipiness ; 
ily sure i'Duiithtion of aU m'^ 
jot/j Jicft and /lereafter ; aud \n. 



^ 
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comparison ©f whose favour all the 
honours, riches, and enjoymeats of thU 
world, are as nothing. 

Deliver me, I beseech thee, from the 
shame and anguish, the horror and 
confusion of a guilty conscience; and 
give me that comfort and complacency 
of mind, which arises from the con- 
sciousness of having been iaichful in 
thy service, and obedient to thy wiiU 
And, since -thou hast been gra'ciously 
pleased to make thy service the most 
perfect freedom, and ^e practice of 
our duty so conducive to our present 
as well, as future well-being; O make 
me stedfast and immoveable in the 
ways of thy laws, and in the works of 
thy commandments; that, having faith- 
fully served thee in this life, I may at 
last be found meet to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in lights 
through the sole merits and intercessioa 
of our eternal advocate and mediator 
Jesus Christ Amen I ' 
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CHAP, ir, 

JN the foregoing chapter I have en- 
deavoured to shew, that religion is the 
only solid foundation of happiness in 
this world; the only thing that can 
make Jis pass the time of our pil- 
grimage here on earth with any 
tolerable ease and aatisractlon. I shall 
now proceed in the next place, to con- 
sider the great advantage' of a good 
life, from the comfortable prospect it 
gives us when we come to die. 

This is an advantage peculiar to vir- 
tue and religion ; and to whicha life of 
sin and wickedness Jicver pretended. 
llic most which the latter promises its 
votaries, is to regale their senses for a 
little time: it gives them no hopes 
beyond the grave; nor aims at any 
■thing farthn than a short-lived hap- 
piness. JVken a wicked man dieth his 
expectation shall perish. Prov. xi. 7. 
for what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
though he hath gained aU that xXm 
world am give hinp, zoHm God taVttl* 
F 3 
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aicai/ his soul ? Job, xxvii. 8. All h 
enjoyments are then at an end; an 
those schemes, upon which tie ha 
built his happiness, will vanish an 
come to nothing. But with a good ma 
it is far otherwise: he looks beyon 
this present life, and beholds with a 
eye of faith the heavenly Jerusalen 
the city of the living God; that pla< 
of endless happiness, which God hi 
prepared for them that love him. I 
the hopes and expectations of th 
happiness, he considers ^ himself as 
pilgrim and stranger upon earth ; ar 
is daily endeavouring, through the a 
distance of God's holy spirit, by a li 
of virtue and righteousness, to becon 
TOcet to be a partaker of the ii 
heritance of the saints in light 

It must indeed be owned, that deai 
is the great king of terrors; that tl 
dissolution of soul and body, an<l tl 
thoughts of becoming a prey to the d 
vouring worms, carries in it somethii: 
very shocking to human nature ; yet 
^ good man, death appears in a qui 
^jffrreDt view. He considers, that 
Ic^rc thk world is wily to q\i\t t^ \j\'^ 
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of trouble and vexation, of vanity and 
emptiness : it is to leave a barren and 
dry wilderness, where no xcater isj for 
the delightful regions of felicity, whtre 
arc rivers of pleasure and a never- 
ceasing spring of endless comfort, 
vhich will satisf}'- the most longing de- 
sires of the soul. He considers, that 
though this earihiy tabernacle is dis- 
^Ivedj yet he has a building of God, a 
house not made xrith hands, eternal in 
the heavens; and is assured with Job, 
that his Redeemer licethj and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the 
eai^th; and that though his body be 
destroyed, yet in his Jlesh he shall see 
God, whom he shall see for himself, 
and his eyes shall behold, and not 
another s. 5ob xix. 25, 26, 27. 

This is what religion promises to 
them, who, by patient continuance in 
well-doing, seek fon" glory and honour, 
and immortality. It is the hopes and 
exi^ctations of this unspeakable hap- 
piness that fortify the mind of a good 
christian, and give hirti a courage and 
^'solution, which even death itself slve^VV 
a%^t he able to skalic. 
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It was this that gave holy David sMch 
a firmness of mind as made him say, 
Though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of Deaths I will Jear no 
evil; for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. Ps. xxiii. 4, 
He had made God^his portion, his 
hope, and his trust : The Lord^ says he, 
is my stony rocky and my defence^ my 
Saviour^ my God^ and my mighty in 
whom I will trust; my buckler, the 
horn also of my salvation. Ps. xviii. 1. 
And though we find him sometimes 
complaining, that the sorrows of death 
had compassed hiiUy and thcmerflcno^ 
ings of ungodliness made him afraid; 
that the pains of Hell came about himj 
and the* snares of death overtook him; 
yet the great confidence he had in the 
goodness and love of God, and the 
firm belief of a better life after the 
present, overcame all his fears. / had 
faint edy says he, but that I verily be- 
lieve to see the goodness of the Lor4 in 
the land of the living. Ps. xxvii. 13.'^ 

Religion has been the support of 
g-ood wen in all ages. It is certain, 
whoever leans upon any thing f^^ hj'^ 
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find that lie trusts to a broken reeo 
which will l>en(l under him. There i. 
nothing (as I have observed in tliefbrinei 
chap tei) but the testimony ofagood con- 
science, and the ho|)es of the favour asd 
love of God, that is able to bear a n)an up 
under tlie weight an<l pressure of any 
great calamity; mucli less will anything 
else beasuthcient5Up{)ort at tlie hour of 
death. We shall i/ien be stript of all 
the pleasures and enjoyments ot this 
world; of all those tilings in which we 
are now apt to place so great a con- 
fidence: and, unless we are foitilied 
uith the shield of faith, mul the brcas(~ 
plaie of righteousness ; unless we have 
put on the Lord Jesus, and are cloathed 
with the robes of his rtghteousness ; 
we shall be lefl naked and defenceless, 
to encounter death with all its terrors. 
The sinner, how much soever he'may 
now trust in the multitude of his riches, 
and strengthen himself in his wicked- 
ness, must then give up all his depen- 
dencies, and descend into the regions 
if darkness, not only without hoye,but 
what is yet more terrible) w'llVv iicii- 
l expectations. Of what infttvUe vuo 
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ment then is it to all of us so to iive, 
that when the time appointed J'qt our 
great Change shall come, we may meet 
death without tear and horror ; and, 
with an humhie confidence, look up to 
God, in an assured hope of his mercy 
in Christ Jesus' 

A good hfe is indeed the sure pledge 
of a happy death. As it fills our minds 
with Joy and satisfaction while we liv^ 
far surpassing all the pleasures of 
sensual gratifications; .so, when we 
come to die, it gives us that peace of 
God whic/i passeth all understanding. 
When a man ia his last hour can look 
back upon a life well spent, and can say, 
with King Hezekiah, Itemembernow, O 
Lord, I beseech thee, how I have walked 
before thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have dom that which is good 
in thy sight; Isaiah xxxviii. 3. what 
an unspeakable satisfaction must it be 
to him ! how mild and calm will death 
then appear ! and with how little con- 
cern will he receive its summons! with 
wliat chearfulness wilt he then take 
/&aye of this world, and all that was 
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v-'\\\ he quit his earthly tabernacle when 
he considers, that he is to exthange it 
for a building of God, a house not made 
mtk hands, eternal in the heavens ! I 
say, what an tiiispeaknhle comfort must 
it be to a dying man wlien he is enter- 
ing into the xalley of (he shadow of 
death, to have before him a bright 
prospect of Ufe and glory ; to find the 
light of God's countenance sliining 
upon his mind, and the comforts of 
his holy Spirit chearingand refreshing 
hb soul ; to be able to look up to God 
with a 6ltal couiideiice, and, with a 
liope full of glory and immortality, to 
resign his soul into the hands of his 
Maker ; not doubting, but his heavettly 
Father, wliom he has faithful!/ served 
in this world, will take care of him, 
and reward him in the next; and that 
the same infinite power and goodness, 
which has carried him safe thraugh this 
tale of tears and misery, will conduct 
him in his passage to a blessed eternity ! 
Oh, bow ~ far more happy must the 
death of such an one be, than the mo^X. 
fBvied state of the greatest moTlaW vjVo- 
would not wish fodk the death of the 
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righteousy and that his last end may he 
like his! especially, 

If we consider, in the next place, the 
miserable condition of a wicked man, 
when death approaches. But how shall 
I describe the agonies and convulsions 
of mind, which a desparing sinner la- 
bours under in his last hour ! who can 
express the anguish and torment that 
he feels, who is under the terrour of 
death and damnation ! The spirit of a 
many says Solonwrfy will sustain his in^ 
firmity ; bat a wounded spirit who can 
bear? Prov. xviii. 14. The most ex- 
quisite pains and torments of the body 
are nothing, compared with what a dy- 
ing sinner feels from the stings of his 
guilty conscience. With what shame 
and confusion does he then look hack 
upon the actinns of his past life! How 
docs he tremble and stand confounded, 
at the remembrance of those sins which 
were once the darling objects of his 
guilty desires ! and what an horrible 
dread overwhelms his mind, when he 
considers that he is entering upon that ^ 
unclidnge'dh\e state, Vt^>w\ \\\\\cK l\e 
i/JOW3 tlicrt is no redemY>^\oa\ x\\^cv.\ke 
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is going to give an account of a life, 
uliich he cannot leflect upon without 
self-condemnation and remorse, and 
for which he is justly afraid hf siiali in 
a i'tw inoiuents, be consigned to end- 
less misery and torments? how does lie 
blaiite himself, when his conscience re- 
proaches him for having spent that 
time insignificantly, or wicliedly, which 
waii given him for noble and excellent 
purposes ; that he lias neglected the 
great au^l important work of his salva- 
tion, and been deaf to all the calls and 
invitations of God's holy spirit; that, 
instead of laying up in store a good 
tbiindalioii of hope and comfort agaiust 
thii day of trouble, «]iich is now come 
upon him ; he h;is heaped up to him- 
self a dreadful load of guilt, wluch is 
ready to sink hira with its intolerable 
weight. 

O wretched man ! what would'st thou 
give, were it in thy power, to recall 
iliose precious moments which thou 
hast lavished away in sin and vanity ! 
how dost thou wish, that thou kadsi 
hiOiVn m tiwe ihe things that Iwftong to 
//^ ^^c£/ bat a/as ! Meu Q.x% flvw 
G ^ 
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hidden from thine eyes ; and nothing is 
left but darkness and despair. 
' But let us suppose the life of a dying 
person not to have been so flagrant 
and vicious, as to fill his mind with 
such black and despairing thoughts ; 
yet, if, upon the review of it in his last 
hour, he Unds in tt such a mixture of 
good and evil, that he is in great doubt 
and uncertainty concerning his eternal 
welfare ; how sad and disconsolate 
must his condition even then be ! and 
what a dreadful anxiety will he labour 
under when he considers, that he is 
leaving this world and going he knows 
not whither; and he is just launching 
out into the boundless ocean of eter- 
nity ; and that the next moment he may 
sink into the terrible abyss of endless 
misery and torment! It is without 
all question,' a most distressful circum- 
stance to be doubtful concerning an 
event, of which it so nearly concerns us . 
to have some highly probable as- 
surance. 

O that men would be persuaded seri- 
ously to think on these things I that 
£//ey would hfi mise.. and consider their 
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latier end! Deut. xxii. 29. and, as 
the Psalmist advises, would keep inno- 
cency, ami take heed to the thing that 
is I'ight ! foTi thai, and that only, shall 
bring a man peace at the last, Ps. 
xxxivi. 38. And who is there so stu- 
pid, that would not wish for such an in- 
valuable blessing ' wliat wise man 
would not rather submit to the worst 
that could befall him here in a ^Aor^ 
life, than run the least risque of going 
out of this^oild under the lerrours of ' 
a guilty conscience ? It is, (whatever 
those, who are carried away by their 
lusts and passions may tliink) the ut- 
most wisdom of man to prepare for his 
latter end, by conducting himselr ac- 
cording to the will of his great Creator ; 
for, it is certain, (however some may • 
vainly flatter themselves), there- is no 
leaving this world with any tolecable 
composure, unless our lives have been 
such, as, through the tender mercies of 
God and the merits of Christ Jesus, to 
give us a reasonable hope that we may 
be found in the number of those whom 
our great judge sliaW at the \as\, Aay 
pronounce iUssed. But this can o^^:^ 
c 2 
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be tlie lot and portion of the rigliteous ; 
for, Iiow can any one, whose life has 
been a direct contradiction to the will 
of God, entertain hopes of his favour? 
perhaps, when he sees death approach- 
ing, he may bewail the folly ot ills past 
conduct, and with strong crying ami 
tears resolve upon a. newr course of hfc, 
if it should please God to spare him : 
but, since the Gospel hath po where 
assured us, that God will accept of a 
death-bed repentance, or be reconciled 
to a sinner wlio (after having lived a 
wicked and careless life, and been deaf 
to all the calls and invitations of the 
Holy Spirit, the threatenings of theGos- 
pel, and the checks of his own consci- 
ence) shall at the last, when he is able 
to gratily his lusts no longer, aud be* 
gias to fear the sad consequences of 
his sins, cry out for mercy, and wjsh 
that he had been wise in time — I say, 
since God has no where revealed, that 
lie will accept of any repentance which 
is not followed by a thorough change 
and amendment of lite, and a sincere 
cAedi'ence to his commandments: and 
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to briiig forth such fruits of repentance, 
how^precarious must Ai> hopes be, that 
are built upon so uncertain a foundation ! 
' It is true, to repent is all that a man 
who has led a wicked life can do, when 
be comes to die ; and it would be well, 
for his own sake, and for the sake of 
his sorrowful friends and relations, that 
he would do this much, and not go 
out of the world hardened and insen- 
sible ; for, who knows how far infinite 
mercy may be extended ? But, surely) 
it must be the greatest instance of folly 
and madness, to hazard a matter of 
such infinite moment upon so uncertain 
an issue; upon a few broken, confused, 
and almost despairing sighs and groans ; 
for, if the remorse and horrours, the 
solemn vows and resolutions of such 
men should not prove a true godly sor- 
row ; a repentance to salvation not to be 
\ repented oj (as no man can say they 
certainly will) they are lost and undone 
to all eternity. 
But suppose we could be assured^ 
; that a death-bed ropen tan ce would b^ 
; eflfectii^J/ yet who can tell, whetVvet ^, 
' ma aiayhave tJme for that woiV iijV 
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the hour of death ? Or, if lie could be 
certain that a lingering sickness would 

{)ut an end to his days ; yet how does | 
le know that God will then vouchsafe \ 

X I 

him the grace of repentance? and ; 
without that grace it is impossible he ■ 
should repent. O how much rather 
may such a person have cause to fear, 
lest God should be so provoked, l^y his 
many wilful refusals to hearken to the 
calls and admonitions of the Holy 
Spirit, as to cut short his dajs of grace, 
and deliver him over to a hardened 
and reprobate mind ! 

The Scripture assures us, that there 
ift a time >\hen men shall call upon 
God, and he will not hearken. Be-- 
cause I h(roe called^ and ye refused ; I 
ha:ce stretched out my hand^ and 7jo 
man regarded; but ye have set at 
nought all my counsely and would none 
of my reproof; I also will laugh at 
your calamity : I xoill wock when your 
fear cometh; when your fear cometh as 
desolation ; and your destruction cometh 
as a whirlwind ; when distress and an- 
^u/sA cometh upon you. Thtn shall 
/^^ c^r/l iij)on nic, but 1 iciU not an- 
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rtccr ; ifiiy tciU seek vie ceirlij, hat theif 
shall not Jiiid me: for that they haled 
hiorvleilge, ainl did not cbiisc the fear of 
the Zord : they tcoutd none of my court' 
set. They despised all wy reproof; 
there/ore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their oa'n way, aiid be filled with their 
men devices, Prov. L 24, ^c. Tlie einl 
oV the long-suffeiiug and forbearance 
of Go<l is to lead vien to repentance : 
Rom. ii. 4. but if, instead of producing 
that blessed cftcct, it oidy burdens thcni 
in tbeir sins, and makes tbem resolve • 
ro go on in their wicked courses, vainly 
presuming they wilt repent, when they 
come to die; Uow just it may be in God 
to leave them at their last hour under 
all the terrors and agonies of a fcarfnl 
death ! to laugh at their calamity, and 
to }nock xchen their fear cometh ! 

O consider this, all ye that forget 
God, lest he pluck yoa away, and there 
be none to deliver you. Consider it in 
due time, fK;fore it be too' late, before 
the dreadful hour comes upon .you: 
when sil opportunities of reconciling 
yourselves to lour offended Go«.\ sVa^ 
be taken fiom jitju, and t\\e (ioQt "a 
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hope shall be for ever shut. Silent 
the clamour of your passions, and liste 
to the threatenings of God's holy won 
the admonitions of his blessed spiri 
and the checks of your own coi 
sciences. Be persuaded to set aboi 
the great work of your salvation /< 
cfey, while it is called to day^ b 
fore the night cometk when no mc 
can xvork. Kemember, that thouo 
j'ou are now, perhaps, in health an 
strength ; in the prime and vigour < 
your years; surrounded with the pie; 
fiures of a great and splendid fortune 
yet the time is coming, and (wheth< 
you think of it or pot) is speedily a] 
proachiug, when you must take yoi 
Jeavp of all that is desirable upon eartl 
Kpthing will then stand you in an 
stead but a good conscience ; neithe 
honours, nor riches, nor any thing els 
that men are now so fond of, will the 
be able to give you on|5 moment's ea5< 
pr afford you one comfortable thou«;lr 
Nothing will then avail but the con 
3ciousnesis; of having in some measur 
apswered the end for which <3od sen 
j^'ou j'nto the woi\{Si\ by l\av\T\g\\\t«\*^ 
6 




tesBT antf love of God, atid hi sim^ 
Uy mni godhf sincerUy hcniing had 

icamersatkm in thii vforUL 
ft x^uM this that mack St Paul, desire 
'10 be disisolved and tc be with Christ; 
for, be had Jbtigkt a good fgfit, and 
kepi thejaith. And thereibre he coukl 
say witb great aasuraiice, when /^^ tim^ 
of Ms dtparture was at ha^id^ that 
there was Jaid up for hwi a crattfi ofrigk^ 
ieousnesSf wdiich the Lord^ the righteous 
jadgCj should give him at that d(nf\ S Tun. 
iv. 7f & Aad it was tltis that made a late 
pious divind • *f our diurchy when he 
was near his death, utter these remark- 
able expressions : * I am entering upon 

* my last labour; the Ijord gave, and 

* he is now taking away, blessed be the 

* name of the Lord \ tor, I thank my 

* God, I am going without any distrust, 
^ without the least misgiving, to a place 
' of rest, ami joy, and everlasting bliss* 

* There is no life like a happy death. 
' I. have endeavoured, even from my 

* youth, to approve myself a fiiithful 
' servant to my great Master. I have 

♦ KrulewelL Sec the Pre/act to kU Vixt DV** 
ci;d/rses /fulfiis/icd since kh Death. 
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taken some pains in writing several 
books; I have seriously consideied 
them: and am fully satisfied (looking 
on those about him),, that you may 
find in them the way to heaven. 
The christian duties contained therein 
have been my practice, as well as 
study: and now I find the advantage 
of it. And therefore be careful to 
read them often and seriously ; and 
live suitably thereunto, that, when 
you come to the condition I am now 
in, you may die with comfort, as you 
see me do. I have some little pain 
indeed ; but my pain is nothing so ex- 
traordinary as my hopes; for, I have 
earnestly repented oiF all my sins, and 
verily belie vtj, that, through the tender 
mercies of my God, and the merits of 
my blessed Saviour Jesus Christy I 
shall be carried up into Abraham's 
bosom.' After which, it is said, he 
made this short prayer. ^ I wait, O 

* God, for that everlasting rest, which 

* I want at present, but shall not long. 
1 I am ready, when thou my God 

* caUest for me; yet can stay with pa- 
t/ence till thoix pleasest ; fot x\v^ ^:\v^^ 
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is the best time, and thy pleasure ths 
* best pleasure.' ; -- , ; 

See her^ the eud of a good man ! 
how calm, how serene and comfortablo 
n his death I Is there any thing like 
thiSf in the case qf a wicked tnan,; iu 
the hour of his. dissolution? alas! no. 
If you behold such a person iu his last 
extremity (unless he die hardened and 
impenitent) you will hear little else 
but bitter reflections, sad bewaiiihgs,. 
wretched upbraidings of himself, for the 
folly and madness of his 'past life, tor 
gether with despairing, sighs and 
groans, black and dreadful to himself, 
and very terrible to all about him. 
May God of his infinite mercy keep 
every one of us from such a dreadful 
hour ! and teach us all so to number our 
days, as to apply our hearts unto wis^ 
dom; unto that true wisdom, whicli 
will make us wise unto salvation; fill 
our minds with comfort and satisfac- 
tion, while we live; and, what- is of 
infinitely more valued give us, when 
we come to die, that peace of God 
wk}chpassefAai/understan(ixng^ \\\vov\^\ 
Jesus CArist our Lord. Ameu \ 
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A PRAYER. 

MOST great and mighty God ! in 
v'hose hands are the issues of life and 
death \ Thou orderest all things by thy 
infinite powder and wisdom, and hast 
'Appointed for all men once to die; and, 
after this short life shall be ended, hast, 
of thy infinite gooihiess, provided for 
thy faithful servants a state of endless 
bliss and happiness. 1 make me 
truly sensible of the frailty and uncer- 
tainty of my hfe; and teach me so to 
number my days, that I may apply my 
heart unto true wisdom. Let not death 
ever surprize me unawaros, or find m€ 
in a atate unprovided. But grant that 

1 may' live in such a constant prepara- 
tion for my latter end, that, how sud- 
denly soever thou &halt be pleased to 
take me out of this world, I may h% 
found ready and prepared for that great 
account, which I must one day give be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ. 
JSnable mt, by the assistance of thy 

^r^scc and holy spirit^ to fuV\s\\\\v^ ig^^-xV 
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work of oiy Mlvatioii bdbre the: night 
comes^ when' no man ew woilc, and 
to lay a good ib^Ddation of hope and 
eomfort against the hour of mv death : 
that, when the tinlc of inj departure 
aiiaU come, I may look back upon a 
wdl-ipent life with jdjr and comfort, 
and nlay. meet death without fear. 

Look Upon m^ O moat graeiout 
God, when the time of my di^oiutioii 
draws nigh^ as a reconciled father ioi 
Christ Jesuf. Speak peatce tin|o m v 
coinscienpei and say unto )axf soul, ' I 
' aifn the God of thy Salvation.* I^et 
not the cruel enemy of souls afFrighten 
me with his terrours; but give thy 
holy angels charge over me, to keep 
me out of his hands; and let the com- 
forts of thy Holy Spirit chear and 
cherish my soul in its passage through 
this vale of tears and misery, to a happy 
eternity* 

O Lord ! leave me not to myself in 
that time of distress, when I shall stand 
in so much need of thee. Confirm my 
iaith ; support me in my dying agonies ; 
and forssLke mc not wheu mv uXiQXSi^^^ 

H 
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faileth. Let thy merciful ears, O God, 
be then open to my prayers ; and spare 
me, O Lord most holy, O God most 
mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy judge eternal ! suffer 
me not at my last hour, through any 
pains of body, or weakness of mind, 
to renounce my dependence upon thee. 
But grant, O merciful father, that, with 
an humble reliance on thy mercies, and 
the infinite merits of my dear Redeemer, 
and with an entire submission to thy 
blessed will, I may chearfuUy resign my 
soul into thy hands, and may be willing, 
and eren desirous, to leave this world,, 
when thou, my God, in thy great wis- 
dom, shalt see it fitting. 

O Ix)rd ! let me never be separated 
from thee ; but grant that my soul may 
be so united to thee, who art the fulness 
of all happiness, by the strongest ties of 
faith, love, and obedience, that, after a 
life spent here in thy service, I may dwell 
with thee in life everlasting, and be re 
celved into those mansions of -eternal 
bliss and glory, which thou hast pre- 
/)ared fpr them that truly love and 



of a Religious Life. 75 

fear thee. Grant this, O Lord, through 
the merits, and for the sake, of thy be- 
loved Son, Jesus Christ, our only Sa- 
viour. 



€HAP. III. 

Hitherto I have considered, the 
great advantages of religion, as they 
respect only our well being in this 
world, and ourgoing comfortably outt)f 
it: but, there are other advantac:es at- 
tending a good life, infinitely beyond 
all that have been mentioned ; namely^ 
tliat it will entitle us, through the merits 
of Chruft Jesus, io an inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undejiled, and that fa^ 
dcth not away. I shall endeavour, 
therefore, to shew, in the last place, 
that a serious and conscientious ob- 
servance of the duties of religion, will 
most certainly be rewarded with eter- 
nal happiness in the life to come. 

And here I shall not presume so 
much as to aim at a description of that 
txceedh?^ zc'cight of glory, whic\\ GoA. 
hi$ reserved tor those that tvu\;/ V^NOi 

u2 
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him. In the scripture, indeed, the 
glories of the other world are repre* 
seated to us, in condescension to our 
weak capacities, as a kmgdotn^ and a 
a crowrif an eternal kingdom^ and a 
never-foding croum; but the state of 
the other world is a state so unknown 
to us, and so much above our imperfect 
conceptions, that we shall never be able 

. fplly tp comprehend it, till we arrive 
at the actual enjoyment. For, though 
we know that we shall there see God, 
9nd the blessed Jesus, who loved uSj 
and gave himself for us, and shall to all 
eternity enjoy him who is the source 
and fountain of all good ; that we shall 
there converse with saints and angels, 
and for ever be singing anthems of 
praise to our great Creator and Re-^ 
deenfier ; yet how great the pleasure of 
this will be, and with what extasies 
and raptures our souls shall then break 
forth, when they taste of t\\t fuhess of 
that joy which is in the presence of 
God for evermore ; is what our finite 
understandings cannot possibly reach. 
Of this, however^ we may rest assured j 

^A4t tfic thipgs wh\cU God \v^v\v \^^ 
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served for them that love him, are such 
* as neither eye hath seen^ nor ear heard^ 
neither hath it efitered into the heart of 
man to conceive. As this is sufficient 
for us at present to know in general, 
couecruing this fact ; all curious in« 
quiries into the precise nature of the 
happiuess of the next life, will be of 
small use to us: they may 611 our 
heads with fine speculations, but will 
signify little to direct our practice. 
What we are more concerned to knoM^ 
and in the most explicit manner is, 
that our sincere obedience to God's 
comnian(hiients will certainly be re- 
warded with eternal life and happiness. 
This, indeed, is a matter which it im- 
ports us to be well assured of; that we 
Diay not be weary of well-doing, but 
viay run xoith patience the race that 
, iV set before usy Heb. xii. !• and press 
towards the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Phil. iii. 14. 

There are some indeed (and a me- 
lancholy reflection it is that there are^ 
who would havc.us believe, thatNVcdx^ 
. like the beasts wh\cl\ perish, «iwA \\\^X. 

«3 
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wlien we leave this world there is an 
end of our existence. But these, upon 
inquiry, I believe, will be always found 
to be persons who first live as if tliere 
was no God, and then endeavour to 
persuade themselves and others, that 
there really is none: so that, instead of 
regulating their practice by their faith, 
they most preposterously suit their faith 
to their practice. I shall not, therefore, 
concern myself at present with these 
men ; my design being chiefly for the 
sake of those, who believe the christian 
religion, and the revelation of God's 
will in the Holy Scriptures. And 
surely to such it can be ho doubt, but 
that in those sacred writings we have 
eternal life; and that the performance 
of God's commandments, is the certain 
and indispensable condition of obtain- 
ing it 

Natural religion, it is true, will teach 
nSj not only that God iSy but that he is 
a rewarder of them that diligenthf seek 
hijfi; but it hath pleased God, of his 
^reat goodness, not to leave us to the 
J/^At of nature Bloutj to d\%covet tKis 
weigbtfr tmtl}. The tcytW^^ pi ^uoxivw 



rfm MeHgioui Lifu 79 

life are so fatly and diearl^ reveled in 
the writings of our Saviour and his 
ft|M)8tlcs ; and (be way to obtain them 
&i there so phibly marked out ; that 
there is oo room fbr any doubt, or uncer-* 
tainty concerning that matter. What* 
ever dark; or imperfect notions the« 
/eav, as well as Ccntit^^ had of a 
fiitiire static it is certain, thai Ufe and 
immartalUy is now brought to light by 
the Go9pd ; and we may r^st assureci^ 
that though,, when we die/ our bodies . 
shall be laid in the cold chambers of 
the grave^ and (here becbme the food 
of worms, and moulder into dust ; yet 
it will not be long ere this corruptible 
shall put on vncorruptio7tj and this mor-* 
tal shall put on immortality. I Cor, 
Jtv. 53. For J God hath appointed a 
.day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness^ by that man whom he 
kath ordained I whereof he hath given 
assurance unto aU men^ in that he hath 
raised him from the dead: Acts xvii, 
31 • A d2Ly wherein we must all appear be* 
fore the judgment seat of Christy thxii 
finery o^ m^ receive th^ things done xtv 

4^ Mdy, 0cc4n^ng to that ha hatH 

s 
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done, whether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. 
V. 10. And then all that are in their 
graves shall hear his voicCy and sJiall 
come forth : they that have done good, 
vnto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evilj unto the resurrection 
cf damnation. Jolin v. 28, f9^ 

He then who believes- the Gospel 
(as every one must, that lives in the 
light of it, unless he bfe wretchedly 
blinded by his lusts and passions) caa 
never doubt of these two great articles 
of the christian religion ; the resur^ 
rection of the body, and the life ever^ 
lasting. The possibility of the former 
hath been made evident by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead ; 
and the certainty of the latter appears, 
from the express declarations of Gcxi 
in the Holy Scriptures. Indeed, the 
whole tenour of the christian religion 
sufficiently proves it ; every precept of 
which tends to purify and refine our 
natures, and to fit and prepare us for 
the society of saints and angels ia 
another life. The Apostle assures us, 
that God hath not appointed us ta 
s^raM, hif to obtain wt-ootion by tw 
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Zofi Jesui Ckrlst^ who died fer us^ 
that «e skwtd lice ^together with him^ 
Thes. V. 9i 10. And St. John tdls iis^ 
th9t God $o hoed the worlds that he 
gofoc hie anfy begotten son^ io the etid 
thmt all that believe in him should not 
ferish but hofoe everlasting life*. John 
liL 16. 

If tfoeo we believe that God » in- 
finitely just and true, we can uever 
doubt that at the great day of retri- 
butioB, he wtil render to every man ac^ 
iwrdimg to hisdeeik. To thent who, by 
patient continuance hi weU-doing, seek 
for glory and honour and immortality ; 
he (who is tiniih itself, and cannot de* 
ceive) hath promised eternal life: but 
to them who are contentious^ and do 
not obey the Jruth, but obey unrigh- 
teousness; he hath declared that be 
will pour forth his i)idignation and 
wrath, tribulation aad anguish^ upon 
every soul of man that doth evil, of the 
J^w firsts and also of the Qentile. Koni. 

ii. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Our Saviour, in his exposition of the 
j parahJe of the tares, tells us XVv^X. at 
M^ e^if a/^Ae ^^orid, the Son oj Mw 
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shall send forth his angels, and they 

shall gather out of his Kingdo?n all 

things that offetid^ and them which do 

iniquity, and shall ca^t them into a fur^ 

nace of fire : there ^hall be xvailing ani 

gnashing of teeth. Matt. xiii. 40, 4i, 

42. So likewise in his exposition of 

the parable of the Net^ in the same 

chapter, he says, that at the end of the 

world, the angels shall come forth and 

sever the wicked from among the just, 

and shall cast them into the furnace of 

fi)*e : there shall be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth. Ver. 49, 50. Thus again, 

we are told by our Saviour, that when 

the Son of Man shall come in his glory, 

yand all the holy angels with him, then 

shall he sit upon the throne of his glory^ 

and before him shall be gathered all na-^ 

tions, and he shall seperate them one 

from another, as a shepherd divideth 

his sheep from the goats ; and he shall 

set the sheep on his t;ight^hand, but 

the goats on the left. Then shall he 

say unto them on his right-hand ^ 

come, ye blessed of my father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared, for you from the 

j^^^'/zmijig of the w;orld : ^IsXX.* 'x:«-v% 
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SI, 32, ^3y 34. but to them on the left- 
hand; depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting jire, prepared for the dexil 
and his angels. Ver. 41. And these 
shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment, but the righteous into life eter- 
nal. Ver. 46. 

This, as it is a plain and lively 
description of the awful solemnity of 
that great and tremendous day, zvhen 
the Son of Man shall come in the glory 
of his Father, with his angels, to judge 
the quick and the dead; Matt. xvi. 27. 
so it is sufficient to convince us, that, 
though without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. yet that 
every one who believes the Gospel, and 
sincerely obeys the precepts of it, shall 
assuredly enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Matt. vii. 21. This was the 
very purchase of Christ's blood, and 
the end for which he was contented to 
be given up into the hands of cruel 
men, to be buffeted, spit upon, and 
evil-entreated, and at last to suffer a 
cruel and ignominious death upon the 
cross. He gave himself for tis, that 
//e m/£^A^ 7r</eem ks from all ini(j[uUy> 



84 The Great Importance 

Tit. ii. 14. and become the author oj^ 
eternal salvation to all them that obey 
him. Heb. v Q. Though he was rich^ 
yet for our sakes he became poory that 
we through his poverty might be made 
rich. 2 Cor. viii. p. He was wounded 
for our trafisgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him^ and with his 
stripes we are heated. Isaiah liii. 4. 

The redemption of mankind was 
thought a design worthy the Son of 
God. The souls of men were of so 
great a value in his sight, that he 
esteemed nothing too much, or too 
great, to suffer for their sakes. He 
saw and pitied our misery, and knew 
that without a Saviour we must be lost 
for ever : he therefore condescended 
so far as to humble himself even to the 
death upon the cross, for us miserable 
sinners who lay in darkness and the 
shadow of death ; that he might make 
us the children of God, and exalt us 
to everlasting life. So that though we 
were sometimes afar off^ yet being ntm 
made nigh by tlie blood of Christy we 
are no more strangers and foreigners^ 
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^^ fdlOaxitixent with the saints^ end 

of the hoiiekoU^ God. Efhcs.il 13, 19* 

And if we are careful to perform pur 

jpxU, we may assuredly say with St. 

Tiral that henceforth there is laid up 

,for us a crown of righteousness^ which 

the Lordf the righteous judge, shall 

me us at that Aty, 8 Tim. iv. 8* 

For we ha%*e the promise of him who is 

truth itself and cannot deceive us, 

that, if we are faithful unto deaths he 

will give us a crown of Itfe. ReveLil 10« 

And what a glorious incitement is 

this to all men, to live soberlify righ^ 

teously, and godiUy in this present^ 

world! What can be more effectual to 

make us steadfast ^ and unnioveablCj 

always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, than to know that our labour 

shall not be in vain in the Lord; 1 Cor. 

XV. 58. that no good action which we 

do, shall be lost and fruitless ; on the 

contrary, that, in a little time, all our 

services will be infinitely rewarded; 

that every grace and virtue which we 

exercise in this life, and every degree 

of tbeiw^ shall receive their just recom^ 

j^e:^/^^ at th^ resurrection ofth^ jiut 5 
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and that, if we obey God's laws faitlv 
tidly and sincerely, we may be assure<l, 
that, through the tender mercies of our 
heavenly Father, and the merits of our 
lledeen»er, we shall l>e receive-d into a 
place of everlasting rest land peace; 
where we shall adore and praise the 
author of our salvation, and contem- 
plate the glorious perfections of liis 
majesty, with a joy and satisfaction in- 
finitely exceeding all that we can now 
possibly conceive? 

^ O blessed time !' (to use the words 
of Archbishop Tillotson) * when mor* 
tality shall be swallo^ved up of life, 
and death and sorrow shall l)e no 
more ! when we shall be eased of all 
our pains, and resolved of all our 
doubts, and be purged fvQm all our 
sins, and be freed from ail our 
fears, and be happy beyond our 
hopes! and have all this happiness 
secured to us beyond the power of 
' time and change !' 

As these considerations cannot but 
at present fill our hearts r£?//A joy un- 
^jeaial/hf and excite us contiuually to 
£'/z'^ //ia?iks unio the Fotlier^ uUkK 



ktr0i mikle w meet to be pariahelrs of 
f4r iaheritmce of Me sfiints m light ; 
jd^ huth deihered us from the power 
^\ dbrkness^ and translated u^ into the . 
i'mgdom of M'u dear Son; C^qL j. is, 

« ISi fto^ when we come to haye 9 nearer 
a»^ more knmediate view of the glo^ 
ma of that kingdom wbicli God hith 
fMnrpaie^ for iifts; hov will our soub 
iircftk forth into extusies: Qf love and 
pj ! how ' will ^t transport us to see 
mm^ wliom ve have loved and iaith- 
teX\y served! to see htm, not arraigned 

. fer a matefuctoiv^not Iiangmg \\\ a 
sliameful manner upon the cross ! but 
to see him, in all his majesty and gloyy, 
MUing in a triumpliant manner upon 
his throne, adored by angels and arch- 
angels, thousand thousands ministering 
unto him, and ten thousand times 
tea thousand standing before him ! 
Dan. vii. 10. to see him, I say, not as 
an angry and incensed judge, but as a 
merciful Saviour and Redeemer, look- 
ing upon his faithful and beloved ser- 
vants with the tenderest aiFectipn, and - 
receiving them inio the avm^ o^ \v\% 
ercrlastiog mercy, with tUo&e Tav'v^V^^TV'S 

13 
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words, conie^ ye blessed of mii Fatha\ 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for yoa 
from the Joundation oj the xvortd! 
Matt, XXV. 34. 

But then, on the other hand, with wliat 
anguish and despair will the wicked 
and ungodly appear before the dread- 
ful solemnities ot'that av/tul day! how 
will they tremble and be confounded, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels^ in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey fiot the 
Gospel of our LOrd Jesus Christ? 
2 Thcss. i. 7, 8. when they shall see 
the heavens passing away with a great 
noisej and the elements melting with 
jervent heat; the earth also, and the 
Tvorks that are therein, burnt up ! 
•2 Pet. iii, 10. when they shall behold 
hell open to receive them, and the great 
Judge of the world, with terrour in his 
looks, ready to pronounce that dread- 
ful sentence, depart from me, ye cursed^ 
into everlasting flre prepared- for the 
devil and his angets ! W at t. xx v. 4 1 . 

Oh ! in what confusion and agonies 
^j}) thos§ $onh be, to whom those 



dnpulful words shall then be spoken ! 
fttow will they call upon tie numtUalm ' 
mid rocks to faU on them, and to hide 
them from the face of him that jit ieth 
M #Ae throne^ and from the wrath of 
Ike lamb i llev. vt. 1 6. — But alas 1 
what^ will that avail them, when the 
great day of hit wrath is come I whither 
ihalt they betake theroselveSi when both 
iiht. earth and the heavens skill ike 

' from the presence of the Judge I Kev. 

, X%' 11. if the Saviour of the world 
f pndemns them, who shall intercede in 

*^:Aeit' l)ehalf? if fle, that once died to 
purchase ihefr salvation, will not save 
them (as it is certain he will not save 
the wicked and impenitent), to whom 
shall they fly for succour ! it will then 
be too late to cry for mercy, when the 
time of judgment is come; too late to 
lament their folly and madness, when 
the time of working is over : all pcay- 

I ers and entreaties, all tears and repent- 

\ ance, will then be in vain. He that is 
u?fjusi must be unjust still; and he 
that is filthy must he filthy still. Ucv» 
xxji. )h /Js the tree is fallen^ &o\t 
/5r//j/ //? for cyer. The time oS \.m\> 
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(he day of grace, is ended, and there 
7xmains no more sacrifice jar sin ; but 
a Jiert/ indigjiation must devour them 
Heb. X. 26. 27. The dreadful hour is 
come, when they must be banished for 
erer from the enjoyment of him, in 
whose presence alone is fullness of joy ; 
and be doomed to those lakes of fire 
and brimstone, xohere the xvorm dieth 
not J and the fire is not gue?2ched; 
where they must be bound in everlast- 
ing chains, and be dat/ and night for 
ever and ever tormented (Rev. xx. 10. 
by the Devil and his accursed spirits 
(those cruel and unrelenting beings) 
in the flames of a most outrageous and 
never-to-be extinguished fire. 

* Could I represent to you' (says 
Archbishop Tillotsony in one of his ex- 
cellent sermons) * the horror of that 

* dismal prison, into which wicked 
^ aivd impure souls are to be thrust, 

* and the misery they must there en- 

* dure, without the least spark of com- 

* fort, or glimmering of hope; how 

* they wail and groan under the in- 
^ tolerable ^rrath of God, t\\^ va&olewt 

^ jscorm and cruelty of devWs^ v\ve ^eN«^% 
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' lashes ahcrsiiiiigs, the raeinfi; anguish 

* tind horrible despair ot their own 
'^ minds, without ifitenhission, without 
^ ^pity, and wiljioot hope of ever seeing 
'* an end of that misery, which yet is 

* imsiipportabte for one moment. — 
' Could I represent these things to yon 

* according to the terrour of them; 
' what effect must they have upon us ! 

'* with what patience could any man 
' bear to think of plunging himself into 
' thi» misery ; and by his own wilful 

* fault and follies endanger his coming 

* into this place and state of tor- 
^ ments !' 

Oh ! who indeed, can think of these 
things without resolving, in good 
earnest, to flee from the wrath to come, 
^nd to secure a happy eternity, by a 
life of virtue and righteousness ! who, 
that believes the wicked shall be turned 
into hetlf and all the people that forget 
God; that considers what it is to dwell 
in the most exquisite misery and tor- 
inents to all eternity ; who, 1 say, that. 
considers these truths, will not imme- 
diBtely resolve to hace no fcllofcoshi^ 

^'//^ ///^ ^u/i/ruit/ul works of i(iir\irith% 
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but give himself up entirely to the ser- 
vice and obedience of the blessed 
Jesus, with unfeigned resolutions of 
living soberly^ righteously^ and godly 
in this prese?it icorld! in a word, \v1m> 
that is truly wise, and considers that 
time itself compared with eternitj', is 
short, and that the time of man is much 
shorter; that eternity has neither end 
nor change ; and that every man is 
hastening to an eternal and invariable 
state, and will soon be summoned to 
appear before the awful tribunal of 
God ; there to give an account of his 
actions ; and, according as he has be- 
haved himself in this life, be then con- 
signed to a place of endless happiness 
or misery; — who, 1 say, that reflects 
upon these great and important truths, 
with that seriousness and concern 
which they deserve, would ever resign 
his integrity, and part with that in- 
valuable prize, a good conscience^ for 
the greatest happiness this world could 
promise him ! How is it possible that 
a man, who will give himself time to 
consider wh^t it is to be under the eter- 

mi clhphdsuve of A\vxv\a\A>} <o^ 
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shfMild <lo any thing wilfully and de- 
Ubetately, which he knows will provoke 
his anger ! what wise man would not 
railier submit to the worst that could 
befall him here in a sh4>rt lite, than to 
Tun the lea^it ri«que of ofTending him 
on -whom his welfare and happiness 
must depend hereafter, as well as at 
-present; not opiy in this life, but 
through all eternity: especially when 
be considers what obli^tions he is 
under to approve himseli a faithful ser* 
vant of bis great master, and to direct 
and govern his whole conduct by the 
will of his Creator; when he reflects 
upon the infinite love of God mani- 
fested in all the works of his creation 
and providence, but particularly in that 
stupendous niystery of our redemption; 
when he thinks upoji the breadth and 
length, the heigh th and depth of that 
Ifwe of God, which moved him to send 
his onlvbeootten Son into the world, 
to be the propitiation for our sins, and 
to suffer a, cruel and ignominious death 
upon the cross, that we might not 
per'/sb, ii/t //ave everlasting^ iife ! 0\\\ 
tio%y is it possible tliat any maw \c\v\x 
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such impressions on liis mind, should 
not be filled with so grateful a sense of 
what God has done for him, as to en- 
deavour, all that in him lies, to act 
suitat^ly to the infinite love of so mer- 
cfful a Father, so kind aikl loving a Sa- 
viour ! — surely the love of God must 
constrain us— but, if there be any one 
so stupid and insensible, as not to be 
wrought upon by such powerful mo- 
tives, let him reflect upon the terrours 
of the Lord^ and ask himself seriously 
this important question, Whether he is 
able to dwell with everlasting burn' 
ings ? Ijet him think upon that terrible 
/day of the Lord, >Vhich, whether he 
thinks of it or not, will most assuretlly 
come, when all that are in their 
graves shall hear hk voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done goed^ 
unto the resurrection of lijc; and they 
that have done evil Unto the resurrec^ 
tion of damnation; John v. 28, 29* 
when the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, shall hide 
thejnselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains ; and shall say to the 
MCfu/^/aiw and rocks, Jail on a«^ uiwl 



Mif U9 ftom the face of him that sif^ 
tetk M the throne^ Und from the 
wratk ^* Me Lamb. Rev. vi. 15, 1^ 
Let bim revolve in his thoughts the 
tinerabte condition of those wretched 
tobls^ that are now shut up in the re- 
, Ipoas of everlasting darkness, among 
\ ab a^icursied company of infernal 
ipiritt; and then tett m^ whether 'he 
tqinlLS the short and moinentai^ plea- 
sutca of a wicked life, will oompen&atef 
finr endleaiBiisery and torments. 

lliMe is nd one, 1 believe^ who 
thinks at all^ but must think etfaenvise; 
But the great misfortune is, that many 
men are so inflamed by their lusts and « 
passions; that they are seldom cool 
enough for sober ^eflcct^ons. Yet, if 
they would be persuaded frequently to 
meditate upon death and judgment; 
if they would represent to their minds 
what a vast disproportion there is 
between time and eternity, and con- 
sider that the pleasures of sin, at best, 
are but for a season^ whereas its pu- 
nishment is endless and intolerable ; I 
jsay> couW wen he brought to l\v\xvV oS. 
tliese tbiogs with any senouswe^> ^ 
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<loubt not but such thouo^lits would 
in time have their proper etFect, and 
would so thorouglily convince them of 
the great folly and danger of sin, as to 
make them in good earnest set about 
the great work of their salvation. 

* * The judgment to come is a very . 
amazing consideration : it is a fear- 
ful thlpg to liear of it ; but it will be 
much more terrible to see it, especiaUy 
to those whose guilt must needs make 
them so heartily concerned in the 
dismal consequences of it : and yet, 
as sure as I stand and you sit here, 
this great and terrible day «^' the 
Lord mil come; and iibo matf abid^ his 
comim! What shall we do when that 
day shall surprise fis careless and un- 
prepared ! what unspeakable horrour 
and amazement will then take bold 
of us, when lifting up our eyes /cr 
hearoeny we shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds with pffwer and 
great glory! when that powerful 
voice, which shall pierce the ears of 
tlie dead| shall ring through tba 
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world, Arise^ ye dead^ and come to 
judgment ! when the mighty trumpet 
shall sound, and waken the sleepers 
of a thousand years, and summon the 
dispersed parts of the bodies of all 
men, that ever lived, to rally toge- 
ther and take their places ! and the 
souls and bodies of men, which have 
been so long strangers to one 
another, shall meet, and be united 
again, to receive the doom due to 
tlieir deeds! what fear shall then sur- 
prize sinners ! and how will they 
tremble at the presence of the great 
Judge, and for the glory of his 
majesty! how M'ill their consciences 
fly in their faces, and their own hearts 
condemn them for their wicked and 
ungodly lives, and even prevent that 
sentence, which yet shall certainly 
be passed and executed upon them ! 
Oh ! let me then intreat every one, 
with all the earnestness that an object 
of such vast importance requires, fre- 
quently and seriously to think upon 
the tremendous day of judgment, and 
the great account they must tVieiv ^vn^\ 
lo consider with themselves kQ\f X\v« 

K 
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stand with respect to another life; and 
what a dreadful condition they will be 
in, if they should be called to appear 
at the Judgement seat of Christy be- 
fore they have made their peace with 
God, and secured an interest in the 
merits and intercession of their great 
Judge. But especially let me persuade 
those, who, in pursuit of their unlawful 
pleasures have plunged themselves ia 
sensuality and wickedness, to pause a 
moment, and consider whither they are 
going. Let me beg of them as they 
have any regard for their present 
|>eace and happiness, or any value for 
their precious souls; as they would 
not leave this world under the terrours 
and agonies of a guilty conscience, nor 
appear at the last day, in the presence 
of God, and angels, and of men, under 
all the circumstances of horrour, 
shame, and confusion ; and, lastly, as 
they would not then be banished fcom 
the presence of God for ever, and be 
cast into the bottomless pit of destruc- 
tion, to be there tormented without 
weasurCy and without etvd •, let me^ I 
; prevail upon tliera xioX \.o 4^^^ 
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their repentance one moment, but im- 
mediately forsake their evil ways, a}id 
turn unto the Lord their God, who is 
gracious and tnerci/'ul, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness; Joel ii. 13. 
and who has assured us, by his pro- 
phet, that whe?i the wicked man turneth 
away from his wickedness that he hath 
commit ted f and doeth that which is law- 
ful and inghtj he shall save his soul 
alive. Ezekiel xviii. 27« 

As for those happy Christians who 
have entered upon a good life, and are 
engaged in the practice of virtue and - 
religion ; who make the glory of God, 
and the salvation of their own souls, 
and the souls of all others, their great 
care and concern ; I need only to ex- 
hort them to go on in their christiiin 
course with courage and resolution ; to 
hold fast their profession^ Hob. iv» 14. 
and with an unwearied diligence to 
press towards the mark^ for the prize 
of the high calling of God, i?i Christ 
Jesus; Phil. iii. 14. nothing doubting, 
but that he that hath begun a good 
icork in them, will perjorm it until the 
4^ o/ Jesus Christ. Phil. i. 6. OoOi 
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is faithful, that has promised ; and 
therefore they nmy rest assured, that 
he will remember and reward their 
xi'ork of faith^ and labour of loroe^ and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 1 Thess. i, 3. and that in due 
season they shall reap if they faint not. 
Gal. vi. 9. Vet a little while^ and he 
that shall come mil come; Heb. x. 
37. and his reward is xmth hiniy to 
give to every man according as his 
work shall be! Rev. xxii. 12. to him 
that ovei^eoinethy he will grant to sit 
with him in his throne; even as he 
also overcame, and is set dawn with 
his Father in his throne. Rev. Hi, 21. 

O happy, happy time, for those 
blessed souls who have fought the good 
fight, and kept the faith ! all their la- 
bours will then be at an end : that 
crown of Life, Rev. ii. 10. which God 
hath promised to his faithful servants, 
will then be bestowed upon them ; and 
they shall be admitted to an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away. 1 Pet. i. 4. They 
shall then be received mto ;\. ^jlace of 
endless bliss and joy, where there ^IxaAl 
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ic no more deaths neither sorrcWj nor 
crying ; neither shall there be any more 
pain ; but all tears shall be wiped from 
their eyes: Rev. xxi. 4, and they 
shall for ever enjoy the most perfect 
and consunimate happiness, and sing 
eternal Hallelujahs of praise and thanks- 
ghoing unto him that sitteth upon the 
ihronej and to the L^pib for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

IF a good life be attended with so 
many advantages as, I hope, I have 
shewn it is ; if it will make us live hap- 
pily, die comfortably, and at last en- 
title us, through the merits of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christy to an eternal in- 
lieritance in that kingdom which he has 
purchased for us with his most precious 
blood, if, on the other hand, guilt be 
its own punishment in this world, and 
everlasting misery will most certainly 
be the lot and portion of the wicked 
and impenitent in the next; *tx)]\ai man- 
//a' o/'/jcrsom ought we to 6e in all Uolxj 
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conversation and godliness! and how 
siedjast and irfimoveabler should tljese 
reflections make us in the ways of 
God's laws, and in the works of his 
commandments ! with what indigna- 
tion and abhorrence should we look 
upon sin ; and with what speed sliQuld 
we flee from that dreadful enemy of 

^ our souls, which would rob us of our 
present, as well as future, happiness ! 
how should the consideration of these 
things make us take heed lest there be 
in any of us an evil heart of unbelief 
in departing from the living God I 
Heb. iji. 12. and how stedfastly should 
we resolve to have wo fellowsiiip with 
the unfruitful works of darkness^ but 
to walk as children of light in the ways 
of true piety and holiness ; not delay- 
ing for one moment the care of our im- 
mortal souls ! for the day is far spent^ 
the night is at hand^ and there is no 
time to be lost. We have a great work 
to do ; a work that requires and de- 
serves our utmost care and diligence. 
If we perform it well ; great will be our 
reward in Aeaven; fox, foithjulis ff< 

^^^f Aas promised. We uv^.^ \i^ ^v 
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sured that if we are diligent and in- 
dustrious in the work which God hath 
assigned to us in this world, our la- 
hour shall not beinuiin in the Lord; 
fofy if we have our fruit unto hglincss, 
our end mU be everlasthtg life* But 
if, instead of working out oUr si^pvatmi 
with Jiar and trembling, Philip ii. 12. 
that IS, with the greatest care and cir- 
cumspection, we are negligent and re- 
miss in the service of our, great Lord 
and mzsttr Jesus Christ ; if, instead of 
lioing soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world, we lead vicious 
and wicked lives, and spend our days 
in sin and vanity; miserable will be 
our condition both here and hereafter* 
For, although God is a being of infinite 
goodness and mercy, and is patient 
and long-suiFering toward sinners; 
being unwilling that any should perish, 
hut that all should come to repentance ; 
yet we must remember, that he is also 
infinitely just, and will assuredly vin* 
dicate the honour of his laws. All 
sin and wickedness is an abominatloa 
in his sight: he is of purer ci;cs than to 
^^/io/if mifuit^i and if }i\s wratU \< 
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khidfed, yea but a little^ what will be- 
come of the wicked and ungodly I 
nothing but a sincere repentance and 
amendment of life, will be sufficient to 
secure them from the vengeance which 
he hath threatened to pour down upon 
all obstinate and rebellious sinners : 
but true repentance will most un- 
doubtedly avert his anger. He hath 
declared himself to be a God merciful 
end graciouSj forgiving iniquity ^ trans^ 
gressign^ and sin; and hath promised 
pardon to all those who with hearty 
repentance and true faith, turn unto 
him. He hath no pleasure in the death 
of the wickedj but that the wicked 
should tuYn from his way and live. In 
order to assure us of this his great love 
to mankind and of Jiis desire te recon- 
cile us to h imself. He hatji sent his Son^ 
his only, his beloved Son, into the 
worlds to the end that all that believe in 
him should not perish^ but have ever- 
lasing life. John iii. \Q. 

It hath pleased God, of his infinite 
goodness, to establish a most gracious 
covenant of mercy to mankind through 

/i&^ wcfJis^tiQn of his onvu So\i\ ^\\^ >\\^ 
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tencHitfoa on his part of the covenant, 
fAmfAf^t\iz remissbn of sins, is al- 
Urays ready to be ma^e good, if we fail 
not on our part, of sincere repentance 
and a thorough reformation of our 
liv€S« Our Saviour hatli made a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla« 
dof), ind satisfaction, for the sins of 
tke Nl^hole world. He hath sufiered a 
cruel and ignominious death upon the 
cross for our sakes ; and by his death 
add sufferings hath purchased thfs 
grace for us, that r^al repentance, and 
"the sincere endeavour of perfect obe- 
dience, shall be accepted, instead of 
innocence: but without this repent- 
ance, and renewed endeavour of per- 
fect obedience, we shall not be ac- 
cepted upon any terms. The sacrifice 
which Christ offered upon the cross, al- 
though of infinite value, will be of no 
avail to us, unless, in conformity with 
his death and resurrection, we die unto 
sin, and rise again into newness of life. 
Nothing but a good life will enitle us to 
the favour and love of God; ^\u\^ 
without bis favour, we are of all crea- 
/^/w /^^ most piiscrabU. licUev \v^^ 
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!• eii for us never to have been born, 
than to liave made God our enemy by- 
lead ing vicious and wicked lives. Let 
it then, above all things, be our great 
and constant endeavour to make him 
our friend, who is the best of Beings ; 
the sovereign good and happiness of 
all his creatures; and the fountain and 
foundation of all our comforts and en- 
joyments iu this life, and of all our 
hopes and expectations in that which 
is to come. Let us make religion the 
great business of our lives ; and, while 
we have time and opportunity, let us pre- 
pare ourselves, by a life of virtue and 
righteousness, for that great account 
which we must one day give. Let not 
the pleasures and vanities of this world, 
iv^hich will shortly have an end, make us 
unmindful of the great and momentous 
concerns of etepnity. — O eternity ! bow 
amazing are the thoughts 'of it ! who, 
that considers what it is to live for ever 
in a state of endless happiness or 
misery, would not labour and strive 
with all his might, to secure the one, 
and avoid the other 1 Now, this can 
(^n/y be secured or avovdtd >a^^ ^ %^^ 
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life : for without holiness no man sha 
see the Lord. Prov. xiv. 27. Heave 
is prepared for those only who fe^ 
God, and live in a strict endeavour 1 
perform a perfect obedienpe to his wil 
There shall in no wise enter into rh; 
holy place any thing that dejitcth, ne 
ther whatsoever workefh abominatm 
or tnaketh a lie; but they which a\ 
written in the LamVs book of life : ar 

I these are the good and virtuous, on I; 

' who have kept themselves from tl 
pollutions of this wicked world, ar 
have led a life of piety and renewe 
obedience toward God, and of lo^ 
and charity toward their neighboui 
To all others, that blessed Lamb 
God will declare he knexv them no^ 
to the workers of iniquity, even th; 
merciful and compassionate Savioi 

I will say, Depart from me. — Dread f 
words ! whither shall such wretchc 
souls go, when they are bidden to d 

1 part from the Saviour of the world :- 

I whither, indeed, but to that disni 

place t)f horror and everlasting mise 

prepared for the Demi and his angel 

May God, of his infinite TO^ic^^ ' 
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all of us grace to see and follow the 
things that belong to our eveilaisling 
peace in this our day^ lest they be hid- 
den from our eyes, and all opportunities 
of reconciling ourselves to our of- 
fended God be for ever lost ! — May 
every one of us be persuaded to 
hearken to the advice of Solomon / 
Fear God and keep his commandme$2ts ^ 
for, this is the whole duty of 9na». 
For, God shall bring every work iniet 
judgment, a7id every sea^et things whe^ 
ther it he good, or whether it be evil. — 
Eccles. xiii. 14. And may we always 
l^eep in remembrance that merciful cau- 
tion of our blessed Lord and Saviour; 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither 
the day, nor the hour, wherein the Sou 
of Man co^netiu Matt. xxv. la. 

A PRAYER. 

V^ MOST glorious Lord God, and 

merciful Father in Christ Jesus, who 

hast prepared for them that love thee 

sut'h good things as pass man's under- 

standi ng^ aud hast promised U^ %\n^ 
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eterni&l life to them who, by patient con* 
tilluAnce in well-doing, seek for gloiy 
nd .horiotir and immortality ; give met 
I most humbly beseech thee, a firm 
and unshaken &ith in all thy promises; 
tfaa^' being fully persuaded of those im- 
portant truths which thou hast re^ 
vealeid to us in the Gospel, I may make 
it the principal care and concern of my 
whole life to please and obey thee in 
an things 1 And, that £ may obtain 
dtoae things which thou dost promise 
make me to love that which thou dost 
oomihand : and grant that, by the as* 
sistance of tliy Holy Spirit, I may be 
enabled to persevere in the practice of 
a holy Life, even to the last moment 
of my days ! 

Let the hopes and expectations of 
that unspeakable happiness hereafter, 
which thou hast prepared for those 
who live in obedience to thy com* 
mandnients, enable me to pass through 
this vale of tears and misery, with 
cbearfulness and submission to thy 
blesaed will : and to bear with patience 
Vfh^tever troubles thou, in t\\^ ^xtaX 
wisdom, shall see fit to lay upon xiv^% 
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O Lord! give me a heart, raised 
above the vanities and inticements of 
this world; and free from aU its pollu- 
tioDs aiicl^eiiiementa. Fix my thou^bts^ 
iny hopes, and my. desires^ upon heaven 
and heavenly thioags; that, haviing air- 
way ill view thatf crown of glory which 
thou hast promised to thy jfoithful ser^^ 
vants, I laoay press: towaivd. the mark 
for the pi?ize of the high calling of God 
in Clxrist Jesiiis. And^ being strength*^ 
ened by thy Grace, and supported by 
thy Holy Spirit, I may run witfepatieuce 
the race which, thou hast set: befoi:e us ; 
that, when the great day of retributiou 
shall come, I may look up toi my moe»t 
merciful Judge with joy and comfort, 
and may hear those ravishing word* 
pronounced unto me, Well tiancy thou 
good and faithful sei^attty enttr thou 
into the joy of thxf Lordx GxanI; tliis^ 
O merciful Father, through tliCi alone 
merits, and for the sake, of my eternai 
Advocate and Mediator Jesus Clurist. 
Amen. 
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A Morning Prayer for a FamHy. 

yj MOST gracious God, and kind 
Father! we present ourselves before 
tbc throne of thy majesty and glory, in 
idl huRifKty of soul and body, acknow'- 
Icdging that we are thy dependent crea- 
tures, and that from thy bountiful 
hand we have received many and ex- 
ceeding great blessings. 

By Thee, we were wonderfully made ; 
by Ihy power we have ever since been 
preserved ; and it is owing to thy great 
mercy and goodness that we have not 
been cut off in the midst of our sins, 
but that thou hast been patient and 
long-suffering toward us, and hast given 
us this opportunity of coming into thy 
presence to renew our praises and ^c- 
knowlcdgments to thy Divine ISlvi^^^V^^ 
0. Lord, thy. compassion faWs tvo\\ 

1-2 
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by Thee we have been preserved the 
night past ; and to thy goodness we 
ascribe itt that we are brought in health 
and safety to the beginning of this day. 

Accept, we humbly pray thee, our 
unfeigned thanks for all the mercies 
and blessings, which thou hast been 
pleased to bestow upon us; and pardon, 
we beseech thee, for the sake of thv 
Son Christ Jesus, our great unworthi- 
ness of what thou hast done for ucu 
Give us such a sense of thy infinite 
love and kindness, as may engage us 
more and more to love and obey thee, 
and make us afraid of every thing that 
may be displeasing in thy sight. 

O Lord ! vouchsafe us such a mea- 
sure of thy grace and Holy Spirit, as 
may defend us against the snares and 
temptations of this wicked world, and 
enable us to overcome all our corrupt 
and sinful desires. Give us a true sense 
of the inestimable value of our souls, that 
we may niake it the chief concern of 
our lives to work out our salvation with 
the greatest care and diligence, and to 
secure an interest in thy fkvour, which 
is better than life itself^ 



^^^^" /fff a Familif. IJS . 

Withdraw our minds from tbe.Iovp 
of this \mv\A, and place them dpoa 
heaven and heavenly things. Qjve I19 . 
grace to use the enjovinents vllfch 
thou art pleased to hestow iipoa aSi 
with teinperance, sobriety, aiid' HMf 
(leratioo ; with an entire trust aqdidtBr 
pendence on tliy fatheily care andgopd 
providence; and with a perfect AU^mis^ 
(ioti to thy blessed uill in all thrnM. 

O I^rd ! root ont of our heain afl 
pride and envy ; all hatted, inaliW, sn4 
ill-will. Purify our hearts frorii all 
CfiDfiorionsness and uncharitat^nes^ 
from all lying and slandering, and from 
whatever else is contrary to a truly 
christian spirit : and endue us, we moat 
iuaibly pray thee, with that meekness 
anft humility which is in thy sight of »i 
-ghtat. value, «t)d with all th.osc; tioly aod 
lofaristiaD dispositionswhich thou toveat 
aad delightcst io. 

. 'loBtruot u» in all the particulars of 
Mr -duty which we owe to TJiee, our 
neighbour, and ourselves. Guide us 
lit tkty Tight-iiaud, and conducx, Vk& \yj 
Wfgopdapirit, tftrough all thebua\ue*4 
tod aStin of thh life, TeacU w V) 

JL3 



ili A Morning Prefer 

act with faithfulness and honesty in 
every thing that we undertake; and 
give us such a dread of thy displeasure, 
and such a sense of thy continual pre- 
sence with us, as may guard us, by 
thy Grace, against all the temptations 
of the world, the fiesh and the tievil. 

_ . . Be with us, O Lord, this 

ernitied'on ■ day whcrcver we go, and 
snndny niprn- \^■^ wlialsoex'Cr we do." Prci- 

me; and *iiBt .1 . 

foitowi init.v he serve us irom the dangers 
thlJUf.""***^ of evil company; from the 
deceitfulness of our own 
hearts ; and more especially from those 
sins, that arc most apt to betray and 
ensnare us. I^t thy blessing accom- 
pany all our honest labours ; and 
vouchsnfe us such a measure of health, 
and other temporal blessings, as thou 
seest best and most fitting tor us. We 
desire, O Lord, to leave ourselves, and 
p,U our cont-'erns in thy hands; hum- 
bly I)eseeching thee to take us, and all 
that belong to us, under the protection 
of tliy good providence; and so to 
bless, direct, and guldens in "this life, 
that lie may at last obtamxVva.V^i'aS.e&t 
of aJ! bk'S'Siuiis. the evetM^V ?aN,N-4j:vaa. 
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of our immortal souls, through the 
merits, and for the sake, of thy dear 
Son, and our alone Saviour Jesus 
Christ :. for whom our souls adore and 
praise thy glorious name, and in whose 
most holy words we sum up our own, 
and the wants of all mankind, saying,. 
Our Father J ii^c. 

Dispose our hearts, O m. is to be 
3L-ord, we humbly beseech ws«d on a sun- 
thee, to a serious attend- hwtcad"of"'iifj 
anee upon thee in all holy foregoing ptira- 
duties. Make us duly mind- ^"^ ' 
ful of all thy sacred institutions, and 
grant that we may never so far forget 
the interest of our souls, as to neglect 
the religious observance of the chris- 
tian sabbath. And as thou hast 
brought us to the beginning of tliis sa- 
cred day; so be tliou graciously 
pleased to take us into thy protection, 
and to assist us in a right discharge of 
its duties. Withdraw our minds from 
the care and business and pleasure of 
this life, which will shortly have an 
end ; that we may more earnestly at- 
tend upon the great conceiu o^ \\v^X*lvsx 
kett^r life, which is to U^^l lo^ ^^^^'^ 
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Give us awful tlioughts of thy gre 
majesty, and a lively sense of our om 
wants; that our prayers and praisi 
and all our services, may be offered i 
ia such a serious and devout manne 
as may render them acceptable in tl 
sight. Make us attentive to thy ho 

. word, and to all the good instructioi 
that shall this day be given us : ai 

'grant that we may not rest in me 
outward performances ; but, by a rig 
use of thy holy ordinances, may grc 
in grace, and become every day bett 
christians, and be so improved in \ 
virtuous and godly living, that, whi 
this short life shall have an end, y 
may dwell with thee in life everlastin 
through the merits of thy Son, and o 
alone Saviour Jesus Christ : for who 
our souls bless and praise thee, and 
whose most holy words we sum up o 
own, and the wants of all man kin 
saying, Our Father^ &c. 

An Evening Fraycr for a Family. 

Cx MOST merciful and giaclows I^ 
God! tfie Creator, PreseneT^ ^tvA ^ 
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vernory of the world! thou art infinite 
in knercy and goodness to all that call 
upon thee faithfully, and hast promised, 
that when two or three are gathered 
together in thy name, thou wilt be in 
the midst of them. Look down, we 
humbly beseech thee, upon us thy un- 
worthy creatures, who are here as- 
sembled before thee, acknowledging 
that thou art. a God greatly to be 
feared for thy power and justice, 
greatly to be beloved for thy infinite 
perfections and goodness, and greatly 
to be praised for thy bounty and mer- 
ciful kindness. But as for ourselves, 
we confess, O Lord, that we are vile 
and sinful creatures ; that we have, in 
many things, acted contrary to thy most 
holy will, and have neither loved thee, 
feared thee, nor obeyed thee, as we 
ought. O Lord ! if thou should'st deal 
with us as we have deserved, we could 
expect nothing from thee but the seve- 
rities of thy just wrath and displeasure. 
But, O gracious Father, who de- 
lightest not in the death of a sinner, look 
down upon us, we beseec\i x\\te, \\\ xXvj 
i?^/7 CJjn'st Jesus ; and, for \\ie ^^^ ^^ 
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his meritorious death, and sufferings, 
pardon our many and great transgres- 
sions of thy holy laws ; gi*an t that we may 
amend whatever we have done amiss ; 
and for the tune to come may be more 
careful to please thee, and more sin* 
cciely devoted to thy service and obc* 
dience* 

Convince us, O Lord,, of the great 
folly and danger of sin, and make us so 
afraid of offending thee, that we may 
abstain from all appearance of evil, and 
do nothing but what is pleasing in thy 
sight. Let the interest of our immor«> 
tal souls, be our chief care and con«> 
cera ; and grant that we may live as 
becomes the servants of Christ, de«* 
Dying all ungodliness and worldly lustSi 
and living righteously, soberly, and 
godly, in this present world. 

But, as without thee >ve are not able 
to please thee, grant us the assfstance 
of thy grace and Holy Spirit, that 
we may pass through all the temptations 
of this world ^vith peace and innocence 
and safety; and enable us to bear up, 
with courage and perseverance, against 
all the assaults of our great adversary 
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the Devil, who is daily lying in wait 
to destroy us. 

. Suffer us not, O merciful God, to be 
led away by the vain and foolish qus- 
toms oi* this world, no^ seduced from 
our duty by the company and example 
of the wicked and ungodly ; but grant 
that we may make thy laws the rule of 
all our actions, and faithfully discharge 
our duty in the several stations where* 
in thy providence is pleased to place 

us. 

Make us duly mindful that thou art 
present every where, and privy to our 
most secret thoughts; that we may 
never dare to do any thing but what 
thou approvest, and of which we may 
not fear to give an account at the great 
and terrible day of the Lord Jesus. O 
fit and prepare us for that solemn time 
by a virtuous and holy life ! that when 
we shall appear before tlie great Judge 
of all the world, we may be found in the 
numbec of those happy souls^ whom he 
shall then pronounce blessed. 

Extend thy mercy, O God, to all 
stankind^ and bring them to the light 



i 
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and knowledge and practice of thy 
laws. 

Remove, we humbly beseech thee, 
all errors and corruptions, all divisions 
and dissensions, from every communion 
of Christians ; and grant that the lives 
of those who profess themselves the 
disciples of Christ, may be holy and 
exemplary, and such as are conform- 
able to the Gospel of our blessed Sa- 
viour ! -^ 

Reform all things that are amiss in 
these kingdoms. Root out from among 
us all irreligion and profaneness, all 
uncharitableness and animosities ! par- 
don our great and crying sins ; avert 
the evils that we have deserved ; con- 
tinue the light of thy glorious Gospel 
among us; and give us all grace to 
turn from the evil of our ways unto 
Thee the Lord our God ! 

Bless our sovereign lord the King, 
and. all that are in authority under him 
both in church and state. Make each 
of them, in their several places and 
stations, useful and serviceable to thy 
glory, and the good and welfare of this 
ciiurcb and nation ! 
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And, O Thou, who art the father of 
mercies, and God of all consolation, 
look down with pity and compassion, 
upon all thy afflicted servants every 
wli^re; give them courage and pa- 
tience, comfort and support; and, in 
thy good time, a joyful deliverance out 
of all their troubles ! 

Send down thy blessings spiritual and 
temporal upon all our friends and re- 
lations. Forgive those that have, at any 
time, done or wished us eviU and 
vouchsafe to every one of us, and to all 
(Christians, whatever thou knowest to 
be best for our temporal and eternal 
welfare ! 

And now, O Lord, we desire with 
all humility of soul and body, to adore 
thy incomprehensible Majesty, and to 
praise thy great and glorious name, for 
all ihy manifold mercies vouchsafed 
to us and all mankind; but, above all, 
for thy astonishing love in reconciling 
the world unto thyself by the death and 
sufferings of thy dear Sou. 

We bless thee for our creation and 
preservation, for our healtli, strength, 
peace, and safety; for the covw^x.^^ 



122 An Evening Prayer^ &c. 

and conveniences of this life, and the 
hopes and expectations of a far better, 
through thy tender mercies in Christ 
Jesus. 

O Lord, imprint in our hearts such a 
deep sense of thy mercies, that we may 
shew forth thy praise not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our- 
selves to thy service, and by walking 
before thee in holiness and righteous- 
ness all the days of our lives. 

We confess, O Lord,' that, 'we arc 
unworthy of the least of all thy favours; 
but, in confidence of thy infinite 
mercy and goodness, we do in great 
humility recommend ourselves, out 
souls and bodies, and all that belong 
to us, to thy fatherly care and good 
providence; humbly beseeching thee, 
who art our only safety and defence, 
to take us this night under thy almighty 
protection, and to give thy holy angels 
charge over us, that no evil comes near 
to hurt us. 

Refresh onr bodies with quiet rest 
and sleep, and our souls with the com- 
forts of thy Holy Spmt-.^tvd^ vrliea 
tJwu Shalt think fit to remove w^ owx 
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of this world, give us everlasting rest 
and peace in thy eternal kingdom, 
through the merits, and for the sake of 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ, who hath taught us, whea 
we pray^ to say, Our Father^ &c. 

A Morning Prayer for a Person in 

Private. 

yj MOST great, most mighty, and 
most glorious Lord God ! look down 
from tne habitation of thy holiness 
upon nie thy unworthy creature, who 
am come into tliy presence to adore thy 
incomprehensible majesty, and to pre- 
sent before thee the morning sacrifice 
of my unfeigned praises, for the many 
and undeserved mercies thou hast be- 
stowed upon rne. 

O Lord, I acknowledge, that to thee 
of right belongs eternal honour, glory, 
praise, and adoration i for thou art the 
iiovereign Lord of heaven and earth, by 
whom all things were made, and by 
whose infinite power and goodness 
they exist and are preserved. 

u 2 
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Blessed be thy unspeakable good- 
ness, which hatli advanced me to feucli 
a degree of being, that 1 am in some 
measure capable to know thee, to love 
thee, to serve thee, and to obey thee. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, that 
I was born of Christian parents, and 
early dedicated to thee by baptism J" 
that by thy grace and goodness I have 
been preserved to this moment; and 
that I have in any measure escaped 
the pollutions of this wicked world. 

I bless thee likewise, O Lord, for 
all thy temporal mercies, and in par- 
ticular for the refreshments of the night 
past ; for protecting me from all evil 
accidents, and for raising me up in 
health and safety to praise thy good- 
ness. 

Pardon, O most gracious God, all 
my unworthy inattentions to the daily 
instances of thy exceeding kindness 
and mercy ; and vouchsafe me such a 
sense of thy infinite love, as may in- 
spire me with more vigorous and hearty 
endeavours to serve thee for the time 
to come. 

O Lord, I acknowledge that I am a 



for a Person in Private. 1 25 

weak and frail creature, and that with* 
out thy help I am not able to bear up ' 
against the trials and temptations of 
this world. But since thou hast pro« 
mised to give thy Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it ; I am emboldened to im- 
plore his divine assistance to strengthen 
my weakness, to hdp my infirmities, 
and so to fortify my mind, that I may 
not be tempted above what I am able 
to bear, nor seduced from my duty to 
thee, by the deceitful inticements of the 
world, the flesh, or the devil. 

Root but of my heart, O God, all 
pride and vaiu-gloiy ; all bitterness and 
uncharitableness ; all envy, hatred, and 
malice; and suffer me not to be led 
away by any of the foolish customs and 
false maxims of this world. And, O 
merciful Father, be thou pleased, of thy 
great goodness, to endue me with that 
wisdom which is from above, which is 
first pure, and then peaceable ; with 
that meekness and humility, which is 
in thy sight of so great price ; and 
with that truly Christian tevwij^ex ^vA 
disposition, which thou lovt^l vxxx^ ^^ 
lightest in, 

31 3 
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Lord, sanctify unto me all thy fa-- 
therly dispensations, and let every 
thing, thou shalt think fit to send me, 
prove a blessing and advantage to my 
soul. Give me grace to be entirely 
submissive and contented under all the 
afflictions, trials^ and disappointments, 
which thy wisdom shall judge pro[ier in 
order to bring me to thyself; and grant 
that by every adversity that shall befall 
me, I may be weaned from this world, 
and more closely united unto thee. 
- Make me ilways mindful of my own 
frailty 5 of the shortness and uncer* 
tainty of this life; and ofthc eternity of 
the next. Give me grace so to live, as 
I shall wish I had done when I come 
to die. Let not sickness or death ever 
surprize me unawares, or find me in a 
state unprepared ; but grant that I may 
finish the great work, which thou hast 
given metodo, before the night comcth, 
when no man can work. O let me 
live in such a constant preparation 
for my latter end, that how suddenly 
soever thou shalt be pleased to take me 
out of this \ror Id, I maj be foww^ \^^^^ 
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Ibr my grieat account, through the merits 
of my blessed Saviour and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ. 

Be with me, O Lord, 
this day in all places, and om™d"o:': 
upon all occasions. Direct ?""<*ay Morn- 

I -J .•/» 1 Jn|r» and what 

and guide, sanctify and follows may be 

preserve me. -■ Keep me "hefeof *"^^^^ 
both outwardly in my body, 
and inwardly in my soul. Let thy 
blessing accompany ail my honest de- 
signs and actions; and grant that I 
may undertake nothing but what is 
agreeable to thy blessed will. Give 
unto me, and all that belong to nie, 
such a measure of health, and other 
temporal blessings, as thou seest best 
and most fitting for us ; but, above all 
things, give us thy grace and favour; 
that our lives may be holy, our deaths 
comfortable, and our eternal state 
happy and glorious with thee, through 
the merits of thy Son and our alone 
Saviour, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
in whose most holy words 1 sum up 
mv own and the wants of aV\ v\\^\\Vavwv\ 
saying, Our Fat her y &c. 
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vpon Sim- Accept, I besccch thee, 
day Morning, Q most eraclous God, mv 
preceding p.. hcaity dcsjics to gloFiiy 
iagr«ph, this thee in an especial manner 
may c use . ^^ ^j^.^ ^^^^ which thou hast 

peculiarly sanctified for thy worship 
and service. 

1 bless thy holy name, O Lord^ 
who by thy Almighty power madest the 
heavens and the earth and all that 
therein is, and preservest and g<K 
vernest all that thou hast made. 

I bless thee, O Lord, who hath 
formed man after thine own image, en- 
duing him with understanding, reason^ 
and liberty ; and made him capable of 
knowing!, of loving, .and of enjoying 
thee his Creator. 

Above all, I bless and magnify thy 
holy name, O Lord, heavenly Father, 
that thou hast given thine only Sou, 
Jesus Christ, for the redemption of 
mankind ; that he took our naturq 
upon him \ that -he died for our takes:; 
that he is risen again from the dead; 
that he trended into heaven ;^ and that 
Jje there sitteth at thy ngVit Vv2iw^, \s^ 
^a^e intercession for us-, x.WVi^\^^^ 
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made known to us the way to eternal 
life, enlightening us by his word for our 
direction, and his Holy Spirit for our 
assistance. 

Blessed be thy holy name, that thou 
hast appointed this day, not only for a 
rest from our ordinary labours and 
employments, but chiefly for a per- 
petual commemoration of these thy 
lavours, and for giving us stated op- 
portunities for thy worship and service, 
and for the care of our immortai 
souls. 

My soul desires to bless thee, that 
Ihou hast made me a partaker of all 
these inestimabio advantages. 

O Lord, prepare my heart for attend- 
ing upon thee- in thy house, and afford 
me thy gracious assistance in all .the 
parts of thy service. 

Let thy M'ord make deep and lasting 
impressions upon me. Help me dili- 
gently to improve all opportunities that 
shall be afforded me this day, whether 
public or private, to the glory of thy 
great name, and the l)enefit and conso- 
lation of my sou I, through 3 e^^n^ CAxvv-X 
j?i^ Saviour. j4men. 
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An Evening Prayer for a Person in 

Private. 

Most great and mighty God ! thou 
art the sovereign Lord of heaven and 
earth, the Creator, the Preserver, and 
Governor of all things : thou dwellest 
in that light, which no mortal eye caa 
approach ; and yet disdainest not to 
behold the children of men. Look 
down, I beseech thee, upon me thy 
unworthv creature, wlio am come into 
thy presence, adoring thy majesty, and 
acknowledging that my dependence is 
wholly upon thee, who art the author 
of my being, and the foundation of ali 
my hopes, both here and hereafter. 

O Lord, I confess, that I am a weak 
and frail creature; my nature is cor- 
rupt, and miserably prone to offend 
thee. I find a law in my membei-s 
warring against the law in my mind ; 
which I confess with sorrow, hath too 
often prevailed against me. The plea- 
*sures and profits of this world are too 
^jjt to engage my affect'iou^, ^5\^ x.^ 
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make nie cold and remiss in the great 
and important work of my salvation. 
I have been guilty of manifold ncg^ects 
and omissions of my duty towards thee, 
and have not served thee with that pu- 
rity of intention, with that sincerity of 
heart, with that fervency of spirit, with 
that zeal for thy j^lory, with that care 
and diligence, and constancy, that I 
ougkt. 

O Lord, if thou shouldest be extreme 
to mark what is done amiss; if thou 
-shouldest call me to a strict account for 
"my life past ; how should I be able to 
stand in thy sight ! If thou shouldest 
deal with me as 1 have deserved, I 
troukl expect nothing but the severities 
of tliy wrath and displeasure : but, O 
gracious Father, thou hast revealed 
thyself to the sons of men as a God 
merciful and gracious, forgiving the 
transgressions and iniquities of the re- 
pentant sinner : remember then, I be- 
seech thee, thy tender mercies, which 
have been ever of old, and for the sake 
and merits of my blessed Sav\o\i\\ ^c\x- 
give, I Iwmbjy pray thee, a\\ \.\ve ^\v^^ 
and van/ties, the follies atvd \w^^^ 
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crctiims of my lite past. O! 
not my sins to be puiiisUed in 
of thy wrath aod displeasure,' 
them out of thy remembrai 
thev may never rise up to my t 
here, nor to my condemnatl 
after. 

Oh '. enable me, by the assi 
thy grace, to reform whate 
seest amis3 in the temper an 
t'loix of my mind, or in an 
actions of my life; that I 
thee more, and serve thee bi 
do thy wilt witli greater care 
gence than I have yet done. 

O Lord f keep up in mj 
lively sense of my duty towa 
and of that great account, whi' 
one day give. Suffer me not, 
thee, to fall into a careless 
thinking state, nor to be unn: 
that one thing needful; the 
of my immortal soul. Mak 
sensible of those dreadful thre 
^■Jiith ihou hast denounced ag 
J^*"*, that whatever else I leave 



^•er,, 



•*'ay oiake it my chief care J 



to secure tin inteic^X \ 
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vour. And, O merciful Father, be 
thou pleased, of thy great goodness, 
so to assist my weak and feeble endea- 
vours, that 1 may not be unsuccessful 
in a matter of such vast concern. 

Root out of my heart, O God, by the 
powerful efficacy of thy grace, all sin- 
ful and corrupt affections. Wean me 
from the vanities and pleasures of this 
world ; and give me a full conviction 
of the uncertainty and insufficiency of 
all things here below. OI let me 
never seek for happiness in the enjoy- 
ments of this life ; but grant that I 
may daily aspire after that eternal and 
unchangeable state of felicity heie- 
aftei\ which thou hast reserved for thy 
faithful servants; to which, I beseech 
thee, of thy infinite love and mercy, t© 
bring me, through the merits, and for 
the sake, of thy dear Son> Jesus 
Christj our Lord. 

Extend thy mercy, O God, to all 
mankind: in a more particular mannefi 
I pray thee to be gracious to these sin- 
ful nations to which I belong ; to par- 
don our great and crying sins; to avert 
the jud^meut^ which wc have va^^x. 

N 
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justly deserved ; and to put away from ■■ 
us the spirit of profaneuess and infi- 
delity, of malice and uncharitableness; - 
that thou inayest delight to dwell ^ 
amongst us, and be our God, and we '\ 
thy people. 

Bless and preserve our sovereign ■ 
lord King George^ and grant that all 
who are in authority under him may 
faithfully endeavour to promote thy 
glory, and the jgood and welfare of this 
church and nation. 

Look with pity and compassion 
upon all thy afflicted servants; be a 
father to the fatherless ; heal the sick ; 
supply the wants of the poor and needy ; 
and grant that whatsoever is wanting: 
of outward comforts to any one, may 
be abundantly made up by the inward 
consolations of thy Holy Spirit. 

Bless all my friends and relations, 
especially——; reward all who have 
done me good ; forgi\'e all who have 
done or wished me evil; and vouchsafe 
to every one of us, from the highest to 
the lowest, whatever in thy great wis- 
dqm thoii Jcnowest to be tv^evWwl both 
'^r our souls and bodies'. 
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Ajid now, O'most merciful father, 
from an humble sense of thy great 
goodness, I adore and praise thy glo- 
rious name, for all the manifestations of 
tliy love and kindness vouchsafed unto 
mg. I bless thee for my being; 
for my reason, and all the endpw- 
ments and faculties of my soul aud 
body ; for my health, friends, food and 
raiment ! and all tiie other comforts 
and conveniencies I enjoy; for thy cou«- 
tinual care and watchful providence 
over me, through the whole course of 
my life ; and, particularly, for the pre- 
servation and protection of me the day 
past. 

Give me grace, I beseech thee, to 
make a right iniprovement of all thy 
blessings ; and be thou graciously 
pleased to take me, and aril that belong 
to me, this night under the care and 
protection of thy fatherly providence. 
Give thy holy angels charge over us ; 
and grant us sucji refreshment of soul 
and body as may enable us chearfully 
to go through the duties of that station 
wherein thou hast placed us. And 
when tjiou sh^lt be pleased Xo itvcvw^ 

X 2 
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us out of this world. O ! let us be 
found in the number of thy faithful ser- 
vants, through the merits of our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesiis Christ : 
for whom my soul doth bless and praise 
thee, and in whose most holy words I 
sum up all our wauts^ saying, 
Our Father, &c. 



Jf Prayer^ which may be added to the 
daily Evening Prayer, on the Lord's 
Day. 

X AGAIN return my most humUe 
and hearty thanks to thee, O Lord 
my God, for the special blessings 
of this thy sacred day ; that I have 
been admitted to the great privilege 
of joining with thy faithful people 
in their assemblies for public wor- 
ship, and to oiler up my praises and 
prayers to thy divine Majesty, in the 
name of our blessed Redeemer; to 
hear thy holy word read and preached 
, by the ministers of thy Gospel; and that 
I ha ve had farther opportviuities for 
ewployiDg myself more YK\va\.c\^\wV\\>j 
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worship and the care of my immortal 
soul. 

I earnestly beseech thee, O Lord, 
to pardon all the wanderings and dis- 
orders of my mind| and whatsover 
else thou hast seen amiss in my attend- 
ance upon thee : and graciously to ac- 
cept my sincere, though weak, en- 
deavours to serve thee. 

Cause thy word, winch I have heard 
or read, to be imprest upoq my heart, 
and to bring forth the fruits of a holy 
and religious life. 

Help me, by the use of all thy ap* 
pointed means of grace and salvation, 
to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
-Christ; fitting me more and more for 
seeing and enjoying thee my God, and 
my blessed Redeemer, in the life to 
come; and grant, that when I shall 
cease to praise and serve thee with thy 
saints on earth, I may continue to be 
so employed with the blessed spirits in 
hqaven. 

I heartily beg the same blessings fo\: 
aU wy fellow chrislhn^^ recov\uw^wOi\w^ 

rAi^/?i ^ncj myself to thee, vi\^ Wcin^vvX^ 

X 3 
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Father, in the words^ and through the 
intercession of Jesus Clirist thy Son, 
our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Our Father^ 8cc. 



A Morning Prayer for a Young 

Person. 

O LORD, my heavenly Father, I 
humbly adore thee, as the Maker and 
Governor of the world, the Author of 
my being, the Preserver of my life, and 
the Giver of every good thing. 

I heartily thank thee for the com- 
fortable rest which I have enjoyed the 
night past; that thou hast preserved 
me in safety, and raised me up in 
health. 

I bless thee for all thy mercies to 
mc, ever since I came into the world, 
and especially for those advantages 
thou hast given me, of being instructed 
and improved - in the knowledge of 
Thee, the only true God, and of Jesus 
Christ my Lord. 

Grant, O good God\ tVx^x. V\\^ ^^xv^^ 
of thy favours may So deepV^ ^S^cX\«v>j 
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heart, that I may shew forth my thank- 
fulness, in the wholS course of my life. 
I am thiue, O Lord, by creation, by 
redemption, by my baptism and chris- 
tian profession, by all the obligations 
which thou hast laid upon me : I de- 
sire to be thine also, by a willing dedica- 
tion of myself to theeevery day of my life, 
and by a constant and faithful endea- 
vour to approve myself to thee. 

I beseech thee, in thy great mercy, 
through the mediation of ^my blessed 
Redeemer, to pardon all my past of- 
fences, and to enable me, by thy grace, 
to discern and to amend whatsoever is 
amiss in me. 

Help me ever to remember the chris- 
tian principles which I have learned 
and the pious instructions which have 
been given me ; and never to depart 
from the good way in which I have 
been taught to walk. 

Incline my heart to all that is good : 
grant that I may be modest and hum- 
ble in niy carriage and behaviour; 
chaste and pure in all my thoug^lits^ 
words, and actions ; trwe ^xvA V^^X "^^ 
all wy dealings'; respecl^u\ ^.v^^ ^^ 

i 
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dient to my superiors; innocent and 
inoffensive in my whole conversation ! 
faithful and diligent in the dischai[ge of 
^H the duties of thatstat^and couditioa 
of Jife, wherein thou hast placed me : 
StnS teach me to fear and love thee, 
my God, above all things; and to do 
to all others, as I would they should do 
unto me. 

Make me perfectly contented with 
my condition, and thankful to ihce, who 
hast given me all things necessary for 
life and godliness. .Let thy good pro- 
vidence always take care of me, and let 
me never place my trust and confi- 
dence in any thing but in thee. 

Take me, I beseech thee, into thy 
protection this day ; keep me, if it be 
thy good will, in health and safety. 
Presprvfe mp from the vanity of my 
own heart, and from the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Help me (through a sense of thy con*- 
stant pr<s&encp with me, and of the ac- 
count I am to give unto thee) so to 
gover« all my thoughts, words, and ac- 
ihns, that I may reflect upon thevu wiiU 

satisfaction u the close ^^ xW^s ^^^- 
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Let thy blessing be upon every mem- 
ber of this family : upon all my rela- 
tions and friends; upon all, whom I 
ought and whom I desire to pray for. 

I humbly commit both myself and 
them to thee, O my God, in the name 
of Jeaus Christ our Saviour, and iu th# 
words which he himself has taught me. 

Our Fat Iter f &c. 

An Evening Prayer for a Young 

Person. 

JVlOST gracious God, my heavenly 
Father, as I began, so I desire always 
to end the day, with blessing thy Holy 
name, and imploring thy favour. 

Honour and worship, praise and 
thanksgiving, are due to thee from 
every understanding and reasonable 
creature- I heartily bless thee, that I 
am in that number whom thou hast 
made to serve and love thee, and that 
thou hast moreover revealed thyself to 
me, by thy Son Jesus Christ my Re- 
deemer, and encouraged me to call 
upon thee in his name. 
/ humbly tiiaok thee fox '^Vj ^"^^1 
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care of me, and particularly for that 
good providence which hath been over 
me the day past ; that thou hast pre^ 
served me from the many evils to which 
I am 'justly liable ; and hast bestowed 
upon me many good things which I 
have not deserved ; especially, for 
whatsoever thou hast enabled me to do, 
\rhich is acceptable in thy sight, and 
which lean reflect upon with satisfaction. 

1 humbly bewail, O Lord, the great 
weakness and corruption of my nature, 
and the many errours and transgres- 
sions of my life. I humbly beg thy 
mercy in the pardon of all my sins, 
through the mediation of my blesseil 
Redeemer; particularly of whatsover 
thou hast seen amiss in me this day, ei* 
ther in my thoughts, words, or actions. 

Grant, O Lord, that tiie stnse of 
my unworthiness may always keep nie 
Immble, and work in me an unfeigned 
repentance of all my sins; and let the 
remembrance of them ever excite me 
to a greater care aiid watchfulness for 
the \\vnt to come. Strengthen in me 
twery g-ood purpose and resolution. 
ly/iatsoa^r part of my duty \\5,xio>N \\ox, 
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do thou teach me; and wherein I have 
done amiss, help me to do so no mere. 

Leave me not, O Lord, at any time 
tomyselt^ noi* in the hands of my spiri- 
tual enemies. Preserve me from those 
circumstances, that would prove a 
snare or temptation to me. Let thy 
good spirit continually enlighten and 
sanctify my niind; directing and as- 
sisting" me through the whole course of 
my life. 

Fill me with a sense of my constant 
and entire dependence upon thee, that 
I may always commit myself to thy 
care, and be ever satisfied with thy dis- 
posal of mc. 

Teach me so to number my daj's, that 
I may apply my heart to true and hea- 
venly wisdom. Help mc to live in a daily 
preparation for my great change, 
keeping my conscience void of offence 
both towards thee, and towards men : 
and grant that I may be always so em- 
ployerf, as 1 shall wish I had been 
A\hen I come to die; that whenever 
thou shalt think fit to <;all me out of 
this world, I may read\\y aiviv\ \\\ac^- 

fully excliangc it lot a biitltt, 
4 
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Take me, I beseech thee, into thy 
gracious protection tliis night. Pre- 
serve me, if it be thy good will, in 
health and safety ; and grapt me that 
rest which may refresh my body, and 
enable me to serve thee chearfuny> 
both in body and mind, the ensuing 
day» 

I heartily desire the gopd of all man- 
kind> and pray unto thee for the 
purity, the peace, and the enlarge- 
ment, of thy holy church; for thy di- 
rection and assistance of all its gover- 
nors and pastors, particularly those 
under whose guidance I am placed ; 
for the welfare of ray country ; for a 
blessing upon the King, and all in au- 
thority under him; for the, relief and 
. comfort of all that are in affliction ; for 
all my friends arid relations; beseech- 
ing thee to hear and to accept me, and 
all that call upon thee» in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our only Lord and Sa- 
viburi who hath taught me' thus to 
pray : Our Father^ &c. 
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/F the Devotiotu here presented tothe 
Public, more need not be said, than that 
they were composed by the great, the 
learned, the good Bishop Akdrews, and 
translated by the able, the excellent, the 
amiable Dean Stanhope. They- were 
composed in Greek and Latin by the Bishop 
for his own private daily use; and for some 
time before his death, the Manuscript wa» 
scarce ever out of his hands. It was &und 
worn in pieces by his fingen, and y(e,^'«V&\. 
bii teart. Tltey were traus\alci \>'^ "^i.^ 
A 2 .licax^ 
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Dean for the benefit of his countrymen, he 
having himself committed 9 good part of 
the originals to laemory, aad probably so* 
laced bis departing spirit likewise with the 
repetition of them. The only edition ii^ 
Greek and Latin, printed at the Oxford 
press in 1 675, with the Impriniatut of Doc» 
tor Ralph Bath|jrst, th^n Vice-Chan- 
cellor, is seldom to be rnet with ; and very 
few Copies of Doctor Stanhope's tran* 
slation are left. It was therefore thought 
advisable to reprint the English Devotioni 
jn a more convenient and portable size : sm 
also, iastpad of the short uneven lines of 
0ie former octayo edition, to divide them 
iiito distinct sentences, as die subjectrmatter 
jSeemed naturally to direct. Concemii^ 
the Author and the Translator, more parti,i 
culars may be learned from the Preface^ 
^hich fpllows. With regard to the Devo- 
tions, Reader, whei^ thou hast bought the 
|>ook, ^< enter iittp thy cJojjet, ^nd shut th« 
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w door;" pray with Bishop Axdesws for 
one week, and he will be thy companion 
for the residue of thy years; he will be 
pleasant in thy life, and at the hqtur of death 
be will not forsake thee. 
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X Hb»i; the gdierallty of Mrioul Cihtktkttil 
ii^ill think there U ii6 titb^ of m^ikmg an 

apology for publishing the little Book, 
ivhich is now put into their hands. Thi!s 
fcrfornaance will recommend itself to tkern^ 
by the usefulness and importance of the 
subjectrmatter ; as it is a Book of Devour 
sion, a help tp the better and more delights 
ful maintaining that intercourse between 
God and our souls, those addresses to the 
Thrope of Grace, on which* in so great ?^ 
jnf a^re, depend all the comfoT;ta ^'wk VA.^^* 
^Inp of time ^n4 qf etermtv. 
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Ti)e heart, already enlightened and in- 
flaraed with piety and charity, will here find 
something exactly suitable to its inward mo- 
tions, and the most significant and beautiful 
words, wherein to utter its holy desires, and 
those gracious sentiments, which, without 
this help, would perhaps break forth with 
less advantage and less accuracy both of 
method and expression. Not that our Hea. 
venly Father, who hears even the silent sighs 
and onuttered desires of humble souls, de- 
spises the petitions of his children, when 
poured forth in the meanest language, pro- 
vided it be the best they have or can pro- 
cut e : But sure it will be acknowledged, 
that when the heart, the principle, the mat- 
ter, and the words are all excellent and ac- 
curate, the sacrifice is more complete, fresh 
sweetness is added to the incense, and the 
whole service more worthy of God. 

Sut the less perfect Christian, who has 

jiot yet made so much progress in the School 

cf Piety »s the former, may leu^ ^uW^x^ax^x 
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fcenefit from tliis Work. Ir will tend to 
improve him in knowledge and practice ; it 
will be to such an excellent Catechism at 
■well as a Prayer Book : He will here find 
the Commandments, and the Creed, and 
other important points of Christian instruc- 
tion, explained and applied with great judg- 
ment, and no less [jerspiciiity than brevity ; 
80 that they may be soon learnt and easily 
remembered. He may here be led to form 
just notions and holy desires, such as cannet 
.fcul have a considerable influence on his 
prayers and his manners. He will be put 
in mind of the variety and greatness of his. 
sioE, and of his wants ; of the holiness, the 
tUercy, and thd geodness of God, and the 
fnany invaluable beneEts he heaps on man* 
hind. In short, by a serioiu and proper 
use of this Manual, he will perceive himself 
to advance apace in love to God and Man, 
snd every other Christian grace and virtue, 
A-^l this he has just reason to promise hini- 
fieif, provided be eiideavours to \iim^^»a 
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sentiments and the frame of his heart up to 
the spirit of these Devotions ; which is no 
more than every one ought to do, whatever 
prayers he uses. 

Indeed what less can be expected, when 
a book of this nature is composed of mate- 
rials taken out of the Holy Scriptures, and 
very ancient Liturgies, which bear the 
names of St. James, St. Basil, and St. 
Chrysostom, collected and put together by 
the most judicious Workmen in this way ; 
such as were the persons mentioned in the 
title page. Dr. Andrews, once Bishop of 
Winchester, and Dr. Stanhnpe, late Dean 
of Canterbury ? 

These excellent persons arc too well 
known to the world to want any particular 
or large account to be here given of them ; 
and yet to say little of them may be thought 
an injury to men, whose due praises would 
take up a great deal more room than can be 
allowed for this Preface. However, since 
the abihty and worth of vVve 2tu\kot \t.com- 
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he offers to GoJ have passed through the 
hands of the soundest Divines, whose learn- 
ing, piety and authority, m^y eniirely satisfy 
him, thai he has no need to fear or suspect 
iny superstition, heresy, or false doctrine, 
may be suffered to remain in them: ! shall 
beg leave to present a very brief account of 
(hem, and what part each of them had in 
the following book. 

The Right Reverend Father In God, Dr.' 
Lancelot Andrews, Bishop of Win- 
chester, was born at London about the year 
of our Lord 1555, of religious parents, who 
left him a sufficient fortune. He was edu- 
cated at Merchant Taylor's School in that 
city : afterwards at Pembroke Hall in Cam- 
bridge, of which he was Scholar, Fellow, 
ind Master. To say nothing of his smaller 
prefertntnts, he was Prebend Res\d«n\\'»^ 
erf St/ Paul's in I^indon, Dean o( 'i^- 
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Peter's iH Westminster, and of the King's 
Chapel; Chaplain to Queen Elizabedi ;w 
Almoner and Privy Counsellor to King 
James I. and King Charles I. and^isucces* 
sively Bishop of Chichester, £ly and Win- 
chester; and all this on the account of hia 
worth, without any ambitious suit or seeldngr 
of his own, to qualify him for these pre- 
ferments. 

His life was orderly, innocent, indus« 
trious, and pious, from his childhood. He 
is said to have had a masterly and critical 
skill in at least fifteen learned and modem 
tongues : And his knowledge of thbgs, and 
improvement in all sorts of material learning, 
was no less extensive than his skill in lan« 
guages; which qualified him for being one 
of the Translators of the Bible in the reiga^ 
of King James I. He was a man of great 
wisdom and address in business ; an admired 
Preacher in his time ; exact and judicious 
in informing and instructing others,. an4 in 
conir0vcnic& an able cbamgion for thQ truth. 
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He was laborious in liis Ministry ; success- 
ful in converting scveial of the Popish 
Clergy ami Lairy from tne errors of that 
Church. As he was both mhii life and at 
his dealli bountiful and charitable to the 
poor, so hkewisc was he a lover and encou- 
rager of learning and learned men ; inso- 
much, that ihough he was good to his kin- 
dred, yet he gave more to the maintenari-e 
of learning and to the poor than to them. 
H«j-wM a singular benefactor to tlie prefei- 
ments or places he enjoyed ; either by reco- 
vering, securing, and eiicreasing tiicir reve- 
nues, or building, repairing, and beautifyi4ig 
(he houses and palaces committed to his 
care. In a word, his parts and knowledge 
were rare and great, his judgment greater, 
and his hohiiess and devotion greatest of all. 
This is in brief the substance of what is said 
of him, by those who had the best opportu- 
mtics of knowing him, the Bishops »£ Lon- 
don atid Ely, his Contemporaries, and, I 
luppose, famiJ/ar Friends. 
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The Other person concerned in this Ma- 
nual, the very Rev. Dr. George StanhopCf 
late Dean of Canterbury, was bom at a 
village called Hartshorn, in Derbyshire. 
His Father was the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Stanhope, Rector of thai place, and Vicar 
of St. Margaret's Church in Leicester, and 
Chaplain to the Earls of Chesterfield and 
Clare. His mother's name was AUestry^ 
of a good family in the same county. He 
was put to school first at Uppingham, iim 
Rutland, then at Leicester ; afterwards re- 
moved to Eton, and thence chosen t© King'i» 
College in Cambridge, of which he was> 
Scholar and Fellow. 

Upon his removal from thence, he wa* 
preferred to the Rectory of Tewing, in. 
Hertfordshire, which after some time he- 
quitted. He v/as eight and thirty year» 
Vicar of Lewisham, and six and twenty of 
Deptford, both in the county of Kent. In 
the year 1703, he was made Dean of Can- 
terbury } and was xhuce Oi\o^t,xv ^\ckW 



ttitor of the Lower Xiouse of Convoca- 

His personal quaiifica-lions, prudence, anJ 
publit: spirii, bore a considerable resem- 
blance lo ibose of Bishop Andrews. As ' 
fjras J could myself oIisltvc, and by ttie 
ircounts of some wiio knew him very early, 
his life was a constant, uniform pattern of 
thearful, undisguised, and unaifttr.ed piety. 
His uncommon diligence and industry, 
i.«isted by his excellent parts, had enriched 
him with a large stock of polite, solid, and 
most useful learning. He had not,' indeed, 
acx]uired the knowledge of so many lan- 
guages as Bishop) Andrews ; but ycr, besides 
fiis mother -tongue, in which he had so great 
a command, he was a master of the Latin, 
Gteek, Hebrew, and French. These he put 
to their proper use, not for any vain osten- 
taiiim, but as instruments of procuring the 
knowledge of all those things, which have 
rendered hirn an accomplished Gentleman, 
I worthy Man, and a substantia.\ Bwmt. 

B 2 W* 
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His well-digested learn ng, accurate judg* 
ment, candour and good nature, shone very 
brightly in his conversation, as wcH as hb 
preaching and bis writings, all consecrated 
to the honour of God, and the promoting of 
Virtue and true Religion: Indeed some 
who have conversed most intimately with 
lijm, have assured me they never knew tay 
that so continually spoke and acted with. a 
regard to these ends. 

His preaching was really admirable and 
edifying; his style clear and plain, but noble; 
his reasonings easy and strong; his persuaf* 
sions powerfully moving; his action and 
way of speaking graceful, just and affecting ; 
his subjects well chosen, and suited to his 
Auditory. The greatest and best of hi* 
Hearers (and he often had the greatest in 
this nation) might learn what was profitable 
from him; which, if they neglected to do« 
his discourses will rise in judgment against 
them, and in the mean time demonstrate, 
fiyatbe omitted nothing necessary to dfdiver 
4is 0WJ$ souL ^^^ 



His wriilags are, or may be, in every 
body's haud, and every body will judge of 
iheni as ihey please: I shall therefore leave 
ihem to du so, and only affirm, what I know 
from tnnre than a single experience, that 
tlity are an estimable treasure for ihe de- 
vout people of xhis nation. 

Were 1 If) speak particularly of all his 
[tivaie and public viiriues ; of his constant 
p'eaebitig, and prudent and faithful discharge 
Hi" all the pans of his Ministry ; the many 
charities and good works hcdid in the course 
of his life, and the liberal provision (in pro- 
portion to his substance) which be made for 
ihetn in his last Will and Testament, I should 
iiT sxcecd ihe brevity I propose. I hope 
some abler hand will give his life and cha- 
ncier at large, and do justice to his memory; 
»n<i so convince the world, that (though he 
was thereby cased of a great burden, yet) it 
*»s no small unhappincse to the Church, 
that he was not raised to the highcsioukt 
'a a, 

X 3 S'ic!! 
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Such were the persons, whose pious en- 
deavours have concurred, in their diflPerent 
times and manners, to produce this ' littlo 
Manual of Devotion. * 

The first, and indeed the only edition I 
ever saw of Bishop Andrews's Private 
Prayers, in Greek and Latin, was printed at 
Oxford in the year 1675^ By the best 
judgment I can make of that Book, he s^ 
pears to have collected, from time to tifpe,. 
in the course of his reading, illaterials for 
every part of Prayer j which he wrote down, 
some in Greek and some in Latin. These 
at first were chiefly hints; but out of theni 
be composed several Prayers, that he usc4 
privately in his Qloset, and some of thcni 
publickly in the Church, before Sermon, 
having translated them into EnglisU Many 
of these Prayers were completely finished, 
and used by him as forties ; in others he left 
some hints not quite completed, but where* 
in it was easy for him to supply all that was 
Wfinting) as he used them. These he varied 

often. 
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Aften, as occasion andnecessityrcquireJ, and 
improved them by degrees. Such of ihem 
as were brought nearest to perfection, lie 
wToie hi Greek; either because the New 
Tesiaiiient, SeptuaginC, and most ancient 
Fathers and Liturgies {whence he extracted 
a great deal) were in that language ; or he- 
canse liiai language has some advantage for 
devotion ; as tlic many compound words it 
contains, strengthen the ideas they convey 
to us, and make a more lively impreswon 
Vpon the mind. 

Dean Sianhopc, who often u'sed these 
PevotionG in the original language and had 
committed a good part of them to hU me* 
mory, was so well pleased with them, that 
tie took the pains Co translate what is con* 
bincd in the following sheets, for the use of 
a dear Friend ; to whom he apprehended 
(hey would be acceptable and serviceable, 
They gave so great satisfaction, and did so 
much service, not only to that Friend, bu', 
to all those info wliose hant\s liva co-jit* 
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came, that the Dean resolved, I suppose at 
their desire, to print them. 

They who have seen the' Translatioat 
^ith which he has obliged the Public, must 
be sensible that it was his way not to con- 
fine himself to a strict and literal Version ; 
but to t?ike the liberty of paraphrasing, ex- 
plaining, and improving upon his Author ; 
so that in more instances than one, his 
Translation is a far better Book than the 
Original which he translates. If this will 
not be allowed me in any other instance, I 
think it cannot be denied in that of St. Au- 
gustine's Meditations ; where we have all 
the benefit and sweetness of that Author's 
great wit and fervent devotion in excellent 
English, without the allay of those improper 
and barbarous expressions and jingling turns 
and antitheses, which are too frequent in tho 
original, according to the manner of the 
African Writers. 

He has made some use of this liberty in 
the following Work; but uot ia nil ^jarts 



alike. Where the matter would bear it, he 
has kept close enough to the Original. But 
where there were any reJundancies or im- 
proper repetitions, he has retrenched them J 
Those things which were either peculiar to 
the Bishop and his Relations, or could noi 
be made to suit the gravity and elegance of 
the rest of the Book in our language, he has 
entirely omitted : Where any thing seemed 
wanting, he has supplied it; and where 
there were only hints, lie has so enlarged on 
them as to fill up the vacant chasms, and ■ 
condtiue the thread of the discourse. In * 
word, he has every where illustrated aod 
adomcdhis Author with elegant and moving 
language, and made it much more fit for 
common use than ever it was before. 

For it must be acknowledged, that there 
was a Translation of Bishop Andrews's Pri- 
Tate Prayers in Greek am! Latin, long since 
published, and common enough. The edi- 
tion of it, which is most genuine and correct* 
aeeais to have been first printed ra ftve 'jcw 
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1 648 ; It being translated from the Greek Ma- 
nuscript before it was printeJ, and it was print- 
ed again in 1682 ; but how much oftener X 
know not. In that Translation you hate se- 
veral things which are omitted in this ; particli- 
larly some Prayers for the Holy Communion, 
and a Manual of Directions for the Sick, 

tieie it is plain two questions will natu- 
rally arise ; first, Why did the Dean tran* 
slate these Prayers, when they were already 
translated to his hand? 

This very question I asked him, the fii-st 
time I ever saw the Manuscript now printed ; 
which vras in the last conversation I ever 
had wiih him. He assured me, he had never 
seen that former Translation. This is then 
one of the tnie reasons why he undertook 
this task ; and his having performed it in 
the manner just above-mentioned, with so 
many advantages to the Book, is a good 
reason why it should be published. For the 
old Translation sticking close to the Ori- 
giaal, Depds all those alteiauoiis ^"ci^'AXxx-^xx^.-^ 



lionS) wlilch were nceilfa' tor llie Original, 
and which ihe Dean has given it. This 
will appear very maiiifesily, by comparing 
several Places of the two Translations ; par- 

' ticulai'y the beginning of the office for 
Friday, and the Meditations and Prayers for 
Ihc Evening and Night in both Books ; not 
lo be futther tedious in referring to sevci-ii 
Other pa'aages of the same nature. 

The other question may he, Why he has 
omitted the Mdnual of Directions /or ihe 
Sitk, and the Praj/er^for. ihe Hulj/ Coin. 
vivnion ? 

I answer. We ase indeed assured the Bi- 
tbop made some use of the former in his 
ordinary Visitation of sick persons, when he 
was Vicar of St. Giles's, Cripplc^ate ; and 
it was prinicit with the old Translation of 

'Ilis Greek and Latin Prayers; tut yet it 
was no part of them ; I mean, it is not to 
be found either in the Greek or. Latin, ai 
.primed in 1615, though perhaps it was in 
tba Laiia AX^nuscnpls, and conaw^vA'j "«. 
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came not in the Dean's way. But if it ha^ 
been a part of them, as the Prayers for the 
Holy Communion certainly are, yet he wobM 
not have been obliged to meddle 'with any* 
thing upon those subjects, having already 
given us Meditations and Prayers for Sick 
Persons J at the end of his Thomas a Kempis; 
and in the fourth book of his Kempis, and in 
several parts of his St. Augufline, afforded 
all the assistance of this kind requisite for 
devout Communicants. 

I beg the Reader will pardon the tedious^ 
ness of this Address, and give me leave to 
conclude it with a brief exhortation to the 
performance ofthe duty of Prayer, for which 
this book is designed as an help, from the 
peace of mind it brings along with it, in the 
Dean'jf own words, which are fat better, than, 
any I can pretend t« offer. 

** Peace and serenity of mind is, in a spe- 
" cial manner, the effect and re\vard of a 
*^ devout and thankful application to God 
'' by Prayer. For Prayet w a. vjivVvAtvwm^ 



** a nun's self from the trodd, and e 

" to God ; Kfce leatriag a clot 
*' ness, or breaking avcav from nitxt 

" cotapaay of people, ofensivc and dan- 
** geroos, or at the best nauseoDsIy ceremo- 
*' aiom and vai ce himself with 

" one friend alo is particularly dear 

"to him. And the di W performance 
" of this duty leaves so sensible a satisfac- 
" tion behind it, gi^cs such a different mm 
" to the soul, and inspires such heavenly 
*' dispositions, that the exercise of the tem- 
" pie, and ihc retirements of the clotct, 
" never go olF without a grateful relish and 
" powerful etFect, except either too seldom, 
•' or too negligently repeated." And again, 
a little after, " The nearer we approach to 
" God our Saviour, by a spiritual Commu> 
" nion in Prayers and Sacraments, and all 
" other Holy Ordinances, the better we 
" shall know him ; and the better we knovr 
" him, the more we shall be fure to love 
f'iiim. And were that love ettust^ 'iiA \* 
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** biit reign in, and possess our hearts, with* 
*^ out a rival, we should then feel the best 
<< sense of that passage verified to the utmost, 
<< ii\ a spiritual regard, and in our own par- 
«*. ticula,r cases. That th^ Work of Righteous^ 
" nessisPeace^andthtEffecto/RighteouS' 
•* ness^ Quietness and Jssurance/or ever.** 



^^ 



To the account given of the De.in of Canter- 
bury in this Pnfarc, it has been thought proper 
toadd the Inscription uponhh Monuiiiertt,eiecttd 
forhiiD byhisWidowin ihr Chancel of ibeChurcb 
of Lcwisharo, in Kent, where he lies buried. 

In Mfinory 

OftheveryRMd. GEORGE STANHOPE, D.D. 

38 Ywi Virir of itiis Pn-.e, and 16 ol 

the Nf ighhouring Chi.i ch at DEPTFORD ; 

^paiWM<:iDt.iinolC A NT ERBUSr, A D. 170]! 

And thrice Pdoi.ocutoh of the Lower Hsuic 

ofCornociioD. 

Whoie Piety wu red] and ritional. 



Hii Leirn]ng w» Elejant lod Compreheniive, 

Hi. ConveruMon Polite iad Delk.le, 

CnTc without Prcciseiiug, Ficerioui wiiboui Levity: 

The jood Chti.ti.ii, the golid Divine, 

and ihi fine Ginilemai), 

in h in were happily united i 

Who, though imply quilified tor the Higheit 

Honours ot lUs Sa.tFd Function, 

In hij l-astora! Office a Pattern to his People, 

And 10 all who f hall EUtcccd him in the Care of ihem. 

Hij Discourses Irom the PuLfiT 

Were equally pleifing and profilablei 

A beautiful lotcnnittUK ot the cleareit Reataning 

with the pure II Diction, 

Attended with all the Uucc; of a juit Elocution ; 

As his Worki liom the Pttis haie spoke the Praise) 

Of his happy Genius, hii Love atOod and Men j 

for which Geneiauoni 10 come 

will blesi his Memory. 

HenaibomSfarcithesthi He diedMarcilhe iS<li,\-\^l\ 

Aged 6i Yean. 

C 2 
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MOKNING PRAYERS. 



AT FIRST RISING. 

Olort be to thee,' O Lord, all 
glory be to thee, for the sleep which 
thou hast graciously given me thii 
night: A seasonable recruit to the 
wastings, and a kind intermission to 
the labours, of this poor weak and 
wearied body. 

And now, that thou hast added to 
the number of my days, that thii 
and every dzy may be evn^\o^«A X's 



2 MORNING PRAYERS, 

the perfecting of holiness in the fary, 
and sweetened with the comforts of 
healthy of peace, and innocence, 
grant, O good Lord, 

That the Angel of Peace, the holy 
guide of thy children, the faithfiil 
guard set by thee over their souls and 
bodies, may encamp round about 
me, and continually suggest to my 
mind such things as conduce to thy 
glory, and to my salvation, grant, 
O good Lord. 

That all the sins, offences, and 
neglects of my days already gone, 
niay, by thy mercy, be freely par- 
doned, and entirely done away, 
grant, O good Lord. 

That it may please thee to bless 

the world with prosperity and peace, 

but chkfly with sucVi mtidt^^ ^% 



AT FtRST RISING. 3 

thou knowest most e.\pe«Jieiit Cur the 
good of all our souls, grant, O good 
Lord. 

Whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are lioiiest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good re- 
port, if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, that I may think 
on these things, and may do tiiese 
things, grant, O good Lord. 

Finally, since this life must shortly 
have an end; that mine may be coa- 
. eluded with a truly christian death, 
a death, perfectly void of sin and 
shame, and (if such be thy good 
pleasure) as free from pain aa may 
be,- grant, O good Lord. 



4* MORNING PRATERS, S^C. 

But above all, in regard it is ap* 
pointed unto all men once to die,i 
and after that the judgment ; that I 
may appear with comfort, and find 
a favourable account, at the great 
and terrible tribunal of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, who, I believe, shall 
come to be our Judge, grants O « 
good Lord. 



"S^lk^Y 



KjacuitUlons, S;c. 



Ejaculations and Pr 
proper to be used, when 
in our Closets. 

jSlessed art thou, O Lord, my 
God, and the God of my Fathers, 
who turnest the shadow of death into 
the morning, and renewest the face 
of the earth : 

Who scatterest the darkness by 
this return of Hght, and hast coin- 
njanded night to give place to day. 

Who hast enlightened my eyes, 
that I should not sleep itideath: 

Who hast delivered me from the 
terror by night, and from the ijesiv- 
■ lence that tyalketh in darkness; 



6. Ejaculations aii4 Prayers 

Who hast iinlocked mine C3'cs 
from sleep, and mine eyerlids from 
slumber : 

Who makest the eutrgoings of 
the morning, ^ind of the evening to 
praise thee : 

For that I laid me down and 
slept, and rqse up again, becau^ 
thou, Lprjj, ^jdst n^akc mc d\vcll 
' in safety. 

For that I awaked, and beheld^ 
^hd my sleep was sweet unto me. 

Blot out, I pray thee, as a cloud, 
my transgressions, apd a? the thj.clc- 
pess of the fnorning cloud my sins. 

Grai^t ^e to walk, as a child of 
Jight, soberly, purely and, honestly, 
fwipthp.day; apd this d^y, in par- 
ticular, O Lor4 Vpqchsafc to, keep^ 
p^e >yithpHt, sifij y4)l»olding me,. 



' •. » '-If' 



ibimup, and in oufGbkti. i 

\irtien I am alioiit tcl fall : zuA liifk^ 
ftig ihe up, if T4iappeil iti be 6btirii; 
that I m^ never be suffered to 
continue iinder any JJrbvbcatiohj| or , 
tenlptation, 'br ib Kave liiy Heart 
hardened 'threiigh the deceitfulb^ 

Let my. body also be safe ilftaer 
thy prdtedtidn, and defend mc 'lin- 
ger the shadow of thy trtrigs TibAi 
the snare of the Huntdr, and frbhi 
the noisome pestilence, froih the ar- 
row that flieth by day, and from the 
sickness that destroyeth at noon. 

Defend this day from all evil of 
mine, and preserve me from all the 
evil of this day* 

Suffer not my days to be con- 
sumed in vanity, nor my "je^Y^ vcl 
trouble: Bat Jet each day t€^ ^^^ 

D 2 vasXxu^ 



8 Ejaculations and Prayers 

instruct another, by some wseful im- 
provement in knowledge, or practi- 
cal virtue. 

O let me Hear thy loving-kindnesa 
betimes in the morning, for in th^e 
is my trust. Shew thou me the way 
that I should walk in, for I lift up 
my soul unto thee. 

Deliver me, O Lord, froni my 
[spiritual] enemies, for I flee unto 
thee to hide me. 

Teach me to do the thing that 
pleaseth thee, for thou art my God : 
Let thy loving spirit lead me forth 
into the land of righteousness. 

Quicken me, O Lord, for thy 
name's sake; and for thy righte- 
ousness sake bring my soul out of 
trouble. 

Remove 



tBiHen up, drid'tn our CtMtts. « 

iteiA6ve iar ftota be throu^ts 
tfaiit are ^tfafout uhderstanding ; 
aftd evermore inspire me with siidk 
thdnghes, b$ iite Mirise tod g6od/tmd 
vdl-pleasiBg hi thy sight. 

Turn away mine eyes, lest tln^ 
behold vanity, but let them fie "fiked 
on the thing that is rig^t/anll 1^ 
ffime eye-lids lofok straight belbtie 
me. ■ 

Indbse mine ears with an hedge 
of thorns, that no foolish, filthy, or 
profane talk may be allowed to 
enter in : But let them be open tb 
discipline and wisdom, and always 
give willing attention to the Words 
of truth and righteotrsness. 

Set a Watch, O Lofd, beforfe triy 
Douth, atid Icttp the door oF iny 

?5; let my spUCbh be ScasOtLt^ ^^^^ 

i> 3 ^"^^^ 



1 Ejaculations and Prayers 

salt, and good to the use of edify- 
ing, that it may minister grace unto 
the hearers. 

Let no work of my hands cause 
grief or ju^t offence of heart ; but let 
me be continually employed in some 
such actions, for which thou, my 
God, mayest remember me for good, 
and spare me, according to the mul- 
titude of thy mercies. 

Into thy hands I commend my 
whole self, my spirit^ my soul, and 
my body, fpr thou bast created, 
redeemed, and regenerated them, 
-O Lord, tliou God of Twitli: 

And, together with., myself, ,^11 
my relations and friends, all ijiv 
.possessions an^dr ppmforts; tor > all 
these thou ; hast griwyously ^iven to 

thy unworthy wrva»t. ^ 

Preserve 



rohen up, and in our Cli [ 

Preserve us, I beseech tl m 

all evil, yea do even thou 
our souls : And let therr 
sented before thy Majesty, [ 

unrepvoveable, in the da ^ 

Lord Jesus. 

Preserve my going out and my 
coming in from this time fortli for 
evermore. 

Prosper, I pray tliee, thy servant 
this day, that I may find favour, 
and be able to do good> among 
those that shall converse with me. 

Haste thee, O Lord, to my help; 
be always at hand to direct me. 

O turn thee unto me, and have 
mercy upon me; give thy strength 
unto tliy servant, and save the child 
e/tliy handmaid. 
- , «&«« 



is Ejaculationsy S^c. 

Shew same token upon me for 
gbody that they, who hate me,, may 
6e^ it and be ash&med, becatise thoti^ 
O £iordy hast holpen me, and c^m* 
fbrted ine. 






I . • • 
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SUNDAY. 

1 HROUCH the tender mercy of our 
God, the day-spring from on high 
hath visited us. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord, all 
glory be to thee, who didst, as oa 
this day, create the light, and com- 
mand it to shine upon the face of 
the deep. 

How glorious is that light, which 
affects our senses, the rays of tl^e 
sun, the flame of fire, the ^-^y di- 
vided from the night, the «veiiing 
and the morning. 

How much more glorious is tHat 
lighF, which shines in upon our 
minds, by the examples of Patri- 
irchs, the rereiatlons of PtwaVexs* 



14 istjVbAt. 

the sweet solace of holy PsalmSj tlirf 
instruction of wise Proverbs^ thcJ 
profit and experience of faithful 
Histories. 

Blessed be thy n time fbr this light, 
which no darkness ever ovcr^plreads, 
this sun, which lieVer goes down ! 
'God is thie Lord, who hath shfeWed 
us such light; bind ye rhesafctiflCc 
with cords, yea, even utit6 the 
horns of the altan 

O thou, who oh this day didst 
rise ^gain, raise up otir souls unto 
newness of life*; granting us repent- 
ance "from dead Nvorks, and plant* 
ing us in the likeness of thy tesor- 
redtion. 

And thou, O 'Father and God of 
iPeaCe, who didst hrva^ again from 
the dead Oiir Lord 5e^u^ CW\^t^ 



.X 



thaf, grqat Shephtjrd , of^ th^, sheens _ 
through theplopd of the everlasting. 
covenant J make u? pcrftpt in every'. 
good vorfc tp,<(o tljy .VilT, iirofkiAg»V 
in us that .^hicii is wpll-pleisingip..^' 
1 ihj sight, tlirough' Jesuf Cmrttl 
I O thoM, , who dijdst al^o.bn. this" 
day of the w?eW, gehd dprai on "thy " 
Apostles tliy inp?^..liQly 3|))rjit;; tike ' 
not the same, qwrit ft^a^ . from' us, 
iwt^ant io. ati^tliy servant vha 
ask it;Of thee, that they may be^ 
daily renewed.^ aqd. more pl?i;tifulljr 
enriched witii tlie same, 

. Lord, . who hy chu5ipa[ this 
day for.the^e mo^t importapty most 
bc^e|]Qial eyents^. didst direct thy. 
Apostles, fitU of the. Holy Gfapsti 
to, pjiU, it, ai^d to piake it, he, thy 



l6 SUNDAY, 

rest of the Sabbath; to make this 

day of the Lx)rdy a refreshment after 

labour, au interval of recruit to our 

' . ' ' ' 

feeble and wearied bodies ; a merci- 

ful cessation to servants and beasts/ 
our fellow-Iabourers ; a constant 
return of thy solemn worship, by 
prayers and praises, by hearing thy 
word, and administration of tiiy sa- 
craments in the(publick assemblies 
of the Saints, and the house where 
thy hopour dwelleth; and a figure 
and pledge of that better rest here- 
after, which stitl remaineth to the 
people of God : O grant me so to 
use these days of rest, ^nd of pub* 
lick worship in this life ; that I fail 
not of a part in thy eternal rest, ami 
in the continual hymns of Angels an4 
blessed Spirits iia the life to come. 

4n 



•ONDAY. 17 



An Act ojT Confession; 

, ■ ' I . •• • ' • ■ 

» - ■ ■ ■ • 

3x£RdiFtrL atid compassionate, 
loDg-suffering ai^d patient Lord God, 
I have sinned, yfiathheA, man that I 
atfi, 1 have frequently ahd grievously 
sinned against thee; by trusting to 
vanity, by following deceit, and being 
occupied in ungodly works, with 
them that practise wickedness, 

I come not now before thee to 
cover or extenuate my guilt by fri- 
volous excuses ; but, with full pur- 
pose to give thee glory, by an inge- 
nuous and free confession, that I 
have many ways offended ^^'aAYvsX. 
tby holy laws. For thus, O \j^^^^ 



18 SUNDAY. 

and thus have I done. — IHercyou 
may be particular. 1 

Oh ! how, have I provoked thy 
Majesty! And yet thou hast not 
dealt with me after my sins, ner 
rewar4<fd i«e accoriding, tq lojr, Infr 
qujit»es4. 

And now, ;Q Lord, wbat.:sh,3JI, If 
say, . or how sballt I .opea my;, u\oiitU? 
Behold, mc; without. ple?i^, withput 
excuse, speecblpsfc and. sflfrconr. 
demned; for I, even, I,, hayei de- 
stroyed myself^ 

Unto thee* O Lord, belongetli 
righteousness,, but unto ma confu- 
sion of fs^ce, because thou, art just 
in aUtthat. is come upon me: For. 
thou hast done, right, but. I have. 



And now O Lord, wHit is iwy 
hope? Truly my hope is even, 'truly 
xny hope is only in thee. 

tet the multitude of thy mefr- 
ties triumph over the tnuftltude 6f 
my i^ins* 

' Remember, ^ beseech 'thee, what 
thy servant is* 

1 am thy tteAture: despise rttit 
then the work ot thine own hands: 
i am thy image, made after thylikfe- 
ness ; and hast thou made thine own 
image for nought? For nought, 
most certainly, if thou destroy that 
image; and what profit can there 
i)e in my destruction ? They indeed 
that hate thee, will rejoice at it; 
but gratify not them with my de- 
ttructioD^ neither let those x\\^x^\^ 

£ 2 xVCvc^^ 
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thine enemies, as well as miqc^ tn* 
umph over me ungodlilj^ 

1 am the price of thy Son Christ^s 
blood, called a Christian after his 
namei a sheep of thy pasture; a soa 
of the Covenant; look then iipoa 
the face of thine Anointed, look 
upon the blood of thy Covenaat 
in him, behold the propitiation set 
forth for the sins of th« whcrfe 
world, and be merciful to me, a 
sinner, be merciful to me the chie^ 
the most miserable, of sinners,. 

For thy name's sake, O Lor^ 
pardon my iniquity, for it is grea^ 
it is exceedingly, it is unspeakably, 
great. For that name's sake, be- 
sides which none other under Hea« 
ven is .given unto men, whereby 
fre must be saved; atiOi fov xJ^a 



%At *bt thkt Spirit also^ who help- 
«l!h'6lUr ^tiBttxAtitB, and mafceth in. 
tjevcesritfti fbt lis, t(rit!h groantags 
litedh bMtdt be tfCtefed ; for the 
ttaBtf bbwbis df the Father, for 
the bleeding wounds of the ^n^ 
Iblr iht earhest groans of the Holy 
^hOftt^ hteur, O Lord, and havb 

Ki fbr tee^ ' I facktfowledge my 
fttrftS, and iiiy sin is fever befoit 
Iftfe. f liese I remttnber tritfi ian. 
gufsh 6f sotil, and complain ofj lA 
\hfe bitterness of tny heart: t am 
ytrtHf asihamed, and sorry, and an^ 
gty, yea I reproach, I abhor, I rator. 
t%, I tike retfenge upon myielf-; 
tiill %^ concern^ * that my shame, and 
idhrbw, ahd h61y iiidignitibh, arc 
jiogreatit.' *•' •* ' * 

E 3 ^-^^^ 



22 SUNDAY. 

Lord, I repent, help thou my 
impenitence : And he thon pleased 
more and more to woiitid, and 
pierce, and soften, this hard heart: 
And then be gracious for all that is 
past. 

Cleanse thou me also from my 
secret faults, and save thy servant 
from presumptuous wickedness. 

Magnify thy mercy towards this 
wretched criminal, and speak those 
words of comfort Be of good 
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thw; 
yea be of good cheer, for my grace 
is sufficient for thee: Say untp 
my soul, I am thy salvation ; that 
I may also say, Why art tljou so 
heavy, O my soul? And why art 
thou so disquieted within me ? Turn 
unto thy rest, O my souV for thp 



Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. 

v^ Loud, rehulce me not in thine 
indignation, neitlier chasten me in 
thy heavy displeasure. 

I will sonfess my transgressions 
unto the Lord, O do thou forgive 
the wickedness of my sin. 

Lord, thou knowest all my desire, 
and my groaning ]s not hid from 
thee. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, 
after tliy great goodness, according 
to the multitude of thy mercies, do 
away mine offences. 

Lord,. arise, and have mercy upon 
me; OGod> make speed to save me; 
O Lord, make ha&te to beli^ mc. 



24 s^yDAY. 

If thou, Lord, ^hotild be%x11l»ie 
to mark what is done amiss, 
Lord, who may abide it? Eater 
not therefore into judgment vHh 
thy servant, ftfr in thy sight sbiU 
no man livitfg be jtist}fied« 



\ 



■ \ .-I 
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PiiAYEK for Grace. 

XrfOBD, I will lift up my hanJs 
to thy commandments, which I 
have loved; open thou mine eyes> 
that I may see the wonderous things 
of thy law. Incline my heart to 
thy testimonies; oider my steps ac- 
cording to thy word, and so shall 
no iniquity have dominion over 
me. 

Conc«-aiQ$ thy testimonies, I 
have known long aince that thou hast 
founded thcqi for «»er. Therefore 
will I walk in the path of thy com- 
mandments, and vili apply my^ heart 
to fulfil thy statutes alway, even unto 
the end. 



26 SUNDAY. 

O Lord God, be thou my God, 
let me have oione besides thee ; let 
me love nothing in comparisoa of 
thee. 

'Gtant-Aii grace to w^rsk^ -Itoc 
in spirit and in trtfth, 'to reiceiiBntt 
thy holy name, to ^ervc thtee '^ 
Voutly aird decently, ^Ith *flie -ges^ 
tores of iny body, Vith fhe tpusibet 
of my tongue, in private and ik 
Tpiiblick. 

To render my strperibrs due Iw^ 
nour, by obeying their commanllif^ 
hy submitting to tfeeir govatHiMfkit : 
IFo love my famfiy^amd depc»detit8^ 
by taking due ewe <tf them, by 
making provision for rtiem : 

To overcome evil 'with good ; awl 
to possess my ^vessel ia sandtifloatioa 
and honour : 



To Tiave my conversation without 
covctousness, and be content with 
such things as I have : 

To put i\fa.y ly ing, bi ttemesa, 
clamour, and evil- speaking^ And all 
malice; and to speak the truth in 
love: 

Not to lu&t with concupiscence, 
not tOjwajk. with laseiviousness, not 
to beicaptivated witU'desigss inordi- 
nate and violent, of what sort soever. 
tfayriDiywbet).:,. ./i-. ,,■-. ,. 



A- 
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28 SUN DAT. 



Rules of Cautioin*, or Helps 
foOfiEBiEXCE: Called by some^ 
The Hedge of the IjAw^ 

.* ' . . r , - • 

I o break' the Serpent's heaflj' by 
guatdiHg^ against his temptations* 
' Conilantly to remembef bur latter 
end. 

To live soberly, and watch at* 
ways. 

To cut off occasions from the 
enemy, who seeks occasions. 

Never to allow ourselves in idle- 
ness ; 

Nor to converse with vain and 
disorderly persons ; but to frequent^ 

and loye the compaTvj o^ xXi^ ^^^d. 



To make a covenant with our 
eyes, and to bring our body int© 
subjection. 

To give ourselves much unto 
prayer, and to retire from the 
world, by the exercise of penitence, 
abstinence, and mortification. 

With tliese thorns, Lord, let me 
be hedged about, that I wander not 
after vanity. 

Hold thon me in with bit and 
bridle, when I would break away 
from thee. 

Q thoU} who li98t invit^ me, 
compel nje to come 14 to my owft, 
Jiappiness, 



A<v 



30 SUNDAY. 

;4n Act o/^FAiTHk. 

X believe' in tliee, O tord, tlife 
Father, the Word, and the i^pirit, 
one only true God : 

^at all things were created by 
tliy almighty power and lov6 ; 

That all have been renewed- and 
restored, by the gpodpess and mercy, 
exhibitedTin the person of thy' Word, 
tlie Lord J.esus Christ: Who. for 
us men, and for our salvation, was 
made flesh, conceived and born, 
did suffer, and was crucified, de- 
scended into Hell, and rose from 
the dfead, ascended into Heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God ; from whence he shall come 
again, and judge the quick and the 
dead. 



I also believe, that by the illumi- 
nation, and powerful operation of 
the Holy Ghoft, a peculiar people 
has been called, froui all quarters of 
the world, to he knit into one so- 
ciety, united, and distinguished by 
belief of the truth, and holiness of 
life: 

That, as Members of this Body, 
■we partake of the- Communion of 
Saints, and forgiveness of sins, in 
this world: And, by virtue of the 
■anie memberfihip, do assuredly ex- 
pect the I'esurrection of the Ifle^h, 
and life everlasting, in the V/hM t6 



FS 



34 SUNDAt* 

J[ HIS pure and holy faitli^ cncii 
delivered to the Saints. Lord, I 
believe: Help thou mine unbeliefs 
Strengthen in me that which is 
weak, and add to me that which is 
wanting^ 

This faith let liie have grace al« 
t^rays to exert and improve; by 
loving thee, O iE^ather, in return for 
thy tender affection; by fearing 
theei O Almighty, from an awful 
sense of thy power ; by committing 
my soul in well-doing to thee, O 
most faithful Creator. 

Let me seek and attain salvation 
in thee, O Jesus, niy Saviour; from 
thee, O Christ, the Anointed, let 
me have the unction of thy chosen ; 
from thee, the only begotten, the 

adoption, 



SITKDAY. S3 

aclopftioti, and inheritance of the Sons 
of God. ' 

Let me worship and serve thee, 
xny Ijord, on acoount of thy concep- 
tion, in faith; on account of thy 
bn*th| in humility : 

On account of thy suflFcrings, in 
patience, and ati irreconcileable ha- 
tred of sin ; on account of thy cross, 
by crucifying my affections and lusts ; 
on account of thy death, by dying 
unto the flesh : 

On account of thy burial, by bu- 
rying evil thoughts and suggestions, 
under the prevailing oppositions of 
those that are good : 

On account of thy descent, by 
frequent meditations on Death and 
Hell: 

r 8 Otv 



34 SUNDAY. 

On account of thy resurrection, 
by walking in newness of life : 

On account of thy ascent into 
Heaven, by 3etting my affections on 
things above : 

On account of thy sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, by pre- 
ferring the happiness of Heaven in 
all my thoughts and designs: 

On account of thy return from 
thence, by a constant godly fear of 
that second coming : 

And on account of thy judging 
the world, by judging myself in time, 
th^.t I may not be condemned by my 
judge. 

, Lef, my bdief in thee, O Holy 
Gbojst, be such as. may qualify me 
to partake of all thy necessary and 
living inspirations ; 

Let . 



Let my faith in the Church en* 
title me to a part in its calling 
and election^ to sanctification in its 
holiness, to membership in its uni* 
versality/ to fellowship with the 
Saints, by sharing in their prayers 
and sacramentSp in their watchings 
and fastings, in their holy sighs and 
tears, and if thy providence shall 
call me to them, in their afflictions 
and sufferings; by all these esta- 
blishing me in a firm assurance of 
the forgiveness of sins, of the resur- 
rection from death, and of transla- 
tion to immortal glory. 

vJ THOU, who art the Hope of all 
the ends of the earth, and of them 
that remain in the bioad sea* 



S6 6U^T)AT. 

O thou, in whom our fathers 
trusted^ and thou didst dehirer tfeem, 
ill whom th^ placed their hopes, 
and were not confounded. 

O thou, who wast also my hope 
when I hanged yet upon my mo- 
ther's breast, and to whose care I 
have been left ever since I was born ; 
be thou still, and evermore, my hope, 
and my portion, in the land of the 
living. 

Confirm my mind more and more, 
by the goodness of thy nature, by 
the endearments of thy titles, by thy 
types and thy figures, by thy word 
and by thy works; and, having 
thus attained to a peaceful resting 
and reliance upon thee. Lord, let 
me not at last be disappointed of 
my hope. ■ • 



iUJNDAT. 57 

r » 

An Act of Iicte&cbssion* 

O LoRD> on whom the eyi»si of all 
do wait, remember every, creatiut of 
thioe for good ; ; and visit the whole 
world with thy mercy. 

O thou p^^eserver and lover of 
men J think graciously upon maor 
kindi and a^ thou b&st concluded 
all under sin and unbelief, so let thy 
pity and pardon extend to all. 

O thou, who for this end didst 
both die, and rise, and revive, thafii 
thou mightest be the Lord both of 
the dead and living ; since, whether 
we live, or whether we di^ still we 
are thine,, O Lord ; let thy mercy be 
ever upon us, both in life and in 
death. 



3^8 SUNDAY. 

O thou helper of the helpless, 
our -seasonable refuge in the time of 
trouble, remember all that He under 
anj- sort of extremity, and call upon 
'thee for succour and protection. 

O thou, who art the God of grace 
and truth, establish and strengtheii 
in thy truth them that stand ; re- 
store the wedk, and raise lip ^tlieib 
that fall through heresies and sins. 

Th©u, who art the wholesome de- 
fence and strength of thine anointed, 
think upon the congregattion which 
* thou -hast purchased and redeemed of 
old : And let the multitude of them 
that believe be of one heart, and of 
one soul. 

Thou, Lord, who walkest in the 
midst of the gcrlden candlesticks, re- 
move not, we pray thee, our candle- 
stick 



stifk out of its place; but set. iiv 
order the tlxipg^^ which a^e wai)|;lng. 
aiaoqg ust and strengthen^ tiios^ 
which remaji^. and aire ready tQ 
die. ■ 

;pend fortlii we. pray, thee^ Q I^d 
of the harvest) labourers in all points^ 
fitted by thy gxace to do the woik 
of that harvest 

Thou, who art the portion of them 
that wait at thine Altar, grant that 
thy Clergy may always be enabled 
rightly to divide, and uprightly to. 
walk in, the word of thy truth ; and 
let thy people always be ready, with, 
meek heart and due revereiure, to 
receive the same at their mouths. 
. O thou great King over all the 
earth, strengthen and ^support the 
several gprerning powers, ^ W\\v^ 



40 8VNDAT. 

thine own ordinance, though nian^ 
convenience and contrivance. Scat* 
ter the nations that delight in bloody 
and command wars to cease in al| 
the world. 

O God, on whom the isles dq 
wait, and in whose arm they trus^ 
defend this island, and every part 
thereof, from all calamity, danger, 
and death. 

O Lord of Lords, and holy Ruler 
of Princes, be watchful over those, 
whom thou hast deputed to rule 
thy world here below; and more 
especially over pur gracious King: 
Assist and prosper all his rightepi]3 
undertakings, and inspire into him 
noble and good designs, for tin: ad- 
vantage of thy church, and of sdl 
^hy peoplt committed to his charge. 



Bless him with firm and honourable 
petce^ that under him ve may lead 
quiet lives in all godliness and ho- 
nesty. . , 

THhou, who distributest among 
men different degrees of power^ 
sererally as thou wilt ; grant, that 
all persons of eminence and autho* 
rity, may be as eminent «for virtue^ 
and sincere regard to thy true reli- 
gion. Fill all our Counsellors with 

_ • 

godly wisdom : Let our Nobles do 
much in behalf of, but nothing 
against, the truth. Guide thou our 
Judges and Magistrates iii the ad« 
ministration of justice, to all persons, 
and in all causes, without preferring 
one before another, or doing any 
by partiality. 

a O Vft\3i 
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4s! SUNDAY. 

O I^ord of Hosts, and God of 
BatCloBj » strengthen, protect, and 
pi^DspbrallChmtian forres engaged 
against the enemies of our most 
holy.f«itli, 

Gi\<i all our people grace to live 
ill subjection to the higher Po\^er», 
not oniyi for Wrath, but also for con-^ 
Sicience sake* ■' ■■ , 

- Bless oar Husbandmen' with freit* 
fitl seasons, our fleets with favoura- 
ble xmds, our Merclmnts with sno 
cesrf ul Toj^ilges, our Tradesmen- with 
a spirit of* honesty and eotitentment . 
eur Artificerd^ eren ta the meanest, 
even td the liferent among us^ with 
grace to fallow their respective la- 
bours diligently and patiently, for fair 
and reasonable profit, and in humble 
dep€«idence upon thy blessing. 

Further- 



I!«irthennore, in regard thiwi- art 
Hie God «ot of ufl only, but of our 
Imterityi ea^tiend, we pray thee, t&y 
jblcfsuig to our children; that our 
MQl und dimghters may grow up. ^ 
the young . plants and with their 
age Md. dt^tuirc^ ni$Qr inereaae ia 
wisdom and virtue, and &¥0ur witli ' 
G9d and man. 

Th0u, who hBfit commanded a 
due care of our relations, and ab-^^ 
horrest the wretches void of natural ' 
affection ; be favourable to my kin^ 
dred, whether by blood or alliance : 
Preserve among us all peace^ friend- 
ship! ^nd tenderness ; and make us v 
evermore ready to seek and rejoice 
in on€^ another's good. 

O thou, who requirest. us to love 
then\ that love, us, pouv ^x^K. \Jcv>| 

G 2 \i\^^^VC^^^i 



44 SUNDAY, 

blessings, great and manifold, upon 
all my friends and benefactors ; all 
v/ho have done or wish me welt 
many perhaps unknown to me; 
preserve them, O Lord, and keep 
them alive, tliat they may be blessed 
upon earth, and deliver them not 
into the will of their enemies. ' 

O thou, who hast pronounced 
that man worse than an infidel, who 
is regardless of his own houshold: 
behold, with thy favour, every per- 
son belonging to this family ; yea^ 
let thy peace rest upon my whole 
house, and the son of peace ever 
dwell in it. 

O thou, who hast declared, that 
our righteousness must far exceed 
that of publicans and sinners; grant 
me never to be wanting in kindness 

and 



SUNPiLT. 45 

and civil respects to all who live 
peaceably and quietly in my «eigh- 
bourhood; but chearful and ready in 
making suitable returns of love to all 
that love rhe. My own friends, my 
father's. friends, and the children of 
both our friends, let me never un- 
gratefully despise, neglect, or foraake. 
O thou, who hast directed us t(^ 
overcome evil with good, and hast 
expressly commanded our prayers 
for them that persecute us, and de- 
spitefully use us; pardon and bless 
all that speak evil of me, all that 
have hated me with, or vuithout a 
cause; some of them perhaps even 
for my good will, for speaking <;li.s- 
tasteful truth, or doing necessavT 
justice; but, whatever the qccasioiv^ 
Qv the offence may have bcexv^ ^N\\\s^^^ 

G 3 > 



45 SUNDAY. 

if given on my part, I entreat thee 
and them to forgive; have the 
same mercy, O Lord, on all mine 
enemies, as on myself: And bring 
them, I beseech thee, to thy hea- 
venly kingdom, as I hope and pray, 
thou wilt at length bring me. 

O thou, who acceptest the inter- 
cessions which thy servants offer up 
for each other, remember, I entreat 
tl^ for good, as well all those 
_ ^^^mmend me in their prayers, 
as Atnos&^Ahom I have promised to 
recoirinrtiend in my prayers ; and all 
who have no friend to intreat for 
them particularly. 

O thou searcher and knower of 

hearts, who acceptest the will for 

t:he deed, be gracious to all them 

^vho, through jual ^xidi xi^at^^sisauTj 



suNDAir. ' 47 

hindrances, do not pay thee the 
public homage and service of this 
day; to all, whom importunity of 
business, on any other day, leaves 
less at leisure, and makes less fre- 
quent in the public or private wor- 
ship of tliee, than they desire, or en- 
deavour to be ; let all these, O Lord, 
partake of thy favour and bounty, 
as if they had often and actually 
prayed. Soften and convert those 
hardened foolish hearts, who, through 
ignorance or prejudice, contemn thy 
word and ordinances; who deride 
thy holy religion, and wilfully for- 
bear and refuse to pray; give them 
a sorrowful sense of this evil Heart of 
unbelief, and preserve * others . from 
the infection of such pestilewt ^taxa- 
ples. And, for a titbte* e^ec'ci^ 



48 SUNDAY. 

check to such daring and dangerous 
wickedness, assist and prosper all that 
are employed in any laudable uoder* 
taking, whereby the glory of thy 
name, the increase of thy Church, 
and the' good of mankind, may be 
promoted and secured; particularly 
be pleased to reward an hundred 
fold, all who bountifully contribute 
of their substance to works of piety 
and charity* 

Arise, O Lord, and have mercy 
on all that are in extremity; for it 
is high time thou shouldest have 
mercy on them, yea, the season of 
pity is come ; And may thy pity to 
the^e bejfhe same, as I would wish it 
tp myself under the like extremity, 
:,iPnQe mpre^ therefore, I intreat 
tbj^e ,to iQpk jdowa, grj^cious Lord, 



SUNDAT. iS^ 

m 

on all ages and conditions of men, 
sucklings and infants/ children and 
young people, middle aged and de^ 
clining, old pd bedrid) the hungr]^ 
and thirsty, the naked and sick, pri- 
soners and strangers, those that have 
no settled dwelling while they- live, 
and those who iare destitute of friends 
to bury them when they die : All of 
superannuated understanding^ of dis* 
contented or disturbed minds: all 
who labour under any temptation to 
destroy themselves, who arc vexed 
with evil spirits, or driven to despair 
of thy mercy ; the distressed in body 
or soul, the timorous or faint heart- 
ed, the criminals and condemned to 
die, orphans and widows, travellers 
by land or by water, women labour- 
mg with child, captivea axvSi ^v^«. 



\w 



so . SUNDAY. 

in chainSy In the mines^ or in the 
galleys; all that wander about ia 
caircs and deserts, and all that lie 
expiring in the agonies of death. 

Do thou. Lord, save both man and 
beast, for excellent ^is thy mercy, O 
God, and the children of men shall 
put their trust under the shadow of 
thy wings* . 

TH£ Lord bless us and keep us ; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon 
us, and be gracious unto us; the 
Lord lift up the light of his counte- 
nance upon us, and give us peace. 

FINALLY, O Lord, I commit to 
thy custody and protection, now, 
henceforth, and forever, my soul and 
my body, my mind and my thoughts, 



SUNDAT. 51 

my prayers and all my desires, my 
senses and my limbs, tpy life and 
my death, my brothers and sisters, 
my kindred and friendS| my bene- 
Actors and intercessors, my neigli- 
bours and acquaintance, my country- 
men, and all jny fellow Christians. 



A% 



5^ JSUNDAY. 



An Act o/^Praisj^. 

Xjet us lift up Our hearts unto the 
Lord. It is very meet, right, and 
our bounden duty that we should at 
all times^ and in all places, by all 
means, and upon all occasions, re- 
member and extol, siog praises and 
give thanks, bless and adore thee, O 
God; for thou art the maker and 
sustainer, the keeper and governor, 
the cherisher and benefactor, the 
improver and finisher of all things. 

To thee, O Lord, Father and King 
eternal, fountain of life and immor- 
tality, treasure of bliss inexhaustible 
and everlasting; the Heaven, and 
iieaven of Heavens, Angels, and all 
.2 NJd.^ 



SUJfPAT. 53 

the,, powers therein, and we poor 
mortals, stoful dust and ashes, vile 
and unworthy thoMgh we b^ do yet, 
laid prostrate under their feet, beg 
leave to join in consort with that liea- 
venly Host, and say, the best we can. 
Holy, Holy^ Holy, Lord Gpd of 
Hosts, Heaven and Earth are full of 
the Majesty of thy glory. 

Blessed be the glory of the Lord, 
from his place, for the essential per- 
fections of his Godhead, his incom- 
prehensible greatness, his dominioii- 
and omnipotence, his eternity, and 
providence, his holiness and justice, 
his wisdom and truth, his goodness 
and mercy ; but, above all, for the 
■unspeakable riches of his exceeding 
abundant grace and love in Christ 
^eisus. 



54 SUNDAY. 

I will magnify thee, I will wor- 
ship thee, I will serve thee, I will 
love and dehgbt in thee, I wif! ca- 
tirely devote myself to thee, O Lord, 
my strength, my rock and my for- 
tress, my castle and deliverer, ftiy 
helper and defender, the horn also of 
my salvation, and ttiy refuge. 



^VQ^;.-^ 
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MONDAY. 

Alt' voice shalt thou hear betimes, 

liOjrd ; early in the morning will 

1 direct my prayer unto thee^ and 
will look up. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, w^o, as 
on this day, didst create the Firma< 
ment, the Heaven, and the Heaven 
of Heavens, inhabited by the Celes* 
tial Powers ; Angels and Archangels, 
Cherubin and Seraphin: Who, as 
on this day, didst divide and fix the 
waters that be above the Firmament ; 
and make those mists and exhala- 
tions, from whence proceed showers 
and dew, hail and sleet, snow like 
wool, hoar-frost scattered like ashes, 

H 2 v:*^ 



S6 MONDAY. 

ice cast out like morsels, clouds 
brought from the ends of the earth, 
lightening and thunder, winds, which 
thou dr^iwest out of thy treasures^^ 
and storms, which fulfil thy word. 

Then also didst thou separate th« 
waters under the heavens, and fit 
them for our service here below, by 
tihe uses of drinking and washing. 



Am. 



MONDAY. 6Z 

Ah Act o/" Confession* 

« 

X ACKNowxEDGE my wickeduesg, O 
Lord, and the iniquities of my 
lilthcr's house; for we have trans* 
grcssed, ^nd walked contrary to thy 
€0|nm^ndment6, and dealt very cor^ 
ruptly against thee. 

Set not, Lord, my misdeeds be- 
fore thee, nor my secret sins in the 
light of thy countenance : But par- 
(Jon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of 
thy servant, according to the great- 
ness of thy mercy : As thou h^st 
Bsed to forgive thy servant, from 
my childhood even until now, 

I have sinned', ;what shall I do 
flinto thee, O thou pre^rv^r of wti^i >- 
blot out my transgvessiows, avwCs, 

H 3 V^vwevW' 



58 MOXDAr. 

remember not my sin ; deliver mc 
from going down to the pit, for 
thou hast found a ransom. 

O Son of David, have mercy oa 
me ; Lord Jesus, do thou help me; 
for even the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their master s table: 
Have patience with me, and what 
shall thy servant say ? That I will pay 
thee ail ? O no ! I most truly and 
sorrowfully do confess, that I have 
nothing at all to pay; forgive me, 
therefore, this whole debt, I beseech 
thee. 

Forget me not, O Lord, for ever; 
how long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me ? 

How long shall I seek counsel in 
my soul, and be so vexed in my 

heart ; 



lieart; ho^ir loug shall mint enemies 
triumph over me? 

Consider and here me, O Lord 
my ' Gody lighten my eyes^ ihit I 
deep not in death ; 

Lest mine enemy say, I have pre- 
vailed against bitp : For if I be cast 
down, they that trouble me will re* 
joice at it ; bnt my trust is in thy 
mercy. 



• < ; : 









60 VONDAT* 

A Prayer ybr Gbacjb to keep 
the Commandments. 

Jl\£MOV|: from me, O nay God, all 
irreligion and profaoeneiss^ supersti- 
tion and hypocrisy, enthusiasm and 
unworthy conceits of thee: 

Image worship and idolatry: 

Perjury and vanity, curses and 
bitter imprecations : 

Neglect of public worship, irreve- 
rence in thy house, abuse of the times 
3et apart for thy service : 

Pride and disobedience, faction and 
schism, unnatural coldness to rela- 
tions, and inordinate love of myself : 

Fierceness and contention, malice 
and cruelty, anger and revenge : 

Unlawful lust, uncleanness la 
deed^ word| or thought : 



litAriikT? 6l* 



' Id^enes^'atid extraTbgancci 
nesty aAd fraiid r • 

False testimony and lyings reviling: 
and'^sEnderfngi censuring and oltise* 
less suspicion : ' ' • « 

All c^upt and imjpiire hnagina* 
t1on% all nngbverned and iinbecom*^ 
ing desires : ' 

And,' df thy'gbodncssi give me' 
grace constantly to serve and pleasie' 
thee, in revference and godly fear, 
in worthy apprehensions of, and a 
lational obedience to thee : 

In bodily adoration, and spiritual 
worship, confined to thee alone : 

In an awful regard to oaths, in 
strict truth, and cautious conversa- 
tion, in blessings, intercessions, and 
good wishes : 

In diVgeat attendance a»tt^\giw\^ 



62 MONPAir. 

Assemblies, in devetion and decency^ 
and exemplary zeal, through every 
part of thy aervice ; in conscientious 
improvement of the times set Bp9i% 
for religious exercises : 

In dutiful demeanour and sub^ 
mission to superiors ; in peace and 
unity, with regard to Church and 
State; in tender affection to kia« 
dred and allies : 

In gentleness and meekness^ u 
patience and forgiveness, in general 
good will, and an engaging ooover- 
sation : 

In chastity and sobriety, in modest 
behaviour, and unreproachable dis* 
course, and 'in a moderate use of 
pleasures, even those that are inno* 
cent and lawful : 

Jnfru^ityand industry, in just 



and conscientious dealing, in con- 
tented ness, and compadsiotl to' the 
poor : 

In truth and integrity, good na- 
ture and candour, and a charitj' 
that bdi^ves, and hopes^ aod dlmcyl 
gpcaks^ the best : 

In moderate 4»find virtaoua afi^C' 
tions, hoi}' and clean imagioatioo^^ 
and perseverad^in good HifotXfi unto 
the end. : 

Make me to go in tho path of 
these Comrnandmeats,. for herein 19 
my desire. 

Consider tny spiritual enemieSi 
how many they are; and the tyran- 
nous hate they bear against me. 

O keep my soul, and deliver me : 
'Let me not be confounded^ -for t 
have pat my trust in thee. 



64f MONDAY^ 

Repeat the Articles oftkcr 
Apostles Creed. 

{/ifter which saj/^} 

Cjtrant me always to hold fast the 
profession of my faith without waver- 
ing ; for thou art £aithful who hast 
promised. • 

' To this hope set before me I have 
fled for refuge ; O let me lay hold 
upon, and always find it, an anchor 
6f the soul both sure and stedfas^ 
and which entereth into that withia 
the veil. 



^n 
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An Act qf Intercession, as 
before on Sunday. 

[After which add,1 

9 

(jrQD be merciful unto me, and bless 
ine, and shew me the light of hi^ 
countenance, and be merciful unto 
me. 

^ O God, even my own God, give 
ine thy blessing, and receive my 
supplications. 

Direct my life according to thy 
word ; grant me a holy soul, an un* 
defiled body, pure thoughts, orderly 
desires: and since, if thou wilt^ 
thou canst make me whole, Lord, 
renew every part of me, and say I 
will, be thou all over cVeani^ 



66 MONPAT* 

An Act o/Traisb. 

JL WILL always give thanks unto the 
Lord, his praise shall ever be in my 
mouth. 

For he h the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suflfer- 
rug, And abundant in goodness and 
truth; keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, ftfrgiving iniquity, transgfes- 
iion and sin : Who, notwithstand* 
ing, will by no means* dear the ob^ 
*tinate gtftlty, but visit tlie iniquity 
of strch fathers upon tHeir children^ 
and Ujion then- childrens children. 

Glofy therefore be to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towai*ds nien. 

t 

- 1 * i\i^- 
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TUESDAY. 

vJr God, thou art my God, early 
will I aeek thee. 

Blessed ^t thou, Lord, who 
didst, as on this day, gather toge<^ 
ther the waters into one place, and 
command the dry land to appear. 

Who didst then also bring forth 
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit- 
tree yielding fruit after his kind. 

To whicli almighty operation we 
stand indebted for the wonders of 
the great deep, and the sea shut up 
as it were with bais; for lakes, 
rivers, and fountains ; for earth, 
continents, and islands ; mountains, 
little hilis^ and valleys; a.T^\t\axv^ 

I 2 ^^^ 
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and meadows, pastures and forests, 
which yield us grass, corn, and hay, 
herbs, and flowers, and plants, for 
food, for pleasure, for physic ; fruit* 
fttl trees for wine, oil and sbices: 
The bowels of the earth, out of 
which proceed drugs and minerab, 
stones and metalsi fuel atid fire^ 



Atw 



4n Act of Com fjsssiqn, 

W no can tell how oft he offeiideth? 
O cleanse thou me from my secret 
&vlts. 

Keep thy servant also from pr^* 
sumpti|ous siuf^ lest they get thf 
^mipipa over me. 

For thy p^wf '» «lce, O Jjprd, he 
^ft^jTciful to my sip, for it is gr^at, 

My sips b*ve t4k,fn a«ch bQl4 

upon m<e, that I am POt ^ble to look 
up : Yea, tb^y arts jtpw^ ia pumbop 
thao the haire of my hea4, ajod my 
be^r-t hath failed me, 

O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to 
deliver xxk. Mak^ hastq, O Lord, 
|o help mc. 

3hew m? thy mar«ellaus lovio^r 

1 3 Xvw^^' 



70 TUESDAY. 

kindness ; thou that art the Saviour 
of them who put their trust in thee» 

I said, Lord, be merciful unto* 
me, heal my soul, for I have sinned 
against thee. 

I have sinned, I have done per<* 
Tersely, I have committed wicked* 
ness. But lo ! I bethink myael^ 
and return unto my God with all 
my heart, and with all my souL 

Now, therefore, hear thou my 
prayer, and my supplication from 
heaven, thy dwelling-place, and, 
when thou hearest, forgive. 

God be merciful to me a sinner; 
have pity. Lord, on m^ the chief 
of sinners. ■ ^ 

Father, I have sinned against Hea^ 
ven, and before thee, and am ne 
morie worthy to be called thy. son ; 



make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants, tlvough but the very last and 
lowest of thy servants. 

What profit is there in my blood, 
if I go down to the pit ? Shall the 
dust gire thanks unto thee, or shall 
It declare thy truth ? 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy 
upon me ; Lord, be thou my helper. 

Turn, I beseech thee, my heavi- 
ness into joy; put off my sackclo^th, 
and gird nie with gladness. 

So shall every good man sing of 
thy praise without ceasing; and I 
will give thee thanks for ever. 



"!&^K^^^ 
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PEAYBEyor GeAGE^ 

X URN, I most humbly pray thee, 
my levity an4 vs^ia imaginatiQiid into 
aerjousuei^ and watchfulaess ; my 
sinful gaiety into holy indigQation ; 
Qiy hardiness to offend jqto prudent 
and godly fear; my wanderings and 
coldness into vehement desire and 

zeal ; my wilful d^filemeQt9 iatP 
severity and self-revenge. 



TUE5DAY* 73 



An Act ^ Faith, as on 

SUNDAT. 

An Act of Intercessiost, 
tf^o^i Sunday. 

[7%eii proceed thtfs^ ] 

1 ME Lord be my keeper: The* 
Lord be my defence upon my right 
hand : The Lord preserve rac from 
all evil, and set a watch over my 
soul. The Lord preserve my going 
out and my coming in, from this 
time forth for evermore. 

O Lord, thou understandest, thou 
canst accomplish, thou dost truly 
and ameslly desire tl\e ^^ifeV^ ^w^ 



i 
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good of iny soul : L wretched man, 
have neither understanding to dis- 
cern; flor power to effect, nOr, as I 
ought to have, even wilt to desire 
and seek, my true and best good i 
Do thou, therefore, I intreat thee, 
O my God, of thy unspeakable 
tenderness and love, vouchsafe to 
direct and guide, to govern and dis« 
pose of me, a^nd all my concerns, in 
such a manner as thy wisdom kno^s 
will be most agreeable to thec^ and 
most expedient for me. 



WJ 



WEDNESDAY. 

Karlv in the morning will I think 

upon thee, O Lord> because thoa 

hast beeh rtiy helper. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, whx> 

didst, as on this day, make ttro 

great lights, the ^un and ths Moon ; 

and didst create the Stars also, to 

divide the day from the night, and 

to give liglit upon the earth, and to 

be for signs and for seasons, the 

Spring, the Summer, the Autumn, 

the Winter, and for daysand weeks, 

and months and years: the greater 

light to ru'le the day, and the lesier 

lights to rule the night : That they 

might thus succeed, and, as it w^te^ 

relieve each other. 

Ai 



76 Wednesday. 

An Act o/CoNFESSioisr. 

J3EH0I>D thou art wroth, for we 
have sinned, and are all become as 
an unclean thing; for our righte* 
ousnesses are like filthy rags^ and we 
all do fade as a lea^ and our ini- 
quities, like the wind, have taken us 
away. 

But tbou^ Q LcH-d^ art still our 
father : We are the clay, and thou 
our potter, and we are all the work 
of thy hands. 

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 
©either remember iniquity for ever: 
Behold, see, we beseech thee, we aie 
all thy people. 

1 hough our iniquities testify a* 
gainst us, yet^ for thy name's sake^ 

• m 

deal 



/ 
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deal mercifully with us, for our 
backslidings are many, whereby wc 
have sinned against thee : Yet thou, 
O Lord, art in the midst of us, and 
we are called by thy name; there- 
fore leave us not. 

O thou hope of Israel, thou Savi- 
our in time of trouble, why shouldest 
. thou be as a stranger in the land ; 
and as a way-faring man that turn- 
etli aside, to tarry for a night ; as 
a man that is asleep, as a mighty 
man that cannot save? Be merciful, 
wc beseech thee, to olir unrighteous- 
ness, and our sins and our iniquities 
do thou remember no more. 

Lord, I have been carnal, sold 
under sin, and in me, that is, in my 
tlcsh, dwelleth no good thing: For 
the good which I NYOuVd, \ \\'^n^ 



78 WEDNESDAY. 

not done; but the evil, which I 
would not, that have I done. 

For I acknowledge and delight iu 
thy law, afti?r the inward man ; but 
1 feel another law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin. 

O wretched man that I am ! Who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death ? I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, for that, 
where sin hath abounded, there did 
his grace much more abound. 

Thy goodness, Q Lord, leadeth 
me to repentance, O give me such 
repentance, to the acknowledging 
the-^ truth, that I may recover my- 
self out of the snare of the Devil, 
5 who 
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who have been taken captive by him 
at his will. 

• - Let the time past of my Iffe suf- 
Acei to have walked after my own 
will in lasciviousneiss, lusts, and ex« 
cess, or any sort of. luxuty. 

O Lamb of God, without ble* 
Ubish, and without spot^ who h^st 
redeemed me with thy precious 
blood; by that same blood, pity 
and save mej even for that bloody 
and that name's sake, besides which 
there is no other under Heaven 
given unto men, whereby we must 
be saved. 

God, thou knowest my foolish- 
ness, and\my faults are not hid 
. from thee.' All my desire is before 
thee, and thou hearest all my groan- 



mgs. 
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Let not them that wait on thee, 
O Lord God of Hosts, be ashamed 
for my c^use ; let not them that 
seek thee be confounded through 
me, O Ldrd Gdd of Israel. 

Draw me out of the mire, that I 
siilk not: O- let me be delivered 
from them that hate me, and out of 
the deep wafers ; let not 'the water- 
flood drown me; neither let the deep 
SM'allow me up, and let not the pk 
shut her mouth upon me. 



P^^YER, 



WEDNESDAT, i 

PEAYEE/or GeACE. 

X RESERVE me, good God, from 
the deadly sins of pride, envy, anger, 
gluttony, lewdness, avarice, and 
sloth. And in their stead implant 
and cultivate the contrary heavenly 
virtues of humility, mercy, meekness, 
temperance, chastity, contentedness^ 
and cheerful industry. 
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All Act of Faitii; 

XN God the Father, I believe his 
paternal love and care of me : 

In the Almighty, his power to 
keep me to salvation: 

In the ^^aker of Heaven and 
Earth, his Providence, by which the 
world, and all things in it, are pre- 
served, governed, and perfected. 

Upon my Jesus I depend for sal- 
vation: Upon the Christ, for his 
holy unction : Upon the only-be 
gotten for my adoption : Upon the 
Lord for fit supplies to theui that 
serve him faithfully : 

Upon his immaculate Conception 

and Nativit}^ for cleansing ahd 

doing away the corruption in which 

2 1 v(a& 
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1 was shapen, and the sin wherein 
my mother conceived me: 

In his sufferings, I thankfully 
contemplate the bitter things which 
I deserved, but he condescended, m 
my stead, actually to undergo : 

In his Cross, the curse of the 
law abolished: By his Dying, the 
sting of deatlv taken out: in his 
Grave, the corruption of mortal 
bodies buried: in his Descent into 
Hell, the prevention of our perishing 
there : 

In his Resurrection, I see the 
pledge of my own, and the first 
fruits of all them that slept : 

In his Ascension, the -necessity 
of his going to prepare a place for 
Us: 



84 Wednesday. 

His coming again I assuredly 
pect, for receiving to himself th 
that are his : 

And his judging the world, 
that great day of recompence, wl 
every man shall be rewarded acco 
ing to his works. 

In the Holy Ghost, I belie v< 
power from on high, by operatic 
supernatural and invisible, but ; 
with efficacy undeniable, transfor 
ing and renewing the soul to hi 
ness. 

In the Church, I consider a m; 
tical body, composed of persoi 
called from all quarters of the wor 
and uaited by the distinguish! 
common band of a sound faith a 
holy conversation* 



WE0NESDAT. 85 

In the communion of Saints, who 
are the true members of this body, 
I promise to myself a right, and 
mutual participation, of Sacraments, 
and other means of grace, for con- 
ferring on me remission of sins, 
and justifying my most steadfast as* 
surance of this body being raised, 
and my whole man translated to the 
life everlasting. 

For all these things, O Lord, I 
rely on thy truth and goodness. 
How excellent is thy mercy, which 
hath dealt so bountifully with us ! 
Establish, I pray thee, my heart in 
thy word, that I may keep that 
good thing which I have heard of 
thee, concerning thy love, which is 
in Christ Jesus, and let me not be 
flisappointed of this my hope. 

Aw 



86 Wednesday. 



An Act oflNXERCEssioNi 



F, 



URTHERMORE^ I intrcat thee, 
Lord, that thou wouldst remember 
every one for good. 

Have mercy upon all, and be re- 
Gonciled to all. Establish tranquil* 
lity among thy people every where; 
remove all things that offend ; and 
make all wars to cease. Put to 
shame this innovations of heresy and 
schism^ and fill our hearts with thy 
peace, and thy love. 

O God of our salvation, who art 
the confidence of all t he ends of the 
earth, be mindful to crown the year 
with thy goodness, and let thy 
clouds drop fatness : For upon thee 
do wait the eyes oi! ^U, ^nd thou 



givest thein their meat in due season. 
Thou opencst thy hand, and fillest 
all things living with plenteousness. 

Remember thy holy Church, from 
the one end of the ^rth to th^ 
other, which thou hast purchased 
with thy precious blood ; and settle 
it upon the firm foundations of truth, 
find peace, and love, so long as the 
^vorld endures. 

J3e favourable to all those good 
men, \vho bring forth the fruits of 
piety and charity, in any particular 
Churches: Crown all their holy la- 
bours with success; and the alms 
they contribute to thy needy Mem- 
bers, dq thou return into \he\T bo- 
soms, in rich and heavenly graces : 
abundantly overpaying their earthly 
things, with heavenly; tW\t cw- 
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ruptible things, with incorruptible ; 
their temporal, with eternal. 

Shed thy grace upon all those, 
pious souls, who devote themselvjes 
to thy service, by a life of austerity 
and abstinence, by voluntary virgi- 
nity, strict purity, or severe mortili- 
cation ; and on those also, who use 
the world, as not abusing it,, by a 
discreet and moderate enjoyment of 
the most lawful pleasures, under tl^e 
constant direction and restraint of 
religion, and godly fear. 

Think upon every Christian k- 
bouring under any sort of affliction, 
distress, pain, or gnef; and standing 
in need of thy pity and assistance : 
All our poor brethren in captivity, 
in chains, in bitter and barbarous 
slavery ; grant to tlje exiled, a safe 

return 
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return home: Health to the sick: 
Comfort to the sorrowful: And Li- 
berty to the prisoners. 

BlesS) we beseeqh thee» all Chris* 
tiaii Princes, with whom thou hast 
entrusted the government of thy 
people : And especially thy servant, 
our King. Strengthen his hands, 
aud dispose his heart, to seek the 
welfare, and promote the honour 
ami interest, of the Church and 
State, committed to his charge. 
Grant him safe, honourable, and 
uninterrupted peace; that, under 
him, his subject* may lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, in all godliness 
and honesty. 

Bless all in authority over us; 
our Counsellors, Magistrates, and 
Commanders by sea aud \a\i^\* 



90 WEDNESDAY. 

Pour out tliy holy spirit abun* 
dantly upon our spiritual Fathers, the 
Bishops and Pastors of thy Flock t 
The Reverend Priests, and the whole 
Clergy. Makp them workmen, that 
need not be ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth, and exem*- 
plitying and adorning it, both by the 
soundness of their doctrine, and the 
integrity of their lives. 

Fill our garners plenteously with 
all manner of store; preserve peace 
and comfort in all private families ; 
concord and tender affection be? 
tween husbands and wives; defend 
and cherish all young children; pro- 
vide for the instruction and good 
education of our youth; support 
our old men under the infirmities 
of age; comfort the feeble-minded, 

gather 



li^fiDNJESDAY. 91 

gather together the dispersed, dis* 
abuse the deceived aud seduced, 
bring back all that have erred from 
thy way, and unite tbem again to 
thy Holy, Catholick, and Aposto^ 
lick Church. Release those that are 
vexed with evil spirits. 

Be a Pilot to the sailors, a Guide 
id the Travellers, an Husband to the 
Widows, a Father to the Fatherless^ 
a Deliverer to the Oppressed, a 
l^hysician to the Diseased. Extend 
tiiy mercy to all criminals at the 
bar ; to all slaves in the mines, or 
gsdeys ; to all under neglect, . con-^ 
tempt and want; but especially, to 
all tiat are persecuted for the sake 
>f rigiteousness, and a good consci- 
\ace : That so there may be no crea- 

L 2 ture 



92 WEDNESDAr. 

ture in adversity, who doth not feel 
thy comforts and compassion^ 

Be kind to all my friends, and to 
all mine enemies; to ail who have 
prayed for me y and to all who have 
desired ef poor unworthy me, that I 
would pray for them, 

FinaHy, O Lord, shower down the 
riches of thy mercy upon every one 
recommended, or not recommen- 
ded, by mrf, or any other interces- 
sor : And grant to each of them, afl 
things neceflary and expedient, for 
their present circumstances: For 
thou art the friend of the friendless; 
the helper of the helpless ; the hope 
of the hopeless; be thou therefore 
all things to all men ; who art per- 
fectly acquainted with eaci man, 

and 
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and his coidition, his wants, and 
his desires. 

Defend, O Lord, the place where- 
in I dwell, aid this whole country, 
whereunto I blong, from pestilence 
and famine, , ^om earthquakes and 
inundations, iiyasions from abroad,, 
and civil wars it home. 

Close up the rents of schismatical 
and divided Christians; restrain the 
rase and crueltt of Infidels: diffuse 
into all hearts humanity and mu- 
tual charity; and so make us all 
meet to be pirtakers of the inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light. 



1. S "^^ 
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* 

THE glorious Majesy of the Lord 
our God be upon us : Prosper thou 
the work of our hacids upon us: 
Yea, prosper thou ou^ handy work. 

BE thou, O Lord, within me, to 
strengthen me. Vithout me, to 
watch me: Over n^ to cover me: 
Under me, to hold me up : Befonc 
me, to lead me: Behind me, to 
bring me back: Rotnd about me, 
to keep off mine enraies on every 
sidp. 



An 
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An Act of Praise. 

JlSlessed be thou, Lord God of 
Israel, our Father, for ever and ever. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the 
Majesty; for all that is in the heaven, 
and in the earth, is thine. Thine is 
the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honour come of thee, and 
thou reignest over all; and in thy 
hand is power and might, and in thy 
hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all. Now there- 
fore, O Lord, we thank thee, and 
evermoTQ will praise thy glorious 
pame. 
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THURSDAY. 

xliAaLY in the morning do I ciy 
unto thee; for in thy Word is my 
trust 

O satisfy me with thy mercy, and 
that soon ; so shall I rejoice, and he- 
glad, all the days of my life. 

Jdlessed g.rt thou, O Lord, who 
didst, as on this day, command tlie 
waters to bring forth abundantly, 
the moving creature that hath life; 
the fish, and fowl, great whales, and 
winged birds; and didst bless them, 
and give them power to increase and 
multiply. 

Blessed 



Blessed art thou, O Lord, who 
didst, as on this day, return to thy 
Father's throne. 

Set up thyself, O God, above the 
Heavens: And thy glory above all 
the earth. And, by thy ascension, 
so dr2LW us after thee, that we may 
henceforth set our affections on 
things above^ not on things on the 
earth. 

By that salutary and venerable 
Sacrament of thy most holy Body 
and most precious blood, which 
thou, on this day's evening, wert 
pleased to institute, have mercy 
upon us, and deliver us, good 
Lord. 



Ai 
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An Act cf Confession. 

VJ THOU/ who hast most solemntj^ 
declared^ As I live, saith the Lord, I 
have no pleasure in the death of a 
sinner; but would rather that h^ 
should turn from his wickedness, and! 
live : turn ye, turn ye, from the evil 
of your ways, for why will ye die, O 
bouse of Israel? Turn thou us, O 
good Lord, to thee, and so shall we 
be turned. Yea, turn us from all 
our iniquities, that they may not be 
our ruin. 

I have sinned, I have committed! 
iniquity, I have done wickedly and 
have rebelled; even by departing; 
from thy Commandments, and thy 
Judgments. 

Unto 
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Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth 
righteousness, but unto us Vronfu*' 
^ion of face, a:s at this day ; because 
(kf our trespass, wt)ich we have tres- 
|>assed. 

O Lord, unto us belongs shame 
and reproach; to our Kings, to oUr 
J*r5nees, and to our Fatliers,^ because 
♦c have sinned against thfee. ' 

*0 Lord, according to all thy 
righteousness, I beseech thee let 
thine anger, and thy fury, be turned 
away, and cause thy face to shine 
on me, thy sorrowful and penitent 
CTcature^ 

O my God, incline thine ear, 

and he^r; open thine eyes, O Lord, 

land see my great affliction : O 

Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O 

Xord, bcarkcD, aud do; dttto ^^"^ 

^^1 



for thy own sake, O my God: For 
thy servant is caUed by thy name. 

In many things we offend all: 
Lord, when thou bringest my. sins 
to account, let mercy rejoice against 
judgment. If I say that I have no 
sin, I deceive myself, and thjS truj^ 
is «ot in me. But I will confesf 
my many and grie%'ous offences^ 
that thou mayest be just and faithful 
in forgiving my sins, and cleansii^ 
me from all unrighteousness^ 

And, for this purpose, I have an 
advocate with thee, thy only begot- 
ten Sou, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
O let him be an effectual propitia* 
tion for my sins, who is a sufficient 
propitiation for the sins of the whole 
^vorld I 

Will 
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Will the Lord cast off for ever ? 
And will he be no more entreated ? 
Is his mercy clean gone, and doth 
his promise fail for evermore ? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious : And 
will he shut up his loving-kindness 
in displeasure! No, these distrusts 
arc from mv own infirmity : But I 
will remember the years of the right 
hand of the Most Highest. I will 
meditate also on thy truth and 
goodness : and comfort myself with 
thy mercies of old time. 



M A P^N^^^ 
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A T^RAYBU for Grace. 

\J THOU, without whom I can do 
nothing, help me to lay aside every 
weight, and the siti which doth so 
easily beset me; all filthiness, and 
superfluity of nauojlitiness ; the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life: Every motion of 
the body, and of the mind, which is 
repugnant to thy holy will. 

Give me poverty in spirit ; that 
mine may be the kingdom of Hea- 
ven : Godly sorrow ; that I may be 
comforted : Meekness, that I may 
inherit the earth: Hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, that I may be 
filled : Grant me to be iperciful, 

that 



THyHfrDAY. 103 

that I may obtam mercy : Pure in 
heart, that I may see God : a maker 
of peace, that I may be called u child 
of God: Prepare me patiently ta 
undergo revilings^ persecutions, and 
evil falsely spoken for righteousness 
sake ; that wy reward may be great 
in Heaven. 



Ma ^^ 
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An Act of Yaitk. 

X COME to God, in firm belicif 
that be is: And that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
him. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
that he is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God : that he is of a truth 
the Saviour of the World ; that he 
came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am chief. By the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we trust 
to be saved, even as our Fathers. 

I know, that this frail body shall 
rise again, and stand at the latter 
day upon the earth : At which time, 
I stedfastly depend upon seeing the 

goodness 
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goodness of the Lord^ iatlie land of 
the living, 

MY heart rejoiceth in the Lord^ 
because I have hoped in his holy 
name. v \ 

By all thy endearing titles, of God, 
Father, Creator, Saviour, Mediator, 
Intercessor, Redeemer, and two-fold 
Comforter, typified by the Lamb, 
and by the Dove, I beseech thee. 
Three persons, One God, let thy 
tnercifttl kindness be upon me^ like 
as I do put my trust in thee. 



MS ^^ 
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An Act of Intercession. 

• 

JL/ET US pray, in the peace of the 
Lord, for that peace which the world 
cannot give; which cometh from 
above, for the comfort and salvation 
o Tour souls. 

Let Us also beg of God peace for 
all mankind, especially for tranquil- 
lity, firm establishment, and per- 
petual safety, to his holy Catholic 
Church; and a good agreement, 
and godly union, of Christians with 
each other. 

To this end I implore his bles- 
sing, in a more particular manner, 
upoa our reverend Fathers the Bi- 
shops, all the subordinate Clergy, 
and all Congregations committed 

la 
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to their charge, particularly those 
that minister in holy things, and all 
the good people who dwell in this 
place, under their Ministry. 

That God would give temperate 
and healthful weather; kindly and 
fruitful seasons; quiet and comfort* 
able times; that he would aocom* 
pa«y and direct all travellers by 
land or by water ; that he would 
make the beds of the sick, hear the 
cries of the oppressed, let the im - 
prisoned go free, sustain the afflicted 
and dejected; sanctifying all, and 
by such means as his wisdom knows 
besti giving an happy issue to their 
respective sufferings. 

I will also, after the example of 
the Saints before me, cpmmead 
jnyselfj my life, anji evtx^ ^qX\ox:l 



108 THURSDAY. 

and event of it, to thee, my Lord, 
^nd my God : For unto thee be- 
longeth glory, and honour, and 
worship. 

The Lord is my light, and my 
salvation, whom then shall I fear? 
the Lord is the strength of my life, 
of what shall I be afraid ? 
' For lo ! I have deposited myself, 
my friends, and all that is mine, in 
the hands of him who is able to 
keep us from falling, and to present 
us faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy. Even 
thy hands, my only wise God and 
Saviour, to #hom be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen. 



"SHE 
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THE grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
therefore with me, and with all whom 
I have prayed for. Amen. 



At^ 



o 
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An Act 0/ Praise. 

LoRD| my good and gracious 
Gud, for that thou hast given me 
being, for that thou hast given me 
life, for that thou hast given me rea- 
son, for that thy bountiful providence 
hath nourished nie, preserved me, di- 
rected and governed me t 

For my education, for my civil 
station, for my religion, for all thy 
gifts of grace, of nature, of fortune: 

For my redemption, regeneration, 
instruction in tlie truth : For thy calls 
to me, for thy repeated calls, for thy 
continuing to repeat those calls times 
without number; for thy forbearance 
and long suflfering, thy long, thy very 
long-suffering, after great provocati- 
ons, upon many occasions, for so many 
years, and even to this very time : 

For 
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For every mercy wliich I hare 
received; for every undertaking in 
which thou hast prospered nie ; fot 
every good action (if any action of 
mine be good) which thou hast 
enabled me to do; for all the en- 
joyments of this present life, and for 
all thy promises, and all my hopes 
of a better life to come: 

For the advantage of indulgent 
and careful parents; for the benefit 
of gentle teachers; for the kind- 
ness of never to be forgotten bene- 
factors; for the pleasure of agree- 
able friends; for tl>e comfort of 
peaceable neighbours; for the sa- 
tisfaction of trusty, frugal and dili- 
gent servants: 

For all who have at any time 
done me goad; by t\\e\T \\\VCv\^^^ 
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or by their sermons; by their dis- 
course, or by their temper ; by their 
prayers, or by their examples; by 
tlieir advir^e, or by their reproofs; 
by their rewards, or by their punish- 
ments ; nay, perhaps, even by their 
causeless censures of me, or unjust 
proceedings against me: 

For all these, and for all other 
instances of any manner of good 
done to me, whether asked or un- 
asked; whether intended or not 
intended; whether known or un- 
known; whether remembered or for- 
gotten ; whether with or against my 
own consent; I do, and will, praise 
thee; I do, and will, bless thee; I 
do, and will, humbly adore thee, and 
most heartily thank thee, this day, 
and every day of my life. 

0! 
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O ! what is thy servant, or what 
is my father's house, that the great 
and glorious God should look upoa 
such a dead dog as I am ? 

What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all the benefits that he hath done * 
unto me ? For all that mercy which 
spared me when I deserved punish* 
ment; for all that patience which 
did not disdain to wait for my happy 
change; when so much goodness 
should at length lead me to repent-- 
ance. 

HOLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come; thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honour, and 
power; for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy ple,asuve ^Iv^'^ ^^^^ 
and wGre created. 
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U NTo thee will I cry, O Lord, and 
early shall my prayer come before 
thee. 

BLESSED art thou, O Lord, who 
didst, as oa this day, command the 
earth to bring forth the living crea* 
ture after his kind ; cattle, and. 
creeping things, and beasts of the. 
eartli, after their kind; that they 
might be serviceable to man for 
food, for cloathing, and for help in* 
his labours: 

And who madest man aft^r thy 

own likeness, and didst blessr him,* 

and give him dominion over the 

6 ' (jsli 
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fish of 'the sea, and over the fowls 
of the air, and over all the earth. 

In which wonderful and most ik)- 
ble operation I behold, and thank<» 
fully admire, thy consultation about 
it, the work of thine own hand in it, 
thy breathing of life into him, where^ 
by man became a living soul ; the - 
image of thy own divine mind im* 
pressed upon him ; the government 
of creatures here below committed 
to him; the Paradise prepared for 
him ; the charge given to thy An- 
gels concerning him; the marvel- 
lous structure of his body, the several 
functions of his heart, his reins, his 
eyea» his ears, his tongue, his hands, 
his feet, and indeed his every part ; 
for in all is he fearfully and wonder- 
fully made. 

N 2 ^^"^ 
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But Still more useful and more 
amazing are the superior faculties 
of his soul ; life, sensation, reason, 
intellect, free-will, memory, and con* 
science. 

How amply also hast thou made 
provision for the exercise of these 
noble faculties ! By a rerealed and 
written Law; by the oracles of in- 
spired Prophets ; by the melody of 
lioly Psalms ; by the profitable in 
struction of wise Proverbs and Pa- 
rables ; by the examples and expe- 
jience to be gathered from faithful 
Histories ; and by the typical wor- 
ship of sacrifices, the shadows of 
greater and better things to come« 



'fei-^.v 
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BLESSED art thou^ O Lord, for 
that great and precious promise, 
which thou, in the bowels of thy 
mercy, didst vouchsafe to give the 
support of to our fallen parents; that 
the seed of the woman should break 
the serpent's head ; and for the pnnc- . 
tualaccomplishment of that promise, 
which thou, in the fulness of time, 
wast pleased to make on this day. 

Blessed be thou, O Lord, my God, 
and my Saviour, for the holy and 
bitter sufferings of this day ! O grant, 
that what thou wert then content to 
endure for us men, and for our sal- 
vation, may be effectual, for the sav^ 
ing of my soul in particular. 



N 3 An 
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An Act 0/ Contrition. 

.1 HAVE rebelled against the Lord 
my God, and have fallen by my 

■ 

iniquity; but I will take with me 
ivords, and will return unto him^ 
and say, take away aH my iniquity, 
and receive me graciously ; so will 1 
render the calves of my lips. 

Spare me, good Lord, spare me, 
and give not up thy servant to re<r 
proach and ruin. Be merciful, 
Lord, be merciful; cease from 
thine anger, . I beseech thee ; re- 
pent, Lord, of the evil, and let it 
nor be. 

I hdve followed after lying va- 
nities, and fovvaVtvi m^ o\^\i mercy, 
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and have been jusly cast out of the 
sight of thine eyes. 

But, when my soul fainteth, I will 
remember my God, and will look 
again towards thy holy Temple. 

Who is a God like unto thee, 
that pdrdonest iniquity, anclpassest 
by the transgression of thy people ? 
Thou retainest not thy anger for 
ever, because thou delightest ia 
mercy. 

Turn again then, and have com- 
passion upon me ; do thou subdue 
all mine iniquities, and cast my sins 
into the depth of the sea. Yea, 
perform all thy truth, and thy good- 
ness upon thy servant 

O Lord, I have heard thy threat- 
piDgS| and was afraid : I have const- 
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dercd thy works and was astonished ; 
But do thou in wrath remember 
mercy. 

Behold me, Lord, like thy ser^ 
vant hei^tofore, clothed with filthy 
garments, and Satan standing at 
my right hand; but do thou, by 
the blood of thy covenant, by the 
fountain opened for sin and for 
un cleanness, wash me thoroughly 
from my wickedness ; and save me, 
as a brand plucked out of the fire. 

Father, forgive me, for I knew 
not what I did: alas! I knew not 
what I did, when I sinned so griev- 
ously against thee. Lord, remem- 
ber me, in thy kingdom : Lord, lay 
not the sins of mine enemies to their 
charge. Lord, lay not my ovm sins 
to my charge ; 

But, 
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But, by thy agony and bloody 
swea^ by thy head crowned with 
thorns^ and smitten with fists and 
staves ; by thine eyes full of tears, 
and thine ears pierced with slanders 
and revi lings ; by thy face misera* 
bly defiled with spittle; by thy 
mouth moistened with vinegar and 
gall; by thy neck bending under 
the weight of the cross; by thy 
back torn and furrowed with 
scourges ; by thy loud and bitter 
cry, My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me? By thy heart 
wounded with a soldier's spear; 
by the water and blood streaming 
from thajb wound; by thy body 
broken, and thy blood shed, for 
me; by the saving and significant 
2))cmorials of thy \ove ^xA ^xsSsx- 
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i.ngs; forgive, O Lord, tlije offence 
of thy servant, aud cover all my 

,Take a^?iy all thy displeasure,^ 
tpd ,turn thy^e^ from thy wrathful 
indignation. 

Turn me^ O God, my Saviour, 
and let thine anger cease from me. 
. Wilt tliou be displeased for ever ? 
And wilt thou stretch out thy wrath 
from one generation to another ? 

Wilt thou not turn again, and 
quicken me, that thy servant may 
rejoice in thee ? 

O shew me thy mercy, good 
Lord, and grant me thy salvation. 



A ^V\KXY*^ 
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LIkfend me, I beseech <lkie^h^ 
thy mighty power, and endue me 
with strength in the inner man; 
effectually to withstand, and irrecon- 
cileabiy to abhor, adultery, fornica- 
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, ido- 
latry, witchcraft, hatred, variance^ 
emulations, wraths, strifes, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunk- 
enness, rcveilings, and all the works 
of the flesh, with its corrupt affec-' 
tions and lusts : 

And help me to grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour; and let me not be 
barren in that knowledge^ W\.\i^'v^^ 
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forth abundantly the fruit of the 
spirit : Love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, meekness, 
and forbearance, against which there 
is no law. 



▲tw 
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. ^n Act ^ Faith. 

BLi£V£) that thou, O God the 
er, hast created me ; despise not 
the work of thy own hands, 
believe that thou hast made me 
hy own image* after tby.like- 
; suffer not then thy likeness to 
ist away and perish, 
believe that thou, O God the 
hast redeemed me by thy blood; 
lit not then thyself to be de- 
ded of a purchase which cost 
so dear. 

believe myself to be called a 
tstian, after thy ownjiame : dis« 
rd not then the person,, whose 
test honour it is to ba named 
• thee. 
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I believe, that thou, O God the 
Holy Ghost, hast sanctified me by 
the laver of regeneration ; reject not 
then the soul, U'hicb thou hast gia- 
xiously admitted to be partaker of 
thy holiness. 

' I believe that thou bast grafted 

me into the good olive-tree ; cut not 

^ofF tfa;e branch which thou hast thus 

made a Member qf Chiist^s mystical 

'body, ' 

I ... 

\ --. . . 

O THINK upon thy servant »s 

concerning thy word, wherein thou 

hast caused me to put my trusts 

■ My soul hath longed fbr tby ' sal- 

\ vatioDy and i have a. good hope ht- 

.cawc of thy word. 

Mayest thou ever be with me, O 

Lord| by thy power, to protect me : 

^ By 



By thy mercy in Christ, to save m^. i 
By thy truth and Holy Scripture, 
to instruct and comfort me: By the' 
Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to ren^w 
and quicken me, now, atid for ever 
and ever. 

O DEAREST Saviour, impart to 
ipe thy whole self; and let every part 
and act of thine have it's saving in* 
fkience over me: 

Sanctify me by thy Spirit ; feed and 
strengthen me by thy body ; ransonv 
me by thy blood ; wash me in thy wa- 
ter; heal me by thy sti;ipes ; refresh mq 
by thy sweat; hide me in thy wounds. 

And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, keep my 
heart and mind, in the knowledge 
wad love of God. 

OS, ATn. 
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An Act o/*Intercessionj^*oot 
the antient Liturgy of the. 
Church o/' Jerusalem. 

And now, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
in full faith and trust in tliy life- 
giving passion, salutary cross, death, 
burial, and resurrection from the 
dead on the tliird day, thy ascension 
into Heaven, and sitting at the 
right hand of the Father, and look- 
ing for thy second glorioujs and 
terrible Advent, when thou shalt 
come again with glory to judge the 
quick and the dead, and shall render 
to every one according to his works, 
we wretched and miserable sinners 
do beseech thee, that thou woiildest 
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4b 

not deal with us after our sins, nor 
Tfiward us after our iniquities; but 
according to thy clemency and in* 
effaUe love to mankind, o\'erlooking 
s^nd blotting out the hand- writing that 
is. against us thy servants, wouldest 
grant us thy heavenly and eternal 
good things; for thy people and 
tfaine inheritance make their suppli- 
cations unto thee; Imve mercy upon 
«s^^ O Lord God, Almiglity Father, 
have mercy upon us, according to 
thy great mercy, and send down 
thy holy Spirit upon us all, through 
tlic appointed means and channels of 
grace in thy Church, for the sanctifi* 
cation of soul and body, for bringing 
forth the fruit of good works, for 
remission of sins, and for lifeevcr* 



lasting; 
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We suppHcate and intreat thee, 
O Lord, for thy Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church throughout the 
whole world: Do thou now also, 
O Lord, plentifully furnish her with 
the rich gifts of thy Holy Spirit. 
Look down upon her in hercapti* 
vity; O visit her once more with 
thy salvation; and bring her out to 
serve thee in the beauty of holiness. 

Remember, O Lord, the holy Bi- 
shops in thy Church, (especially thy 
servant our Bishop) endow them 
with wisdom, and fill them with the 
Holy Ghost, that they may rightly 
divide and uprightly walk iu the 
word of truth. * 

Remember, O Lord, according to 

the multitude of thy mercies and 

CQiT^passio^s, all the Presbyters aud 

^ D^^cons 
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Deacons who compass thy holy AU 
tar; grant to those an unblameable 
Presbyterate^ and preserve these un« 
spotted in their Ministry, and pur- 
chase for them good Degrees. 

liemembery O Lord, all Kings and 
Princes, whom thou hast appointed 
to reign upon the earth, and espe« 
cially thy servant our King, and all 
ia authority; establish their king** 
donis in peace, and incline their 
hearts to be favourable to thy Church, 
that in their tranquillity we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life, in all god- 
liness and honesty. 

Remember, O Lord, this city, 
diocese, parish, &c. and every city, 
and country, with all the faichful 
that dwell in them; preserve thqm 
}n peace and safety. 



^ 
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Remember, O Lord, our Christiait 
Brethren that travel by sea or by 
land, or are in foreign countries^ 
that are in chains or imprisonment; 
that are in captivity or banishment^ 
or in hard slavery. 

JlemembeTf D Lord, those that are 
sick, or diseased, and make haste to 
heal and deliver them. 

Remember, O Lord, every Cbris^ 
tian soul under affliction or cala^** 
mity, and all who stand in need of 
thy divine mercy and help* 

Remember also the conversion of 
them that be in error. 

Remember all; O Lord, for good ; 

have mercy upon ' all, O Lord ; be 

reconciled to us all ; settle the flocks 

of thy people in peactf ; remove all 

9Cdudah i make >(v^n to c^^&^\ ^ut 



a ^top to the violence of heresies ; 
beal the schisms of the Churches; 
aod graot us thy peace and love, O 
God, our Saviour, snd the hope of 
all the ends of the earth. 

Remember, .0 Lord, to grant us 
temperate weather, moderate show* 
ers, pleasant dews, and plenty of the 
fruits of the earth ; ^ and to bless the 
whole circle of the year with thy 
goodness ; for the eyes of all hope 
hi thee, and thou gi vest them' food 
in due season; thou openest thine 
hand, and fiUest every living crea- 
ture with thy gracious bounty. 

Remember, O Lord, all who bring 
forth fruit, and do good works ia 
thy holy Churches, and who are 
mindful of the poor, the widows, 
orphans, strangers^ atid\\x^\^wwX ^^^- 
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sons, and all who desire to be re* 
membered in our prayers. 

And grant that we may all find 
mercy and favour with all thy saints^ 
who, from die beginning of the 
w6rld, have pleased thee in • their 
several generations, Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, Apostles, Slartyrs, and every 
just Spirit made perfect in the faith 
of thy Christ, from righteous Abel- 
even unto this day; do thou give 
them and us rest in the region of 
the living, in the bosoms of our 
holy Fatliers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, whence sorrow, grief, and la* 
mentation are banished away, where 
the light of thy countenance visit$ 
and shines continually ; and vouch- 
safe to bring them and iis to the full 
enjoyment of thy heavenly king- 



dom: And dispose the end of our 
lives, O Lord, in peace, that they 

may be Cbristi^n, veil . ple^^ing to 
thee, and free from sin; that so, 
with that innumerable company, hp- 
*fcre the throne; we may sing praises 
^vermote to thy glorious name, O 
Jtsti, our Saviouf, our Lord, and 
oter God, in the unity* of the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Hallelujah. 



A> 
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An Act o/Fraise. 

vJtoRY to thee, gracious and mer- 
ciful God, who, when miserable 
man had, by transgressing thy Com- 
mandments; forfeited thy favour, 
and vttqrly lost himself; didst not 
disdain, nor forsake him, in this 
forlorn condition; but by many 
admirable methods, didst visit and 
pity him. 

As a compassionate and tender 
Father, sustaining him with thy 
greatest and most comfortable pro- 
mise, that the seed of the woman 
should break the serpent's head: 
Opening a door of faith and of re- 
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pentance; and, in the fulness 'of 
time, sending out of thy bosom tliy 
Christ, the Son of thy love, to take 
upon him the seed of Abraham; 
that, by his spotless and holy life, 
he might fulfil the obedience of the 
law; and, by the sacrifice of *his 
death, might take away the cursrc 
and sting of death ; and, after having 
thus given himself a ransom for the 
whole world, might, by his resur- 
rection, restore that world to life. 

O infinitely wise and good God,, 
who has left no expedient untried, 
for bringing lapsed mankind back 
again to happiness; and making 
them partakers of thy divine nature, 
and everlasting glory. 

O thou, who hast borne such ample 
testinioDj to the trat\\ o^ \N\^ "J^wi^ 
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GospeU by miracles manifold and 
numberless, by the most holy and 
memorable lives of thy Saints and 
Servants, by their invincible pa- 
tience undqr torments and death, 
by the mo3t astonishing conversion 
of the world, blinded with igno- 
rance, prejudice, and sensuality, to 
the obedience of the faith; And all 
this accomplished, without any ad. 
vantage, or assistance, from wealth, 
or power, or public countenance, 
or charms of eloquence, or force of 
arms : Blessed and praised, lauded 
and magnified, exalted, sanctified, 
and adored, be thy glorious name 
for ever and ever. 

' May the memory, and every men- 
tion, of these inestimable instances 

of thy wondrous lov^ fill every 

heart 
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heart with joy and thankfulness, in 
all places, and throughout all gene* 
rations. 

WORTHY art thou, O Lord, to 
take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof, for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. 

Therefore unto him that sitteth on 
the Throne, and unto the Lamb, be 
blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Salvation to our God, who sitteth 
on tlie Throne, and to the Lamb. 
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Blessing and glory, and wisdom 
and thanksgiving, and honour^ and 
power, and might, be unto our God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



^^KXJ;^- 
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(SATURDAY. 

O Lord, be gracious unto us^ for 
We have waited for thee. Be thou 
our arm every tiioming, and our sal* 
yation in the tim^ of trouble. 

BLESSED art thou, O Lord, 
who, as on this seventh day, didst 
rest from all thy works, and didst 
bless and hallow it for a memorial 
of tlie creation ; for a sign of the 
covenant made with thy pcculi^t 
people; for a thankful remembrance 
of their release out of th^ Egyptian 
bondage. - 



142 jATURDAT^ 

O may I always most thankfully 
acknowledge my absolute depend- 
ence on thee, and thy great good- 
ness and bounty to me and all thy 
creatures : May I always adore and 
bless thee for all the gracious dis- 
pensations of thy providence, and 
wonderful mercies and deliverances 
vouchsafed unto thy Church and 
People in all ages. 

Blessed art thou, my God, and my 
Saviour, who wast content to lie this 
day in the bowels of the earth; and 
be like to them that are slain, who 
sleep in the grave, and pass out of 
remembrance. 

Give to me, Lord, and to all who 
are baptized into thy death, grace 
#0 to mortify our corrupt affectionj^ 

that 



that we may effectually be buried 
with thee ; and jSnally, through the 
grave and gate of death, may, by 
thy merits, pass to our joyful resur* 
reetioQ» 
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An Act o/'CoNiEssioxt • 

4 - 

__ . . • 

O MY God, I am ashamed; .aod 
blush to lift my face unto thee; for 
my iniquities are increased over my 
head, and my trespass is grown up 
unto the heavens. 

From the time of my youth, until 
this very day, have I been iq ^ great 
trespass, and cannot stand before 
thee because of this. 

My sins' are more in number than 
the sand of the sea, so that I am not 
worthy to look up to Heaven j nei- 
ther is there any rest in my soul be-? 
cause I have provoked my God to 
wratli, 4ud h^ve (done that which 
U evil In his sight by refiising \m 
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mil, and departing from his com-* 
mandments. 

Now therefore, behold, I bow the 
knees of my heart, and humbly im- 
plore thy mercy. 

I have sinned, O Lord, I have 
$inned; but I acknowledge my 
grievous and manifold transgres- 
^ns. 

Good Lord, destroy me not, nor 
cut me off in my sins ; let not thy 
jealousy burn like fire for ever, 
neither condemn me to the prisons 
Qf darkness; for thou art the God 
of them that return: Shew forth 
thy infinite loving kindness upon 
tby unworthy servant : 

So shalt thou save me in the mul« 
litude 9f thy mercies, so shall my 
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mouth be filled with thy praise, and 
I will sing of thy glory and honour 
all the day long. 

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean. Speak the word- 
only, and thy servant sh^ll be healed. 
Lord, save me. Carest thou not that 
I perish 5 Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on me ! Jesus, thou Son of David, * 
have mercy on me ! Say unto my 
soul, thou art loosed from thine in* 
iirmity; O say, my grace is sufficient 
for thee. 

Remember not my old sins, but 
have mercy upon me, and that soon, 
for I am come to great misery* 

Help me, O God of my salvation, 
for the glory of thy name : O deliver 
me, and be mercifol to my-^inis, fb** 
thy name's sake. 
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• ^ 



Impart to me thy grace, that I 
may add to my faith virtue, and to 
virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance pji- 
tience, and to patience godlmess, and 
Xo godliness brotherly-kindness, and 
to brotherly-kindness charity : Tha^ 
so, not forgetting that I have been 
purged fromtny old sins, I may be 
fruitful in good works, and give all 
diligence to make my calling and 
election sure. 



An 
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An Act o/'Faith. 

Jl BELIEVE iQ thee, O God the Far- 
ther ; if thou then be a Father, and 
we be Children^ even as a Father 
pitieth his own Children, so have 
thou pity upon us^ O Lord. 

I believe in thee, the only Son, 
our Lord ; therefore, since thou art 
our Lord, and we are thy Servants, 
as the ej^es of Servants look unto 
the hand of their Masters, even so 
shall our eyes wait upon thee, until 
thou have mercy on us. 

I believe, that although we were 
ncrther Children nor Servants, but 
Dogs only, in our Masters house; 
yet even so, some hope might be 
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allowed to eat of the crutnbs which 
fail from our Master's table. 

I believe, that Christ is the very 
Lamb of God ; O Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sins of tlic* 
world, take away mine in p.HitU 
cular. 

I believe that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save Sinners; O 
thou, who art come to save Sin- 
ners, save me a grievous, a miser- 
able Sinner, yea, even the cliief of 
Sinners. 

I believe, that Christ came to 
seek that which was lost ; O thou, ' 
who camest to seek tliat which was 
lost, suffer not him to parish whom 
thou hast founil and brouglit into 
thy fold, and ransomed from de- 
struction. 
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I believe, that the Holy Ghost is 
the Lord a^od giver of life ; O thou, 
who/hast breathed into me the breath 
of life, grant me not to receive this 
living soul in vain. . ' 

I believe that the- Spirit sancti- 
fieth the heart by his gr^ce; grant 
that I may never resist, or quench, 
or defeat, or be unprofitable, under 
hi$ sanctifying operations. 
. I, -believe, the sanie Spirit maketb 
intercession for the Saints with groan* 
ings that cannot be uttered ; let me, 
dearGod^ have a part in. the benefit 
of those groanings and that inter- 
cession. 



,• J 
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OUR Fathers hoped in thee, they 
trusted in thee, and thpu di(;I&t deliver 
them. They called upon thee, and 
were holpen : They put their trust ia 
thee, and were not confounded. 

As thou didst heretofore deliver 
our Forefathers; so do thou now 
deliver us, who likewise put our 
trust in thee. 



Q 2 
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An Act of Intercession, 
05 on Thursday. 

[Then add, J 

IVl AY tlie power of the Father 
govern and protect me ! May the 
wisdom of the Son teach and en- 
lighten me ! May the influence of 
the Holy Ghost renew and quicken 
me ! 

O Lord, I beseech thee, M^atch 
over my soul; strengthen and sus- 
tain my body; exalt and refine my 
appetites ; compose my passions ; re- 
gulate my manners; bless my un- 
dertakings; fulfil my petitions ; sug- 
gest to me holy thoughts; pardon 
what is past ; direct me in what is 
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present ; prevent me in what is to 
come. . ' ,--.-'. 

NOW unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly, above all that 
M;e can asK or think, according *to 
the power that work^eth in us ; unto 
him be glory in the Church, by 
Christ Jesus, throughout all ageS| 
world without end. Amen 
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Meditations and Prayers 
for tilt Evening. 

JljLaving passed over the day, I 
render hearty thanks to thee, my 
God, for thy good providence. The 
evening now draws on, make tbou 
It comfortable. 

But, as each day hath its evening, 
so likewise hath human life. Life's 
evening is old age; make thou this 
also comfortable. 

O cast me not away in the time 
of age; neither forsake me when 
my strength failcth me. Even 4o 
hoary hai's do ihou carry me. Thou 
hast made and ])ast sustained me hi- 
therto, continue ijtill to support and 
10 deliver me. 
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Abide with me, mjr J^sus, for 
the time is far spent ; yea/ the sha- 
dows of the evening are stretche<l 
out, and the day is declining upon 
nie. 

Let thy strength, now especially, 
be made perfect in my weakness: 
For, as the day, so Ijfe is near its 
end; a life wherein we scarcely 
live. 

The night p^sts on apace; so 
doth that death, of which night \s 
the image; a night, after which, 
in this world, we must expect no~ 
n)orning. 

In ronstant remembrance, and 
due sense whereof^ I earnestly en- 
treat theCj blessed Lord, to order 
such an end of this life for me, as 

jjmy bp truly Cht'is\\%.\i\ ^.^^t?^Xsi^% 

V 
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to thee, perfectly void of '^iii, and 
^hame, ^nd, so far as thou seest fif, 
:free froai* extreme paiq too. So 
gathering, me to the remainder of 
thy elect, in peace and innocence, 
fit thy own time, * and after thy own 
way; only let it be free from guilt 
. and from reproach. 

LET me always be mindful, that 
the days of darkness are many : And 
Jet thi3 thought excite me to finish 
my work with dil^ence, before that 
night overtake me,, wherein no man 
can work. 

Judgment mpves also towards me; 
grapt m^i .gopd Lord, a favourable 
issi^e ajt that most awful and impor- 
. tant tribimalk 
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. I WItiL lift up my hands by night 
in tlie saactuaryi aad will praise the 
Lord. 

The Lord hath commanded his 
loving-kindness in the day-time,, and 
in the night season also my song 
shall be of hi mi and my prayei; unto 
the I<ord of my life; 

As long as I livei will I magnify 
thee on this manner, iind lift up my 
hands in thy name. 

O let my prayer be set forth in thy 
sight as the^ incense, and the lift- 
ing up of my hand:i as the evening 
sacrifice. 
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BLESSED art thou, O Lord our 
Godi aBd-the God of our Fathers; 
who bast ordained the successions of 
light and daiktiess ; who makest tliy 
TSaint* to rejoice Upon their beds; 
,Who bast delivered me from ' the 
'perils of t;his day,- artd not cut off 
my life like a vtveaver's web, t^or 
*ya6ted me with pining sicktifeisirom 
^::iiorning until night. . •» r 
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Meditation^s and Prayers^ 
Jor Night. 

Wearied with, the labours aud 
cares of the pasjt day, I come to thee, 
my God, for quiet and repose, and 
nev supplies of strength to drooping . 
nature* = .; . 

Lighten, mine eyes, that X sleep.. 

m 

not in death. Defend me froqi • 
the terrors of the night, ..and from 
the pestilence that walketh jn dark* 
ness. 

O thou keeper of Israel, that 
neither slumberest nor sleepest, pre- ' 
serv0 me U>i^ night from aH manner 
of evil ; y^ <jb even thou preserve » 
my souL 



Visit me also with the favour which 
thou bearest unto thy chosen ; and 
teach me thy will in the visions of 
the night 

Or if I be not (as I confess I am 
not) worthy of so distinguishing a 
favour, yet, O most kind and mer- 
ciful Lord, let this season of rest be 
an entire cessation to me, as well 
from sin as from labour and sorrow ; 
and suifer not any thought to sur- 
prise my unguarded mind, which is 
capable either of displeasing thee, or 
of defiling me. 

Let not the follies of sensual 
pleasure abuse me, but my reins 
rather chasten me in the night 
season ; that my sleep may be per- 
fectly composed and pure, quiet 

from ' 
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from every -vyjoi^cl^y andw >v^icked 
imagination. , Aad ,c|p thoq, Lord, 
drive away all suggestions of the 
Devil or the flesh. .,. 

Tliou behotdest the wakffuln^9 
of mine enemies^ which attack mi 
unseen, and my weakness to resist 
them is not hid from thee; who 
knowest whereof my nature is made, 
and rememberest that I am but feeble 
dust and ashes. 

Take me then under the covering 
of thy wings, and let thy loving* 
kindness and thy truth always pre* 
serve me. 

And, after such refreshment as 
thou seest proper for me, raise thou 
me up again to make my prayer 
in a time when thou mayes.t be 
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fouitd ; that so 'T 'may begin' mj 
every day with .' thee, by sfetting 
forth* hiost thankfully thy praises, 
and dedicating iriyself entirely td 
#iy service, ■ ^^>i' 
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JLnto (^hy hands, .O.iP^rcif I ixndT 

Bient} myself, in jc spirit, iiyrsolii; and 
n)y body ; for thou hast created ifid 
redeemed th^nv: O JL^nl, thbu.<3od 
of truth. . ; . J . 

Together witlx n>e,.itakie also ua* 
der thy fatherly care and protection 
all that are near or dear to me, all 
that thou givest me leave to call 
mine : For all these are the gifts of 
thy bountiful hand'to thy poor un- 
worthy servant. 

Preserve my lying down and my 
rising up,, from this time forth, and 
even for evermore. 

Make me to remember thee ow 
wy bed, and to th\v\\L u^ow n>cv^'^ 

r2 ^^^^ 
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\rhen I am waking: Then let mc 
commune .with my own heart, and 
seartrh out my spirit ; for thou art 
about my path, and about my bed, 
and when I a\^ke I am present 
with thee. 

I will lay me down in peace, and 
take my rest, for it is thou, Lord^ 
only, that makest me dwell in 
safety. 



^kini\ 
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Short Ejaculations, j^/ for 

' " • ' '' 

^veral PafiSj and particular 

. Hours of the Nighty and, oj 

the Day^, 

vJ THOU, who inspirest thy Saints 
with sono;s in the niijht, and givest 
wholesome sleep to thy beloved; 
whose name I will think of in the 
night season, and will keep thy 
law; let thy protection and mercy 
be upon me, and let the Prayers 
and Thanksgivings come up to thee, 
which my soul poureth out when 
it fleeth unto the Lord before the 



morning watch. 
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O thou, who for us men, and for 
our salvation, didst vouchsafe to be 
l)orn, whilp Shepherds were watch- 
ing their flocks by night ; grant mc 
to be born again, by the daily re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, till Christ 
be formed in me unto a perfect man, 
and save me. 



jLbw\ 
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About Sun-^ismg. 

\J TiK>u, who, very early in the 
morning, about the rising of the sun, 
wast pleased to leave thy empty 
tomb, and return again from the 
dead; raise me, I pray thee, to walk 
in newness of life, by such daily 
exercises of repentance and virtue, 
as may keep me dead indeed unto 
sm, but alive unto God, through 
thee, and save me. 



:KIvi 
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Nine in tlie Morning. 



vJ THOU, who, at the third hour 
of the day, didst pour out from 
Heaven upon thy Apostles the n>i- 
raculous gift of the Holy Ghost, 
take not away from us the comforts 
of that Spirit, but fill our hearts 
with the riches of his grace, and 
save us. 

.0 thou, who, about this hour^ 
didst, with invincible meekness and 
patience, stand before Pilate's bar, 
and suffer a robber and murderer 
to be released before thee: grant 
us, in all our sufferings for the 
testimony of thy truth, and of a 
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good conscience, to consider and 
imitate thrc, who didst endure such 
contradiction of sinners against thy^ 
self, and save us* 



TCticeV 
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O- . • • . . ' -.-''.••■■•• " - 
THOL', who at thck sixth hoar 
of the sixth clay of the week, didst 
nail the sins of the world with thy 
body to the cross^ blot out the hand- 
writing of our sins, which is against 
us, and take it out of the way, and 
save us. 

O thou, who at the same hour of 
the day, didst let down a great sheet 
from Heaven, filled with all sorts of 
living creatures, figuring thereby to 
Peter thy universal Church; grant, 
that we sinners of the Gentiles, who 
have been received into that mvstical 
sheet, may with it at length be takea 
up into Heaven, and save us. 
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Owe at Noon. 

■. *j 

^. . ;*.<:• I - . . i . . . > < * 1 1 A .. ' . , . "♦ -" 

0» 
thotJ/ who, at tne seventli Tioiir, 

didst command thie fever to. leave 

the Nobleman's soil, ' allay alt the 

distempered heats of our appetites 

and passions, and heal every sickness 

of our soiils, and save lisV 
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Three after Noon. 

vJ THoUyWho didst vouchsafe, about 
the ninth hour of the day, to taste 
death for the sins of every man, 
mortify in us our members which 
are upon the earth, even all things 
contrary to thy holy will, that wc 
also may be crucified unto the world, 
and save us. 

P thou, who, at this solemn time 
of prayer, didst magnify the power 
of thine Apostles, by the cure of the 
impotent man at the gate of the 
.Temple; who didst also, at this 
hour, manifest thyself to Cornelius 
praying in his own house: hear us,^ 
O Lord, VOL t\\\% ^\\^ fjNex'^ hour, 
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whether of public or of private 
prayer, and grant the desires and 
petitions of thy servants, as thou 
knowest to he most expedient for 
usj and save us. 



^OUT. 
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» 



Four after Ifoon. 

O THOU, who about the tenth hour 
of the day, didst fill thy Apost/c 
Andrew with joy, for having found 
the Messias: Discover, thyself to us 
who seek thee; fill us with the same 
holy joy for finding thee; and admit 
us to come and abide with thee, the 
whole remainder of this day, and of 
our life, and save us. 



"Ex-cti 
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Five after \Noon. 

\} TMOU, who didst. not disdailn,, 
even at the eleventh hour, to ^endl, 
labourers into thy vineyard, and 
agree with them for their hire, after, 
they had stbod all the day idle: .Be 
likewise gracious unto all that turn 
to thee, though they come late, 
though at the eleyenth hour of life,;, 
and give us all grace, to make up 
the time which we already have mis- 
speut or lust, and save us. 



S3 ^'' 
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Six after Noon. 

yJ THOU, who at the hour of cat- 
ing the Passover, didst institute the 
Sacrament of thy Supper, a holy and 
perpetual memorial of thy precious 
body and blood : Make us thankful 
and diligent partakers of the same ; 
that we may eat and drink thereof, 
never to condemnation, but alwavs 
to the obtaining remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of thy passion, 
and save us. 

O thou, who also wast, about this 
hour, taken down from the Cross, 
and laid into the Sepulchre, kill in 

us, we beseech thee^ il\^ body of 
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sin, and bury in Xhy grave all our 
corrupt affections, hiding and co- 
vering up our evil, with thy good 
works, and save us. 



' * . I • ' 
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From Sit to Nine in the Evening. 

VJ THQU, who when Supper wafr 
ended, and night drew on, didst per- 
mit thy own Disciple to betray thee 
to thy enemies, and wast content to 
be apprehended by them; enable us 
to imitate, under all injuries and op- 
pressions, that meekness, which ad- 
mitted the traitor's kiss, and surren* 
dered thy person to those, whom thy 
word struck down to the ground, and 
save us. 

O thou, who didst visit thy Apos- 
tles assembled in the evening, when 
the doors were shut; and, by breath- 
ing on them, didst im\)att the Holy 
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Ghost, aud a power of remittinj| and 
retaining sins : Grant us the benefit 
and comtbrt of that power, to be 
used for the loosing and remitting, 
never for the binding and retaining 
i^f our offences, and save us. 



1 '. 
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Midnight. 

vJ THOU, who didst, at midnight, 
raise the Prophet David and Paul, 
and Silgis, to sing praises to . tht^, 
because of thy righteous judgments: 
Make us to think upon thee with 
gladness in our beds, whose presence 
makes our darkness to be light, and 
save us. 

O thou, who hast compared thy 
second coming to that of a bride- 
groom at midnight; let this cry, 
** Behold the bridegroom cometh," 
be constantly sounded in our ears ; 
and grant, that we may always be in 
readiness, with oil in our lamps, U) 
go out and meet him^ andsave uL 
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Between Midnight and Morning. 



yj THOU, who, by the crowing of 
the cock, didst call back thy fallea 
Apostle to a sense of his ain and in- 
"^ finnity : Grant us^ like him, to take 
warning by the same signal, to re- 
lire into ourselves, and weftp bit- 
terly for our offences, and then do 
thou accept our repentance^ and save 
us, 

O thou, who hast foretold, that 
thou wjlt return to judgment, in aa 
hour tliat we are not aware of ; Grant 
us grace to watch and pray always, 
that, whether thou shalt come at 
evi^xi, or at roidnighl^ ot ^XX\\^«^^^- 
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crovi-ing, or in the morning, thou 
niavest find us in the number of 
those serfai^t^ who shall be blessed, 
for watching for their Lord, and 
save us. 
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ToTXHirds Break of Day. 

O THOU, who forrnest the light, 
and bringest back the moruing, 
causing thy sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good : Scatter the dark- 
ness of our ignorance, by the know- 
ledge of thy truth i that in thy light 
we may see, light ; f^pcl lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon us, 
the light of grace here, and the light 
of glory hereafter. 
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